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Statement by the French delegation 

 

"In France's view, the deadline for ratification of economic partnership agreements set out in the 

draft Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Annex I to Council 

Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 is too early: it would create a risk of excluding a number of 

countries which have concluded negotiations from the list of countries enjoying preferential access 

to the EU market. Its proximity could lead to perplexity in the ACP countries, which would be 

harmful to the process of negotiating full regional EPAs. While it is important to set a deadline for 

ratification, that deadline must be compatible with the ACP countries' national decision-making  
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processes and must allow those countries to prepare as well as possible for the entry into force of 

the EPAs. It is also essential that the agreements be applied by both parties in a climate of trust and 

a spirit of partnership. France has always supported the Economic Partnership Agreement process; 

it considers them true partnerships promoting the development of ACP countries. In that light, the 

President of the French Republic, in his speech to Senegal's National Assembly in Dakar on Friday 

12 October 2012, spoke in favour of taking more account of African interests in the negotiating of 

EPAs and of restarting discussions with scheduling and content conditions more favourable to 

African countries. For these reasons, France understands the European Parliament's arguments, 

which led it to ask for the deadline to be put back to 2016, and in this context France favours a 

trilogue to agree a later ratification deadline, which would give the ACP countries more time and 

lend the last stage of the process greater visibility." 

 

________________________ 
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