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NOTE 
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to: Council 
Subject: Catastrophe caused by fire in Valencia, Spain 

- Request from the Spanish delegation 
 
 

Delegations will find attached a note from the Spanish delegation to be dealt with under "Any other 

business" at the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 16 July 2012.  
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ANNEX 

 

Extraordinary disaster caused by forest fires in Valencia (Spain) 

 

Between 28 and 29 June and during the first week of July, after a combination of various adverse 

circumstances, some of them meteorological, two exceptionally large forest fires occurred in the 

Autonomous Community of Valencia. The fires became very extensive before they could be 

brought under control and the task of extinguishing them was greatly hampered by the adverse 

natural conditions: drying westerly winds of more than 50 km/h, which brought the vegetation 

humidity below 15 %, temperatures of more than 35o and an inherently difficult terrain, plus the 

proximity of a nuclear power station and two areas of high ecological value. 

 

Despite the considerable build-up of ground and aerial firefighting resources, their efficiency was 

hampered by the length of the perimeter to be engaged with and the fact that a vast number of 

homes were located in the middle of the areas of operation, which were evacuated in good time but 

which nevertheless held up the work.  

 

The final toll of the disaster includes the loss of one human life, three people injured and great 

material and environmental damage to villages, infrastructure, crops and forest mass in the region of 

the Autonomous Community of Valencia, already seriously damaged by the economic crisis. 

 

Overall, the two simultaneous fires devastated a total area of some 52 500 ha, affecting 

22 municipalities in two provinces. Until our technical services make a detailed study of the damage 

in the area, initial estimates suggest that the "urgent" material damage could eventually reach 

EUR 90 million. 
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While this is below the "major disaster" threshold, we believe it to be an extraordinary regional 

disaster that affects the living conditions of the Valencia region, with very serious implications for 

the area, which was already affected by the grave economic crisis. The damage caused by the fires 

could result in the region being affected by a serious degradation of its forest ecosystems, the 

depopulation of rural areas and the abandonment of farms, which would endanger the economic 

stability of the region and, consequently, its social and ecological stability. 

 

In view of the current economic crisis and the region's economic, social and environmental 

problems in restoring normality, Spain will be seeking assistance from the EU Solidarity Fund.  

 

 

 

    


