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NOTE 
Subject : Summary conclusions of the 16th meeting of the Strategic Forum for International 

S&T Cooperation (SFIC), held in Brussels on 18 December 2012 
 

 

The meeting was chaired by Ms. Riitta MUSTONEN (FI).  

 

The Forum drew the following conclusions: 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

 

The agenda was adopted as set out in document CM 5693/12.  

 

The Chair recalled that the summary conclusions of the SFIC meeting of 1 October 2012 were 

approved by written procedure as set out in doc. 1356/12. 
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2. The European External Action Service's strategic interests in research, technology, 

science and innovation: Potential linkages with SFIC 

 

The European External Action Service (Andrea MOGNI, EEAS, Global Issues Division) 

presented the working principles and policy priorities of the EEAS and its strategic interests 

in research, technology, science and innovation.  

 

The EEAS provides guidance and orientation to the EU external policies and actions and has a 

key role in driving the policy formulation within its competences. Apart from policy priorities 

ranging from conflict prevention, human rights and development policy and dealing with 

international aspects of the Europe 2020 strategy, the EEAS has a strategic interest in the 

development of an EU science diplomacy to support the international aspects of Europe 2020, 

with the objective to increase EU's voice, visibility, security and influence in world affairs and 

the world economy (“Europe in the world” strategy). The EEAS has a close collaboration 

with the relevant Commission DGs (e.g. RTD, ENTR, JRC, relevant Executive agencies) in 

charge of research and innovation.  

  

Delegations welcomed the EEAS' presentation. Their questions related mainly to the role of 

EEAS in Horizon 2020 as well as in the preparation of bilateral summits and the interrelations 

of the EEAS with the sectoral Council working parties. The EEAS explained its more pro-

active role for Horizon 2020 compared to FP7 as a result of the Lisbon Treaty. 

 

Mr. MOGNI was very positive to explore ways for cooperating and establishing a constant 

dialogue with SFIC. Delegations expressed their willingness to invite the EEAS more often to 

SFIC meetings and activities and wished for an increased information flow between SFIC and 

the EEAS. 

 

The Council Legal Service took the floor to remind delegations that SFIC is an advisory body 

to Council and Commission and not a Council Working Party, so the institutional procedures 

and channels (e.g. transmission of input via the RECH Working Party) should be maintained 

when liaising with the EEAS. 
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The Task Force will look into possible links between SFIC and the EEAS in order to increase 

the exchange of information in relevant and coinciding topics. 

 

3. The external dimension of the European Research Area 

- Connections and interlinkages between the Commission Communications on ERA 

and International Cooperation 

 

The Commission (Mr. Richard BURGER, DG RTD) gave a presentation on the international 

dimension of the European Research Area, focusing on the 6 priority areas for action to 

complete ERA by 2014: more effective national research systems; optimal transnational 

cooperation and competition; effective investment in and use of research infrastructures; an 

open labour market for researchers; gender equality and gender mainstreaming in research;  

and optimal circulation, access to and transfer of knowledge. The Commission exemplified 

that, for each priority area, the international dimension is addressed in the ERA 

Communication itself and/or in the Communication on international cooperation. Both 

Communications as well as the Council conclusions on the European Research Area highlight 

the importance of the partnership between the EU and Member States. 

 

As a follow-up for SFIC, the Commission identified two main points:  

(1) Regular interaction with ERA groups (GPC, WG on KT, SGHRM, ESFRI) to ensure 

international aspects are adequately considered when developing EU internal activities 

and recommendations; and  

(2) Regular interaction with main ERA stakeholder organisations (e.g. EARTO, EUA, LERU, 

NordForsk, Science Europe) to ensure the international dimension is duly reflected in 

implementation of ERA priority actions. 
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- SFIC's advice on potential Council conclusions on international cooperation 

  
The Chair informed delegations that the future Irish Presidency is considering the possibility 

to adopt Council conclusions on international cooperation at one of the forthcoming 

Competitiveness Council meetings, either February or May 2013. Therefore time is very 

limited for SFIC to provide input and such input needs to be short and concise, with few 

paragraphs to get the message through in a clear manner. To start the discussion, the Chair put 

forward a proposal for a set of key messages with the suggestion to transmit these to the 

future Irish Presidency. Mr. Bob KEANE (IE, RECH Working Party Chair under the Irish 

Presidency), announced the intention of the Irish Presidency to adopt Council conclusions on 

international cooperation at the Competitiveness Council in May 2013 and welcomed any 

potential input from SFIC by the end of February 2013. 

 
Delegations welcomed this opportunity in a very positive manner and were asked to submit 

written comments by Friday 18 January 2013 at the latest. 

 

4. SFIC Work Programme 2013-2014: Presentation of draft text and orientation debate 

 

The Chair recalled that SFIC Members and Observers have already intensively contributed to 

the preparation of the 2013-2014 Work Programme, discussed in the previous SFIC plenary 

and also in various Task Force meetings; and kicked-off an orientation debate with few 

questions to fine-tune the Work Programme. SFIC Members raised some comments to 

improve the quality of the document. The link to the other ERA groups, SFIC's contribution 

to indicators and monitoring systems, the establishment of common guidelines for 

international R&I cooperation and raising Europe's visibility internationally (e.g. Destination 

Europe) may need to be better reflected. The Commission expressed the view that the Work 

Programme should focus on topics from the national and EU strategies where there is a need 

to act in partnership to achieve the scale and scope required to reach the objectives. Joint R&I 

agendas must be developed considering the means required for their implementation. 

 

Delegations were invited to submit final comments in writing by Friday 18 January 2013. The 

Work Programme will be then adopted via written procedure. Moreover, the Task Force was 

mandated to engage in a discussion on the implementation of the Work Programme. 
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5. SFIC initiatives - State of play 

 

- China 

Florence LELAIT (FR) gave an update on the work carried out towards an EU/MS-China 

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) and the status of the SRIA and possible 

recommendations for future work. After some discussion, the Chair suggested that the current 

SRIA could be used as a background document for SFIC and mandated the Task Force to 

prepare a shorter document with key messages, topics and themes as a basis for discussion 

with the Chinese side. Delegations were also invited to complete the SRIA. 

 

The Commission (Laurent BOCHEREAU, DG RTD) reported on the signature of the joint 

declaration on the EU-China innovation cooperation dialogue in September 2012 and 

presented a series of events and high-level meetings on research and innovation that took 

place in Beijing during the week of 12-16 November 2012 within this context. These included 

the 1st EU/MS-China Joint Lab Workshop, the 1st EU-China Joint Innovation seminar, the 

Euraxess Links event and the launch of the Dragon Star (INCO Bilat project). According to 

the Commission, the mission demonstrated the importance and great potential of EU-China 

relations in research and innovation and the willingness on both sides to build a solid 

partnership with increasing emphasis on innovation and balanced cooperation activities with 

scale and impact. 

 

An update was also given on the Urbanisation workshop, to take place in Beijing, China, 

during May 2013. Amongst SFIC Members and Observers, Turkey will be participating in the 

workshop organisation. 
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- United States 

Alexander GRABLOWITZ (DE) gave an update on the advances made on the EU/MS 

roadmap vis-à-vis the US focusing on two very important events: the workshop of the Joint 

Programming Initiative on Neurodegenerative Diseases (JPND) organised with the network of 

science counsellors in Washington; and the Destination Europe event in San Francisco. DK 

and PT, present at the Destination Europe conference, highlighted the success of the event and 

the very positive on-the-spot and follow-up feedback. The Commission also acknowledged 

the impact of the event and the high quality of speakers and testimonials, and informed that 

the target group was broadly reached. 

 

- India 

The Commission (Laurent BOCHEREAU, DG RTD) presented the recent developments on 

the Indo-European partnership, in particular for the creation of the Group of Senior Officials 

(GSO). There is strong support from India on the proposed governance structure (GSO, 

Working Group and Thematic Groups). Indian authorities have hinted at the second half of 

March 2013 as a possible timing for the 1st GSO meeting. 

 

The Commission further informed about the four brokerage events planned in India and 

Europe during 2013 and 2014. The events will be thematic and involve existing projects 

funded by FP7, the Member States and India. The first event is planned for 9-10 April in 

Delhi and in the field of environment/water in conjunction with the Aquatech fair. The next 

meeting of the SFIC India group is planned for 30 January 2013. 

 

- Brazil 

The Vice-Chair -also Task Force Chair- (Ms. Ana Cristina NEVES, PT) informed delegates 

about the recent actions taken by the SFIC Task Force: the template to establish an overview 

of R&I activities with Brazil has been sent to all SFIC delegates and the Task Force has 

started the preparations for a workshop on challenges and best practices for cooperation with 

Brazil in June 2013 (to be hosted by BE), back-to-back with the SFIC plenary meeting on 

18 June 2013. 
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6. Good practices in Member States 

- Presentation by Technopolis of the "Overview of STI cooperation between 

Member States and countries outside the EU and the development of a future 

monitoring mechanism" study 

 

Ms. Jon VAN TIL and Mr. Paul CUNNINGHAM (Technopolis) presented the main findings 

of the "Overview of STI cooperation between Member States and countries outside the EU 

and the development of a future monitoring mechanism" study. The objective of the study is 

to provide an overview of EU Member States international STI policies and policy 

implementation, while analysing the evolution and trends in the international STI cooperation 

policies of EU Member States and their implementation over the last 10 years. The study 

formulates preliminary recommendations for a practical and cost effective methodology for 

monitoring the implementation of EU Member States' STI cooperation policies with 

international partner countries, including the following: 

− Derive accepted and clarified definitions: (e.g. ‘cooperation’, ‘mobility’); 

− Clarification of the purpose for indicator design and use: what are the policy 

questions?; 

− Prioritisation of key indicator requirements: shortlist of selected indicators; 

− Systematic Monitoring arrangements: derive a set of comprehensive guidelines 

outlining the definitions, variables and data parameters;  

− Define clear responsibilities and lead agency/actor; 

− Derive a framework typology for instruments: most instruments include several 

modalities, target more than one policy goal or target group, and so forth. Link to 

policy goals and targets?; 

− Share and compare existing practice and lessons. 

 

The plenary welcomed the presentation and the Chair recognised the importance for SFIC to 

start reflecting on how to monitor the impact of its own activities. 
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- PLA on SFIC and national administrations linkages and SFIC’s role at national 

level 

 

The Chair recalled that SFIC agreed in its plenary meeting of 1 October 2012 to exchange 

best practices on the link between SFIC and the national administrations and the role of SFIC 

at national level via a peer learning exercise. Ms. Erja HEIKKINEN (FI) presented a concept 

paper on a Peer Learning Activity on SFIC and national administrations linkages and SFIC’s 

role at national level. The aim of the exercise is to share information of best practices and 

processes to enhance the visibility and impact of SFIC in the national S&T landscape and to 

reflect on how to successfully implement agreed-upon strategies. The workshop will take 

place on 5 March 2013 at Finland's Permanent Representation and FR, DK, AT, SE and PT 

explicitly expressed their support to the initiative and their readiness to participate. 

 

7. Any Other Business 

  

- Standing Information Points: The Chair announced the introduction of standing 

information points within the batch of documents sent to delegations for the plenary, as 

it is normal practice in ERAC meetings, in order to keep delegations up-to-date on 

additional topics SFIC Members and Observers should be informed about.  

 

- Africa: the Commission reported from the week of events organised in Cape Town 

from 2-9 November in the context of the 15th anniversary of the S&T Cooperation 

Agreement between the EU and South-Africa. The Commission also presented the 2013 

vision for collaborating with Africa as a region (South Africa and AU). 
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- ASEAN-COST delegation visit to Brussels: the Commission introduced the idea of 

inviting one or some SFIC Members and Observers to join the EU-ASEAN–STI 

dialogue meeting in the Philippines. The Commission also provided feedback from the 

closing event of the ASEAN-EU Year of Science, Technology and Innovation which 

took place on 12 December and the launch of the SEA-EU NET II project. The closed 

session in the afternoon allowed for a fruitful exchange of views on enhancing 

cooperation between the ASEAN-COST delegation and representatives of the 

Commission and large EU/MS initiatives as well as a delegation of SFIC members. 

 

- Report of the expert group reviewing the Joint Programming process: the Chair 

recommended the report of the expert group and outlined a few key points. 

 

- Reports to be published:  the plenary agreed on the publication of two reports from 

previous events on official websites (mainly Commission and Council websites). These 

are: 1) SFIC China report from the workshop organised in May 2011 and 2) the SFIC-

SGHRM mobility workshop on 12 June 2012.  

 

- SFIC leaflet:  the DE delegation distributed some copies of the printed SFIC leaflet to 

delegations. More copies can be directly requested to the DE delegation. 

 

- Next plenary meeting: the Chair informed delegations that the next SFIC plenary will 

take place on Tuesday 19 March 2013.  

 

- Being the last SFIC plenary meeting for Mr. Isi SARAGOSSI (Commission, DG RTD), 

the Chair thanked him for all cooperation and good work and offered him a farewell 

gift. 

 

__________________ 
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