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Assunto: Igualdade entre os sexos em meio rural

— Documento e questiondrio da Presidéncia

Junto se enviam as Delegacdes (Anexo I) o documento e o questionario elaborados pela Presidéncia
a fim de estruturar a troca de opinides a realizar na reunido do Conselho (Agricultura e Pescas)

de 17 de Maio de 2010.
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Apresentam-se no Anexo II = as conclusdes do seminario "As Mulheres e o Desenvolvimento

Sustentavel do Mundo Rural", realizado de 27 a 29 de Abril de 2010, em Caceres.
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Disponivel apenas em inglés.
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ANEXO 1

De 27 a 29 de Abril de 2010, no contexto da Presidéncia Espanhola, o Ministério espanhol do
Ambiente e do Meio Rural e Marinho organizou um seminario sobre o tema "As Mulheres e o
Desenvolvimento Sustentavel do Mundo Rural". Apresenta-se no Anexo Il o texto das conclusodes

do seminario.

Uma das mais importantes conclusdes foi o reconhecimento do caracter essencial da igualdade entre

0S sexo0s para que o meio rural se mantenha vivo.

As mulheres representam mais de 50% da populacao rural da Unido Europeia. O seu papel ¢
fundamental para o desenvolvimento do meio onde vivem e que configuram, mas o seu contributo ¢

muitas vezes invisivel e passa despercebido.

A presenca continuada das mulheres no meio rural ¢ a melhor forma de manter activa a produgao
agricola e pecuaria e de lutar contra a ameaga do despovoamento que € lesiva para o patriménio

cultural e natural de muitos Estados-Membros.

Tendo em vista reunir contributos de todos os Estados-Membros, foi elaborado o seguinte

questionario para orientagao dos debates:

1. Consideram que ¢é possivel incorporar uma abordagem de género no contexto da PAC?
O tema ¢ focado na politica seguida pelo vosso pais no dominio da agricultura e do

desenvolvimento rural? Na afirmativa, em que moldes?

2. De que modo podera esta abordagem ser concretizada no Pilar 1 da PAC? Quais as
medidas especificas que sugerem (p. ex., critérios de selecciao facultativos que déem

prioridade as mulheres na reserva nacional, etc.)?

3. De que modo podera esta abordagem ser concretizada no Pilar 2 da PAC? Quais as
medidas especificas que sugerem (p. ex., intensificacio de varios regimes de ajuda,

nomeadamente para a instalaciao de jovens agricultoras)?

4. Independentemente da situacio particular no vosso pais, consideram que é necessario

abordar a questio do género na proxima reforma da PAC?
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ANNEX 2

Conclusions of the Technical Seminar — European Forum
""Women in the Sustainable Development of the Rural World"
Caceres, 27-29 April 2010

RECALLING THAT:

thirty years have passed since the adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women (1979), the first human rights instrument to oblige States to

take measures to ensure the participation of women in rural development,

the Rio Declaration (1992) recognises the vital role of women in environmental management
and development and considers that their full participation is essential to achieve sustainable

development,

the 15™ anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action (1995), which introduced the principles

of mainstreaming and empowerment of women, has been celebrated,

the European Pact for Gender Equality (2006) calls on Member States to introduce measures
to guarantee gender equality, to combat stereotypes and sexist attitudes and to promote the

participation of women in political and economic life,

the objectives of the Treaty of Lisbon (2009) include the elimination of inequality between

men and women and the promotion of equality in all public policies,

AND WHEREAS:

equality between men and women is a fundamental principle of European legislation and an
essential requirement for achieving the European Strategy 2020 objectives of sustainable

growth, employment, competitiveness and social cohesion,
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. the lack of statistical data and information about the situation of rural women is widespread in
all the countries of the EU. The gender bias and opacity of agricultural census data and other
instruments mask the true contribution and participation of women in the social and economic

development of rural areas,

. there are precedents of Community financial instruments which mainstreamed the gender
perspective and contemplated the possibility of funding specific actions to promote equality

and to fight discrimination against women,

o the European Parliament has indicated that Cohesion Policy and Rural Development measures

must be complementary and coordinated,

o the promotion of multifunctionality in rural areas and the diversification of the rural economy,
creating new opportunities for employment and encouraging the entrepreneurial spirit in order
to keep people on the land and improve their quality of life, form part of the European

strategy for rural development,

o improving local governance and mobilising the potential for endogenous development in rural
areas is a horizontal objective to be included in all rural development policies. To this end, the
principle of gender equality, particularly in policy-making, monitoring and evaluation, is an

essential requirement,

o the trend in the female unemployment rate in Europe over the last decade has been positive,
though it still shows considerable differences with regard to the male unemployment rate.
Wage differences between men and women in the EU are around 15%, rising to 33% in some

countries,

o the future of the rural world requires, alongside the creation of employment opportunities, the
development of care services for young children to facilitate the participation of women in the

labour market and contribute to the achievement of the Lisbon objectives,
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. women are under-represented in the decision-making bodies of companies and political and

social organisations at all levels,

o the work of women in the agricultural sector is hidden and few women hold title to farms, the

majority being collaborating spouses,

o the promotion of self-employment among women in rural areas is an important element of

European rural development policy,

. the European digital inclusion strategy establishes the objectives of reducing by half the
number of persons who do not use the internet and increasing the availability of broadband

infrastructure until at least 90% of the population and companies are covered,

o The use of information and communications technology encourages the creation or
exploitation of new sources of employment in the rural world, training and the management of

everyday activities without the need for travel;

WE RECOMMEND:

. a legal framework that makes possible the application of measures to promote equality and
the introduction of a gender perspective into the CAP, as established in the dual strategy
adopted by European legislation, in those cases where this is necessary in order to ensure

equality;

o opening a debate on the harmonisation of methodology for the incorporation of the gender

perspective within the framework of Community policies;

o the promotion, especially within the EU, of viable formulas to guarantee women’s joint title

to smallholdings in order to favour their economic independence and visibility;
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. that data be broken down by gender in the official statistics and indicators of Rural

Development Policies;

. the promotion of gender equality and the participation of women in the decision-making
bodies of key organisations in the elaboration, management and monitoring of rural

development policies;

. better provision of care services for young children and dependent persons, in order to
increase the presence of rural women in the labour market, improve the quality of life of the

rural population and address the problem of ageing.
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