COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Brussels, 16 March 2011

7745/11

POLGEN 50
CO EUR-PREP 11
ENV 203
ENER 57
TRANS 81
MI 142
RECH 62
COMPET 108
IND 34
REGIO 18
ECOFIN 140
SOC 239
EDUC 51
AGRI 220
PECHE 75
PRESIDENCY NOTE
to:
COREPER / COUNCIL
Subject:
Implementation of the European Semester
- Synthesis report
Delegations will find attached the synthesis report prepared by the Presidency, summarising the
discussions and the main political messages of the different Council formations in relation to the
Annual Growth Survey, in the framework of the European Semester. The report together with the
ECOFIN and EPSCO Council conclusions, will be submitted to the Spring European Council on
24/25 March 2011, which is expected to give guidance to the Member States for the finalisation of
their Stability and Convergence Programmes and National Reform Programmes in April. This
report is accompanied by a Commission report (see Annex) on the bilateral discussions with
Member States carried out during February and March. The Hungarian Presidency’s aim is to
close the first European Semester by the time of the European Council in June 2011.
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PRESIDENCY SYNTHESIS REPORT
Introduction/Background
The Europe 2020 Strategy was launched by the European Council in June 2010 with the aim to
enable the Union to emerge stronger from the global economic and financial crisis by means of a
coordinated and comprehensive programme of reforms underpinned by a long-term vision, and to
turn its economy towards smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The European Council confirmed
five headline targets, gave its political endorsement to the Europe 2020 Integrated Guidelines1 for
economic and employment policies and asked Member States to implement the policy priorities of
Europe 2020 on national level. On this basis, the Commission developed and presented seven
flagship initiatives, addressing specific issues and containing measures dedicated to specific policy
areas, that are closely intertwined and mutually supportive. Member States have been asked to
finalise their national targets in the light of the EU headline targets, taking into account their
relative starting points and national circumstances. They have already submitted the draft National
Reform Programmes (hereinafter NRPs) in November 2010. The Commission has analysed the
draft NRPs and presented the conclusions in the first Annual Growth Survey.
The Annual Growth Survey2 (hereinafter AGS) presented by the Commission on 12 January 2011
marks the start of the first ‘European Semester’ and initiates a new cycle of economic governance
in the European Union. The AGS is drawn up by the Commission each year following a thorough
analysis and assessment of the main economic challenges facing the EU. It charts the direction,
through 10 priority actions, including for the macro-economic level, for structural reforms in the
labour market and for complementary growth-enhancing measures, to which Europe should be
heading over the coming years (2011-2012), focusing particularly on areas such as macro-economic
stability, fiscal consolidation, structural reforms and growth-enhancing measures. It brings together
various policy recommendations required to strengthen recovery in the short term, to help Europe
maintain its international competitiveness and to achieve the Europe 2020 objectives.

1
2

Broad Economic Policy Guidelines of the Member States and of the Union (2010/410/EU);
Employment Guidelines (2010/707/EU)
Doc. 18066/10 - (COM(2011) 11 final)
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At its 4 February meeting the European Council recalled that "Member States are invited to submit
in April their National Reform Programmes as well as their Stability or Convergence Programmes".
Further to these conclusions a series of bilateral meetings between the Commission and each
Member States were organised with the aim of discussing the content of the NRPs in order to
finalise the process by mid to end April.
Economic and financial affairs
On 15 February 2011 the Ecofin Council adopted conclusions on “European Semester:
macroeconomic and fiscal guidance”, which reaffirm that the most urgent task for the EU is to
restore confidence by preventing unsustainable debt, disruption of financial market and low
economic growth, through ensuring sustainability of public finance, correcting harmful macroeconomic imbalances, advancing financial repair and boosting potential economic growth.
Providing policy guidance to the Member States and setting priorities for the short-term
(2011/2012) on how to tackle macroeconomic and fiscal challenges the conclusions of the Ecofin
Council underline that the main focus of Stability an Convergence Programmes, and National
Reform Programmes should be on implementing rigorous fiscal consolidation promoting
employment growth and accelerating growth-enhancing structural reforms. Taking into account the
Europe 2020 Integrated Guidelines and the new integrated surveillance framework the Council
invites Member States to present comprehensive response with concrete, detailed and ambitious
measures to both fiscal and macro-structural challenges including bottlenecks to growth.
To bolster the abovementioned objectives, the Commission is encouraged to propose ambitious and
determined country-specific recommendations and to present proposals for actions at EU level and
for the euro area.
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In order to encourage the implementation of rigorous fiscal consolidation, the Council agreed that
it is of utmost importance to ensure government debt sustainability, through credible and detailed
consolidation plans, in addition to pension, health care and labour market reforms. It emphasises
that in Member States facing very large structural budget deficits or very high or rapidly increasing
levels of public debt, fiscal consolidation should be frontloaded. Where economic growth or
revenues turn out to be higher than expected, fiscal consolidation should be further accelerated.
Furthermore, it underlines that the growth of expenditures net of discretionary revenue measures
should be kept clearly below the medium-term rate of potential GDP growth. Where taxes need to
be increased – while recognising that taxation issues fall within the scope of the powers of Member
States – preference should be given to raising indirect taxes and to the broadening of tax bases.
Unjustified tax expenditures and subsidies should be eliminated.
In relation of correcting the macroeconomic imbalances, the Council calls for urgent actions
needed to correct harmful and persistent macroeconomic imbalances – especially large current
account deficits –, and to improve the competitiveness of the concerned Member States. In parallel,
Member States with large current account surpluses should pursue measures aimed at implementing
structural reforms conducive to strengthening potential growth and thereby also underpinning
domestic demand.
To ensure the stability of the financial sector, the Council stresses that the restructuring of banks
should be accelerated, and, taking into account the need to safeguard financial stability, the gradual
withdrawal of public financial support to the bank sector should be continued.
In connection with structural reforms concerning growth and job creation, the Council
emphasises the importance of complementing fiscal consolidation efforts with well-designed
growth-enhancing and resource-efficient structural reforms.
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Member States shared the view that a truly integrated Single Market has the potential for
enhancing competitiveness of the European economy, thus policy actions related to the Single
Market featured prominently during the discussion, both in the Ecofin and the Competitiveness
Council. Further deepening of the Single Market and in particular prioritising the various policy
proposals put forward by the Single Market Act is a high priority. Focus should be given to
promoting the well functioning and integration of markets, notably services market, with the full
implementation of the Services Directive. Addressing obstacles to cross-border e-commerce was
similarly emphasised as indispensable for deepening the internal market. In addition, Member
States also called for a rapid and interoperable standard setting, especially for newly emerging
sectors. The regime for recognising professional qualifications should be simplified to facilitate the
free movement of citizens and workers.
Both the Ecofin and the EPSCO Councils highlighted that Member States should ensure that fiscal
consolidation should be accompanied by reforms aimed at creating sustainable and adequate
pensions system, by increasing effective retirement and exit ages, reducing early retirement
schemes and adapting pension rights to developments in life expectancy. Pension entitlements
should be linked more closely to paid contributions.
EPSCO Council
At the EPSCO Council on 7 of March Member States acknowledged that stability and fiscal
consolidation are prerequisites for setting Europe on a long term and sustainable growth path. A
jobless growth needs to be avoided and the Council stressed therefore the importance of
strengthening efficient job-centred policies and - at the same time - social aspects should also be
taken into consideration. A balanced, integrated approach of different economic, employment and
social policy areas and the successful implementation of the new, reinforced economic policy coordination are essential in order to deliver on the employment, competitiveness and social inclusion
goals of the strategy.
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In terms of the employment headline target3, Member States recalled that the targets indicated in
the draft NRPs in 2010 are realistic and express ambition, but the collective estimated outcome
would fall short of the EU ambition by 2-3 percentage points. There is a general consensus that a
sufficient level of ambition will still be needed to reach the EU employment target, but it is also
emphasised that due account should be taken of the Member States' different starting positions.
In this context, the EPSCO Council adopted the European Pact for Gender Equality (20112020)4 and invited the European Council to endorse it. Ministers acknowledged that it is essential to
encourage women's involvement in the labour market, as outlined in the Commission's progress
report on equality between women and men in 2010.
Labour market policies should promote skills, create incentives to work and reduce labour market
exclusion, in particular of vulnerable groups. Both the Ecofin and the EPSCO Council underlined
that focus needs to be on making work more attractive and getting the unemployed back to work.
Comprehensive flexicurity policies, flexible work arrangements, better reconciliation of work and
family life and child care facilities should aim at facilitating labour market participation and
promote hours worked.
At the same time however it was underlined that labour market policies alone are not enough to
reach a break-through in respect of employment levels. Measures to improve labour supply should
be accompanied by activities that boost the demand side of the labour market.
Tax and benefit systems should work as incentives for employment. Where possible, taxes should
be shifted away from labour in order to stimulate labour utilisation and promote job creation.
Tackling undeclared work may also contribute to increase employment, therefore several Member
States underlined the need for specific measures at national and EU level in order to transform it
into regular employment and reducing exclusion. Unemployment benefits should be reviewed to
ensure that they provide incentives to work while limiting long-term unemployment. Active labour
market policies such as training and support to job search have an essential role to play in this
context.

3
4

aiming to raise to 75% the employment rate for women and men aged 20-64.
Doc. 7370/11.
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Member States should implement the Employment Guidelines in a way that labour costs
developments evolve in line with local economic and labour market conditions, medium term
labour productivity trends, while respecting the national practices as regard the role of the social
partners. For the future, it could prove useful to examine, how wage determination at national level
could reflect productivity developments and can contribute in the mid-term to preventing and
rectifying the macro-economic imbalances and enhancing competitiveness.
The significant mismatches between the supply and the demand side of the labour market and the
lack of work experience is also an important obstacle that especially young people face when
looking for employment. Therefore, both the EPSCO and the Education Council emphasised that
adaptation of education and training systems to labour market needs, modernisation of
vocational training systems, adequate anticipation of future skills needs and measures which
combine training with work can prove successful in reducing youth unemployment.
Concerning the social inclusion headline target5, while Member States were urged to set out
ambitious and well-defined national targets for fighting against poverty and social exclusion based
on their own starting points, based on the preliminary national measures indicated in the draft
NRPs, these targets fall short of the EU ambitions.
It was widely acknowledged that the structural reforms need to be accelerated in the present time of
fiscal consolidation, among them the reforms of social protection systems; nevertheless, adequacy
should also be taken into account beside sustainability during this process. It should be ensured that
the advantages of recovery are widely shared among all groups. Improving the employability of the
most vulnerable is essential both for enhancing the social inclusion and for reaching the
employment target. Therefore access to labour market should be combined by adequate income
support and individual-based supporting services, according to the active inclusion approach. In
order to fight poverty efficiently, it is key to break the intergenerational transmission of poverty and
to tackle child poverty.

5

aiming to lift at least 20 million people out of the risk of poverty and exclusion.
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The effective use of structural funds and in particular the European Social Fund may largely
contribute to the necessary structural reforms aimed at moving towards the Europe 2020 targets. In
relation to the future use of the funds, further simplification and improved efficiency are needed to
increase effectiveness.
Competitiveness Council
Ministers at Competitiveness Council held on 10 March 2011 expressed broad support for the AGS
and the proposed ten priority actions. There was a consensus that an orderly fiscal consolidation and
maintaining macroeconomic stability are prerequisites for economic growth and improving the
competitiveness of the European economy. Nevertheless, the overall objectives of the Europe 2020
Strategy cannot be achieved without a globally competitive European industry itself and
addressing the structural bottlenecks and weaknesses hindering smart, sustainable and inclusive
growth. Measures that concentrate on industrial competitiveness as one of the long term structural
challenges on both EU and Member States’ level should therefore be integrated in the final NRPs.
Both the Competitiveness and the Epsco Councils emphasised the significant role of general
framework conditions in competitiveness and stressed the need to improve the business
environment. In particular, smart regulation, reduction of administrative burden and improving
regulatory framework for competition are areas where Member States intend to take measures.
Progress in these areas will be particularly beneficial for SMEs.
It was generally agreed that access to finance is a broad and structural problem with particular
relevance for the SME sector and the innovative capacity of Europe. Member States stressed the
need for developing appropriate instruments at national and European level that facilitate access to
finance.
Recognizing the openness of the European economy and the emerging global challenges, only a
globally competitive industry is able to contribute to the recovery from the crisis. In order to
address these challenges in a timely manner, the external dimension of the European industry policy
has to receive adequate attention.
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Further to the necessity to address the various aspects of industrial competitiveness in the draft
NRPs, the regular monitoring of Member States’ competitiveness performance and measures was
considered a useful exercise, as well as the exchange of good practices. The Competitiveness
Council in cooperation with the Commission should play a prominent role in this regard. Ministers
effectively reached a broad consensus that actions to address industrial competitiveness are
necessary not only at Member States’ but also at EU level, and highlighted the importance of the
implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy’s flagship initiatives.
The Europe 2020 Strategy specified the objective to increase R&D expenditures of EU to reach 3%
of GDP by 2020. The compilation of all provisional national targets indicates an aggregated level of
2.7 or 2.8% of GDP, which is below the expected target of 3% GDP invested in R&D.
Nevertheless, even with the current budgetary constraints, a number of Member States have taken
significant efforts to maintain or increase their public investment in research, innovation and
education, recognising that these investments will promote future growth.
In line with recommendations stated in the Integrated Guidelines and AGS, research Ministers at
the Competitiveness Council held on 9 March 2011 concluded that in order to achieve the Europe
2020 objectives there is an urgent need for increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of public
funding which will leverage private investment in research and innovation. Both EU and Member
States need to accelerate structural reforms in order to increase Europe’s future growth potential in
research, innovation and education, entrepreneurship and business environment. These reforms
should foster excellence and smart specialisation, reinforce cooperation between universities,
research institutes, public and private stakeholders, as well as support development of
infrastructures and networks. It was generally agreed that simplification of research funding should
be continued in order to facilitate cross-border cooperation, knowledge transfer, building on
synergies and achieving greater value.
Taking into account their European added-value, national research and innovation policies should
exploit synergies with Union funds. In addition, innovation should be integrated and promoted in all
relevant policies both at EU and national level.
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It has been well-recognised that the private investment in research and innovation should be
increased. Member States and the Union should improve framework conditions with regard to the
business environment with measures to facilitate access of SMEs to private finance, promote
innovation-friendly markets and regulations, provide efficient and more affordable IPRand support
faster setting of interoperable standards and more strategic use of public procurement.
Effective public research and innovation policies will produce their full impact on a middle to long
term perspective and if they are based on a clear vision, concrete actions and commitments.
Therefore, progress should be regularly reviewed at high political level.
Education Council
At the meeting of the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council on 14 February 2011, ministers
underlined that education policies have a role to lay down foundations for structural reforms and
complement growth-enhancing measures. As well as implementing short-term measures to achieve
economic recovery and stability, Member States acknowledged the need to give priority to
investment in growth-enhancing policies such as education and training, which require more time to
show a return, but which will secure long-term growth and competitiveness. More efficient and
targeted investment at both national and European level is required to continue the process of
reforming and improving education and training systems, by equipping citizens with the skills and
competences which the economy needs and by fostering creativity, innovation and
entrepreneurship.
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On the basis of preliminary figures provided in the draft NRPs, the EU will have difficulties in
meeting the headline targets6 for education. Greater attention to the design of reform trajectories
and a higher level of ambition will be required when the NRP’s are finalised if the EU headline
targets are to be met. Considerable efforts are needed to combat early school leaving, notably by
promoting quality and equity in education and by developing early intervention policies. As for the
second target, ensuring a modern, efficiently funded and well-performing tertiary education sector
which will attract first-rate students and researchers is essential for strengthening Europe's
innovative capacity and enhancing competitiveness.
According to the Employment Guidelines and the AGS promoting innovation and growth also
requires an appropriated supply of skilled and trained workforce; furthermore, highly skilled
population is also essential to stem the challenges of demographic change and social inclusion in
Europe. Investing in quality education, training and lifelong learning is therefore a key dimension
for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. In order to contribute to flexicurity strategies and to
boosting employability, particularly among young people and disadvantaged groups, greater efforts
are required to increase the labour market relevance of education and training by promoting targeted
skills development policies. Measures are also needed to strengthen opportunities for lifelong
learning and mobility, to improve the attractiveness and relevance of vocational education and
training, as well as to ensure smoother transitions between the worlds of education, training and
employment, notably through effective career guidance, work placements and apprenticeships.
Improving Europe's competitiveness and stimulating growth through innovation call for a more
highly qualified workforce and closer interaction between the three sides of the knowledge triangle
(education, research, innovation).

6

improving education levels, in particular by aiming to reduce school drop-out rates to less
than 10% and by increasing the share of 30-34 years old having completed tertiary or
equivalent education to at least 40%.
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TTE Council (Energy)
On 28 February the Council (TTE - Energy) held an exchange of views focused mainly on progress
in relation to greater energy efficiency and wider use of renewable energy sources, the two energyrelated objectives7 enshrined in the EU headline targets for the Europe 2020 strategy.
In relation to energy efficiency, there was broad agreement with the Commission's view that
policies need to be stepped up in order for the EU to meet its objectives, while taking due account
of national circumstances and starting points. Measuring and monitoring of energy efficiency gains
at EU level requires a coherent methodology which needs to be defined.
Investments in energy efficiency can make a positive contribution to economic growth and
European competitiveness, and help to reduce dependency from fossil fuel imports and to combat
climate change.
Referring to the Council conclusions on the Energy 2020 strategy adopted at the same meeting of
the TTE Council (6207/1/11), there was broad agreement that buildings, transport including electric
mobility and industry represent sectors with a large energy-saving potential which needs to be fully
exploited. The public sector should lead by example, whereby energy-efficient solutions in
transport, public services and procurement must be sought. Fuller use of instruments such as ecodesign and energy labelling is called for. The positive role of ambitious national objectives that
could be included in National Reform Programmes and national Energy Efficiency Action Plans to
provide political impetus for energy efficiency measures, the importance of making full use of costefficient market mechanisms and appropriate incentives, and the need to empower consumers
through information and awareness-raising were particularly highlighted.

7

increasing the share of renewables in final energy consumption to 20%; and moving towards a
20% increase in energy efficiency.
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As for renewable energy, delegations took note of the Commission's assessment that the 2020
objectives can be met and even exceeded if Member States fully implement their National
Renewable Energy Action Plans, financing instruments are improved and cooperation among
Member States is strengthened. Attention was drawn to the need for continued and consistent
support schemes for energy from renewable sources and for effectively addressing any barriers to
the wider deployment of renewables. In order to support the integration of renewables into the
market, considerable efforts will be required to develop in particular smart grids and the use of
smart meters. Greater uptake of renewable energy should be further helped by promoting
technologies that underpin the move towards a low carbon economy, such as through
implementation of the SET Plan. Strengthening the market for renewables will be facilitated
through full implementation of existing legislation, including for the internal energy market, and by
making full use of the possibilities offered by exchange of best practice and cooperation
mechanisms among Member States.
Environment Council
The current cycle of the European Semester offers a unique opportunity for the Environment
Council to integrate environment and climate policies into other areas, in order to contribute to the
promotion of sustainable, resource efficient and low-carbon economy in line with the objectives of
the Europe 2020 Strategy.
Resource efficiency and reducing greenhouse8 gas emissions (GHG) contribute to the achievement
of economic and social development goals, decarbonisation of economies and the widespread
integration of environmental policies help the improvement of the quality of life and bring new job
opportunities. National Reform Programmes prepared by the Member States play a key role in
achieving a greener, more resource efficient and sustainable European Union. Various EU-level
initiatives and tools are to be mobilised as well.

8

greenhouse gas emissions 20% (or even 30%, if a satisfactory international agreement can be
achieved to follow Kyoto) lower than 1990, 20% increase in energy efficiency.
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Preliminary assessment of the NRPs shows that efforts should be stepped up in order to meet the
climate related target of the Europe 2020 Strategy. Full implementation of the climate and energy
package, including all measures foreseen for the EU Emissions Trading System is required.
To provide political impetus for environmental and resource efficiency measures, ambitious
national objectives within NRPs, the importance of an integrated approach, the sectoral and regional
differentiation and the need to empower consumers through information and awareness-raising
were particularly highlighted. At Environment Council meeting held on 14 March 2011, the
Ministers emphasised the need to ensure coherence with the EU Sustainable Development Strategy.
Actions in the area of fiscal policy, in particular phasing out of environmentally harmful subsidies
are essential for the transition towards a resource efficient and low-carbon economy. The
transitional process and the mainstreaming of the environmental and climate policy can be further
helped by providing the necessary private and public financial resources in terms of the preparations
of the next multi-annual financial framework and the reform of the relevant policies.
There was a broad agreement that the Commission should develop an ambitious Roadmap for
Resource Efficient Europe as soon as possible, in which the medium and long term objectives are
defined with an aim to absolutely decouple resource use from economic growth. It is important to
give a broad interpretation to resource-efficiency, encompassing all natural resources.
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Further steps towards deliver the Europe 2020 Strategy
As a preliminary exercise, in November 2010 most Member States set their national targets in their
draft NRPs, either in preliminary or final form. The ambitions were promising but at the same time
realistic, therefore significant efforts are still needed in order to achieve the expected results in
relation to the EU 2020 headline targets. Generally it can be stated, looking at the provisional
national targets and figures available, that the level of ambition still focuses more on short-term
than long-term reforms; consequently Member States still have some way to meet the EU headline
targets. Recognising the difficulty that the target-setting of the strategy takes place in the middle of
economic consolidation efforts after the recent economic crisis, raising the level of ambition means
challenges for many Member States at the time of fiscal consolidation. The Commission proposes
to make a mid-term review in 2014.
By mid to end April 2011 Member States will draw up the Stability and Convergence Programmes
and National Reform Programmes, setting out in detail the actions they will take under the new
strategy, with a particular emphasis on meeting the national targets.
Based on the AGS and the discussion in the various Council formations, summarised by this
Synthesis Report, the Spring European Council on 24-25 March will identify the common economic
challenges and give strategic guidance on policies. Taking this guidance into account, mid-April or
at latest end of April all Member States will prepare their medium term budgetary strategies in their
Stability or Convergence Programmes, as well as set out the measures needed to move towards EU
headline targets in their NRPs. In June, before the end of the Hungarian Presidency, in the closing
stage the Council - based on the Commission’s assessment - will subsequently provide countryspecific recommendations which help the Member States to prepare their budgets for the following
year.
________________
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ANNEX

Commission Report on the Bilateral meetings with Member States
on the finalisation of their draft NRPs (15, 17, 22, 24 February 2011)

Bilateral meetings between the Commission and each Member State were organised, with the
support of the Hungarian Presidency, during four days in the second half of February in Brussels.
Member States were represented usually by their Deputy Permanent Representative and in many
cases, representatives of national administrations, including in some cases the NRP coordinator,
were also present. The Commission was represented by the Secretariat General (chair Alan SeatterDirector D), DG ECFIN and DG EMPL.
Member States prepared draft NRPs in November 2010 and are scheduled to present the final
versions by the end of April. These will form a single package with their Stability or Convergence
Programmes.
The purpose of the bilateral meetings was to discuss both practical aspects of the finalisation
process and the likely content of the final National Reform Programme in the light of the
Annual Growth Survey and the first Progress report on Europe 2020. The importance of
setting ambitious national targets to implement the five headline targets of the Europe 2020
strategy and of indicating the measures to reach those targets was emphasized. The invitation
letter from the Secretary-General provided the context for the meetings. This note aims at drawing
the main conclusions of this exercise and the follow-up required.

7745/11

16

DQPG

EN

I. General comments
Some technical drafting questions were clarified during the meetings, but overall, Member States
have a good understanding of the process and are using the NRP guidance shared last September.
-

The Commission explained the links between the European Semester, the AGS, the integrated
guidelines and the Europe 2020 targets. While Member States had drawn up their NRP
taking into account the integrated guidelines, the AGS represented what was needed in
terms of more urgent measures for the short-term. The Commission made clear that the
AGS was at this stage a proposal from the Commission that needed to be discussed at the
March European Council, which would issue guidance at EU level on this basis. However,
discussions at the European Council of 4 February had shown that the ten priority themes
identified by the AGS were relevant.

-

Member States were invited to address the issues raised by the AGS in their NRPs.
Almost all were intending to include a reference to these in the programmes. It was made
clear that no change of the structure of the NRP was expected in this context. Some
questioned the relevance of specific measures in their own national context, with AT referring
to its view of the Europe 2020 Strategy as a more balanced approach.

-

Member States also agreed to the importance of the NRP and the SCP forming a single
package. The two documents should be consistent, which could be achieved by using cross
references as necessary. Macro and fiscal scenarios underpinning the two documents should
be identical.

-

Regarding the specific case of programme countries (IE, RO, EL, LV), there should be full
consistency between the Economic Adjustment Programme and the NRP around the urgent
short-term, measures, the NRP presenting a broader, longer term vision within a 2020 horizon
and including the measures needed to get the economies back on a sustainable growth
trajectory within the current fiscal constraints.
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-

Concerning national targets, all Member States - except the UK - have or will have set their
national targets in their final NRP. The Netherlands should have all targets except the one on
energy efficiency that will however be set by the end of 2011. Few Member States reviewed
their targets upwards between November and now. This means that at this stage, the sum of
national targets does not yet reach the EU targets. In this context, a review of national targets
was suggested to several Member States, once their fiscal situation is stabilised.

-

As far as the consultation process with national parliaments, regional and local
authorities and stakeholders is concerned, some Member States highlighted this issue more
than others in the discussion. Most Member States are consulting stakeholders in one way or
another taking into account their national practice, but more could be done to strengthen the
credibility of this exercise. For instance, PT, CZ and MT have recently launched a public
consultation on their draft NRP.

-

The issue of a pact or instrument reinforcing the competitiveness of the euro zone and
its links with the Europe 2020 strategy was raised by many Member States. The
Commission reiterated its position on a possible pact: it should be consistent with the existing
treaties, institutional balance and processes, particularly the European Semester. The NRPs
provided a natural home for participating Member States to set out their measures on stronger
coordination. The monitoring of such an instrument could be done by the Commission in the
framework of the Europe 2020 strategy. Most Member States seemed to share this view.
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II. AGS priorities in NRPs
Discussions with Member States showed that AGS priorities were seen as relevant by most
Member States, in particular:
-

Fiscal consolidation was considered a priority issue by all Member States. Even for those
Member States who are currently not under an excessive deficit procedure (SE, EE, LU) longterm fiscal sustainability needs to be ensured. Discussions did not examine in details the issue
of short-term fiscal consolidation as this is to be dealt with in the context of the SCP process.
Addressing structural reforms in the banking sector was also an issue considered relevant
by several Member States.

-

Pensions or health care reforms - that are strongly linked to the long-term fiscal
sustainability of many Member States - were discussed.

-

Structural reforms on the labour markets were considered relevant and necessary by the
majority of Member States, with of course various degrees of urgency and focus.
-

Reforming pension systems was discussed also in the context of its impact on
employment. Based on our preliminary findings, 19 Member States could use targeted
incentives to employ older workers, 17 could promote lifelong learning, particularly for
older workers and 17 could increase their retirement age and link it with life
expectancy, 12 could reduce early retirement schemes.

-

Measures aimed at enhancing the participation of older workers, young people
women and workers with migration background on the labour market were
deemed essential to increase the overall employment rate. In this context, around 20
Member States could improve childcare facilities to facilitate 2nd earners participation,
16 Member States could enhance their flexible work arrangements and 15 Member
States could aim at shifting taxes away from labour, specifically to help lower-paid
workers. Measures to reduce early school leaving, improve educational achievements as
well as dealing with skill mismatches were considered important for 23 Member States.
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-

Measures aimed at getting the unemployed back to work were also highlighted as
crucial in the current context of high unemployment rates. In particular, 13 Member
States could work on reforming their tax and benefit schemes to make work pay and/or
make benefits conditional on training and job efforts.

-

Measures aimed at balancing security and flexibility were considered very relevant. 12
Member States could aim at further simplifying the recognition of qualifications to facilitate
labour mobility as well as reducing labour market segmentation including by using more
open-ended contracts.

-

Measures to improve the business environment in the Single Market were suggested to all
Member States, in particular improving the regulatory framework, promoting competition
notably in professional services and network industries, improving administrative efficiency
and implementing the sector specific legislation in line with the service directive when not yet
done so. Most of these issues were considered as relevant by Member States and most of them
would have further elements on these issues in the final NRP.

-

A faster and better use of structural funds was suggested to some Member States,
particularly those where EU support plays an important role in supporting investment.

Some Member States underlined their concerns with regard to some proposals put forward
by the Commission. For instance, France on employment, labour market reform, and on a further
opening up of services, Germany on additional action on the liberalisation of regulated professions,
Italy on labour market reforms, UK on targets, Denmark on household indebtedness.
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III.

Next steps

-

Some Member States asked for written feedback or a summary of the bilateral meeting.
This will be provided informally at technical level.

-

Other Member States requested technical assistance from the Commission and/or
additional contacts with the Commission, sometimes on specific issues.

-

Several Member States have shown their interest in a Commission visit to their capital (AT,
CY, RO, BE, FR, ES, SK). The Commission may also wish to follow up the bilaterals with
missions to other Member States in order to continue the dialogue on specific issues.

-

For the programme countries, the Economic Adjustment Programmes and Europe 2020
processes need to be fully consistent. Co-ordination will be improved through the Country
Teams.

-

Concerning missions, dates and format and level of representation should be decided
soon. The suggested format would be SG led with ECFIN and EMPL representatives and
other DGs if so requested on specific issues. The level of representation should be decided on
a case-by-case basis.
______________
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