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NOTE 
Subject : Summary conclusions of the 14th meeting of the Strategic Forum for International 

S&T Cooperation (SFIC), held in Brussels on 11 June 2012 
 

 

The meeting was chaired by Ms Riitta MUSTONEN (FI).  

 

The Forum drew the following conclusions: 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda 
 

The agenda was adopted as set out in document CM 3152/12. PT pointed out its intention to 

inform about the developments on the EU-Africa 8th Partnership while DE asked for a brief 

information point on Brazil and Russia. The Commission asked for an information point on 

the Euro-Med Conference in Barcelona in April 2012 to be added. 

 

The Chair recalled that the summary conclusions of the SFIC meeting of 9 March 2012 were 

approved by written procedure as set out in doc. 1354/12. 
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2. Election of the SFIC Vice-Chair 

 

The Chair recalled that the procedure for the election of the Vice-Chair was explained at the 

previous SFIC plenary on 9 March 2012 and informed delegations that candidacies for the 

position were received until 23 March 2012 and distributed to all delegations by the SFIC 

Secretariat. Following reception of only one candidacy, Ana Cristina NEVES (PT), current 

Task Force Chair, was unanimously elected as SFIC Vice-Chair. The Chair, delegations and 

the Commission congratulated Ms. NEVES for her hard work and commitment to SFIC and 

wished her a very fruitful and cooperative work in the future. 

 

 

3. SFIC Strategic Workshop:  SFIC Chair's conclusions 

 

The Chair emphasised the important role of the strategic discussions that took place in 

Helsinki on 10-11 May 2012. The discussion was based on the Chair's working paper for the 

SFIC Vision for 2020-2025 and the information received on the upcoming Commission 

Communication on international cooperation in research and innovation. The Chair presented 

her conclusion paper to the delegations as well as a draft SFIC Vision 2020-2025, with its 

goals, activities and means. The SFIC Chair also stressed that international cooperation 

should not be a goal in itself and the need to bring national processes closer together. 

 

Delegations welcomed the results of the Helsinki seminar as well as the SFIC Chair's 

conclusion paper itself and considered it a good basis for further discussions. The Chair put 

emphasis on the fact that the conclusions should feed the discussions on the next SFIC Work 

Programme. Delegations were asked to submit comments on the draft vision, goals and means 

preferably before 25 June 2012. The Task Force was mandated to continue the work on the 

vision, goals, activities and means in the context of the work for the preparation of the Work 

Programme 2013-14.  
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4. China: State of play 

 

Florence LELAIT (FR) gave an update on the next steps towards a potential EU/MS-China 

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda. Ms. LELAIT stated that the roadmap will be the 

basis for the Strategic Agenda and will take into account all work carried out so far, such as: 

the two workshops organised under the China initiative in 2011, the China thematic 

recommendations and various brochures on cooperation activities and mobility and the 

outcome of the mobility workshop, amongst other things. She also recalled the importance of 

discussing the draft Strategic Agenda at national level and involving stakeholders in the 

process.  

 

Delegations also informed Members and Observers about their own activities, such as the 

Innovation Forum with China in Germany in October 2012, a joint Sweden-China bilateral 

call as well as ministerial visits (Finnish Minister of Education visiting China, and Chinese 

Minister of Science visiting Portugal). 

 

The Commission informed about the recent developments with regards to the innovation 

dialogue with China, the organisation of an innovation seminar adjacent to the Joint Steering 

Committee meeting (16 November) and the "Tour of China" organised by the EU delegation 

and the network of Member States science counsellors. In addition, the proposal from the EU 

delegation to organise a conference on Urbanisation in early 2013 in collaboration with the 

JPI Urban Europe and SFIC was mentioned. The Task Force was mandated to contribute to 

the concept paper for such event. 
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5. USA 

 

- Debrief of the BILAT-USA/SFIC workshop 

Mr. Heribert BUCHBAUER (AT) gave some introductory remarks as host country of 

the event while Mr. Alexander GRABLOWITZ (DE) introduced the summary report of 

the workshop, highlighting the added-value of building on existing bilateral initiatives.  

The symposium built upon the findings of the BILAT USA project, in particular a 

survey carried out amongst coordinators and US participants in FP7 projects. SFIC 

brought in the national experiences. Practitioners from EU and Member States and 

countries associated to FP7 were invited to showcase best practice examples of STI 

collaboration between European and US partners in view of the legal and administrative 

framework of their partnership.  

 

- Destination Europe update: Preparatory workshops 

The Commission gave an update on the Destination Europe initiative, and in particular 

on the preparatory workshops. The first workshop took place in Brussels on 7 May with 

Member States and funding agencies representatives. The second mirror workshop took 

place in Washington on 6 June with science counsellors and officers from the European 

liaison offices. The next "Destination Europe" event is planned on the West Coast and it 

is tentatively scheduled for 6-7 December 2012. It should have a focused thematic 

approach on few areas and be accompanied by a career fair-type of initiative. 

Delegations emphasized that Member States should early be involved in the preparation 

of this event. The SFIC Task Force will discuss a concept paper during July on how to 

organise the December West Coast event. 

 

- Update on "Approaching USA" paper 

Mr. Alexander GRABLOWITZ (DE) presented an update on the paper, highlighting the 

necessity to specify particular research areas for potential cooperation. The involvement 

of JPIs in the work carried out by SFIC initiatives with third countries was also 

considered. The Chair mandated the Task Force to continue working on the realisation 

of a US roadmap, paying particular attention to the December event in the West Coast. 
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6. India 

 

- Debrief of ministerial meeting and stakeholder conference (31 May-1 June) 

Mr. Are STRAUME (DK) recalled the progress made since the statement emerging 

from the Delhi Conference in 2010. The recent joint EU-India Declaration on Research 

and Innovation cooperation laid the background for inviting the Indian minister for 

Science, Technology and Earth Sciences to Brussels under the auspices of the Danish 

Presidency. A small informal meeting took place on 31 May between the Ministers from 

the Presidency Trio (PL, DK, CY), the Commissioner for Research and Innovation and 

the Indian Minister. The meeting resulted in the Brussels Communiqué, which (without 

being an official Council declaration) is a statement of those Ministers and authorities 

present during the meeting on the importance of close cooperation. The above-

mentioned communiqué takes note and considers the various steps to be important for 

developing the EU/MS-India partnership.  

 

 The Chair also informed the Forum about the success of the stakeholder conference in 

Brussels on 31 May - 1 June, with high number of participants from both Europe and 

India, and gave some insights of her speech at the conference on 31 May and her 

impressions of the meeting. Moreover, Ms. Ana Cristina NEVES (PT), who had spoken 

on the conclusions panel on 1 June also debriefed about the conference, recalling that 

personal and institutional trust is essential for the success of the partnership. 

 

- Next steps on the implementation of the Indo-European Partnership 

The Commission informed Members and Observers about the next steps in 

implementing the Indo-European Partnership, the discussion on the Strategic Research 

and Innovation Agenda and the establishment of an EU-India Group of Senior Officials 

(GSO; with participation on a voluntary basis) to report to future summits. The set-up of 

the GSO will be discussed further in the next Task Force meeting. 

 

Sigi GRUBER (Commission) withdrew as Chair of the India technical group. 
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7. Linkages to other groups 

The Chair recalled the importance of strengthening links with other groups, organisations and 

stakeholders to increase the synergies and contribute to each other's work and objectives in a 

more coordinated manner with shared positive outcomes. Moreover, she emphasised linkages 

to other (ERA) groups as one of the tangible agreements emerging from the discussions at the 

SFIC Strategic Workshop in Helsinki in May 2012. 

 

 - COST future's international strategy 

Ms. Ángeles RODRÍGUEZ PEÑA (COST President, ES) recalled the importance of 

COST and its mission as a cornerstone of ERA in enabling break-through scientific 

developments leading to new concepts and products and thereby contributing to 

strengthen Europe’s research and innovation capacities. The COST President announced 

that COST, as an essential networking instrument, will completely align itself with 

Union policy in the field of research and innovation as well as contribute as much as 

possible and complement the work of SFIC. Ms. RODRÍGUEZ PEÑA also pointed out 

the need for COST and SFIC to be aware of each other's strategies and the importance 

of information sharing, with COST actions being potential information points and 

essential sources for new SFIC initiatives with third countries. 

 

- SFIC Chair's participation at GPC meeting on 24 May: debrief 

The Chair informed delegations about the presentation given at the GPC meeting on 24 

May 2012, which focused on: enhanced communication between both groups (e.g. 

sharing of minutes and participation in each other's meetings), sharing of guiding 

documents with potential interest for the other group, developing together the 

international dimension of JPIs (SFIC's support to GPC's international work) and 

brainstorming about potential common cooperation schemes in the future. 
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- Joint SFIC-SGHRM mobility workshop 

Ms. Florence LELAIT (FR) presented the final programme of the joint SFIC-SGHRM 

workshop taking place on 12 June 2012 and informed delegates about workshop 

logistics. The workshop's objective was to contribute to the exchange of best practices 

between stakeholders and bring new inputs to develop concrete measures to increase the 

mobility between Europe and the BRIC countries.  The outcome will be used to provide 

input to the Horizon 2020 negotiations and will contribute to SFIC’s pilot initiatives 

towards China and India (and the development of the concept papers on Brazil and 

Russia) as well as to the international dimension of the SGHRM's work. 

 

 

8. Good practices in Member States 

 - Indicators for international STI cooperation: Presentation by DE 

 

Mr. Alexander GRABLOWITZ (DE) gave a presentation on a German study on indicators in 

the international dimension of STI. Delegations very much welcomed the presentation as a 

very valuable input for SFIC and a best practice example to follow at national level. The 

background to the indicators study is the German R&D Internationalisation Strategy of 2008 

and the new BMBF Programme for implementing the strategy (with indicators needed for 

SWOT analysis). Mr. GRABLOWITZ (DE) explained that international comparisons do not 

equal the international dimension of an innovation system. In order to set-up an indicator 

system, the following steps should be considered:  

 

− to describe the objectives for the indicators (e.g. country globally perceived as an 

attractive and renowned R&D location; country actors exploiting the opportunities 

stemming from international cooperation; researchers seeing the country as an 

attractive place to work and live, etc);  

− to define the descriptive dimensions that contribute to the attainment of the 

objectives (e.g. framework conditions for international cooperation, integration in the 

global R&D system, global mobility); and  

− to search for potential data to describe the dimensions. 
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The study has found that very few data/indicators are designed for the analysis of the 

international dimension and that such dimension is of high relevance for R&D institutions. As 

next steps in Germany, BMBF will set-up a regular platform with R&D institutions on the 

international dimension. 

 

 

9. AOB 

 

- Brazil: The Chair informed delegations that the Task Force will work on a concept 

paper for Brazil during the summer, which will be presented to the next plenary on 1 

October 2012. Once the paper is presented, SFIC will be in a position to evaluate 

whether and how a Brazil initiative should be taken forward and, thus, reply to the 

Brazil Science Counsellors letter received in November 2011. 

 

− Russia: It was announced that the Task Force has had a first discussion on a potential 

initiative with Russia. DE informed about the organisation of a bilateral event between 

Germany and Russia, building on the work of Era.Net RUS (Russia) and BS-ERA.NET 

(Black Sea Region). Invitations will be made available to SFIC Members and 

Observers. The TF will look into the possibility of using this event as a building block 

for developing a concept paper for a SFIC Russia initiative to be discussed in a 

forthcoming plenary meeting. 

 

− EU-Africa 8th Partnership: Ms. Ana Cristina NEVES (PT) informed delegations about 

the recent and future meetings in the context of the EU-Africa 8th Partnership 

(particularly the European Expert Group meetings on 3 May and 4 June 2012 - future 

meetings in October and November 2012 - as well as a Joint Expert Group meeting on 

8-11 May in Dar es Salaam - next meeting taking place in Cape Town in October 2012). 

Ms NEVES suggested inviting both the P8 European Chair and the vice-chair of the 

Science component to the next SFIC plenary for a P8 state of play. 
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− Euro-Med conference: The Commission reported back from the EuroMed conference 

(Barcelona, April 2012). A report is being prepared which will focus on thematic 

priorities for collaboration as well as cross-cutting issues. The expectations for the 

EuroMed partnership are high. The informal Competitiveness Council under CY 

Presidency will discuss it during its July meeting. A Member States' expression of 

interest is being carried out. The next MOCO meeting will take place on 21-22 June and 

should constitute working groups to develop a common agenda for the partnership. A 

bi-regional ministerial meeting is planned for 2013. 

 

− Invitation of the European External Action Service (EEAS) to meetings: The Chair 

informed delegations that, if appropriate, the EEAS can be invited to specific points 

(related to their field of expertise) of SFIC plenary meetings following a formal 

invitation by the SFIC Chair. 

 

− Some delegations suggested having annotated agendas (such as those used in ERAC) 

for forthcoming meetings; others are keen to propose new ideas to foster engagement 

and make SFIC's work more efficient;  

 

− The Chair announced the date for the next plenary meeting: 1 October 2012.  

 

__________________ 


