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Delegations will find attached the abovementioned information note. 

 

 

 

__________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
5779/12  JPD/sb 2 
ANNEX DG C EN 

ANNEX 

Preparations of the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 20 to 22 June 2012) 

 

Information from the Presidency 

 

Background 
The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) will take place in Brazil on 
20-22 June 2012 to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED), in Rio de Janeiro, and the 10th anniversary of the 2002 
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. It is envisaged as a 
Conference at the highest possible level, including Heads of State and Government or other 
representatives. The Conference will focus on two themes: (a) a green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication; and (b) the institutional framework for 
sustainable development. 
 
EU preparations for the Conference 
Preparations of the conference at UN level have been going on from the first preparatory meeting in 
May 2010. Since then a second preparatory meeting has taken place in March 2011 and two 
intersessional meetings have been held in January 2011 and in December 2011.  During the spring 
2012 preparations will intensify. A third intersessional meeting will be held in March 2012 and the 
third preparatory meeting will be held just prior to the Conference in June 2012. In between these 
meetings a comprehensive negotiation process on the outcome document (zero draft) will take place 
in New York.  
 
The EU is actively participating in the preparations for the Conference. In October 2011 the Council 
(Environment) adopted conclusions on its general approach to the Conference including its support 
for the two specific themes for the conference. The potential of a transition towards a green 
economy to promote long term sustainable growth and the need for reforms of the institutional 
framework for sustainable development were specifically underlined. 
 
By the first of November 2011 a joint contribution by the EU and its Member States were submitted 
to UN DESA. 
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Energy aspects 
Sustainable energy is an intrinsic aspect of a transition towards a green economy. As the green 
economy agenda is defined by its potential to create economic growth including decent jobs in a 
way that reduces pressure on natural resources and the environment, it corresponds to main 
objectives of sustainable energy policy of ensuring long term energy security for all societies and at 
the same time mitigate climate change. The EU has made sustainable energy one of its priority 
areas for global cooperate action at Rio+20. 
 
Sustainable energy is more explicitly introduced in the preparations for the Rio+20 Conference 
through the UN Secretary Generals initiative on Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL). This 
initiative is based on three objectives for 2030: 
- ensuring universal access to modern energy services 
- doubling the rate of improvement in energy efficiency 
- doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix 
This initiative offers an important framework for sustainable energy initiatives and for establishing 
public and private partnerships in practice. 
 
State of play 
On 10 January 2012 the co-chairs of the preparatory process presented a zero draft for the outcome 
document of the Rio+20 Conference. This document is subject to negotiations at UN level during 
the spring. A first negotiation meeting has been held from 25 January to 27 January 2012. The next 
negotiation meeting will take place between 19 March and 23 March 2012.   
 
To establish common EU position on some of the major issues presented in the zero draft, the  
Presidency has put forward a draft text for Council Conclusions. These conclusions will be on the 
agenda for the Council (environment) for adoption on 9 March 2012 and are currently being 
discussed at WP level.  
 
As the concept of sustainable development itself and the specific issues of the Rio+20 Conference 
are of a overarching nature,  and as sustainable energy is and will be a key issue in this context, the 
Presidency thus wants to inform ministers on the state of play for the preparations of the 
conference. 
 
Member States are encouraged to ensure proper national coordination of their contributions to 
developing common EU positions in the further preparatory work.    
 

________________________ 


