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- Information from the French delegation

Delegations will find attached an information note from the French delegation on the above subject 

which will be dealt with under "Any other business", at the "Competitiveness" Council 

on 5 - 6 December 2011.

______________________
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Commission Reform of the EU State Aid Rules on
Services of General Economic Interest (SGEI)

The Commission is currently revising the rules adopted in 2005 on the financing of SGEIs, known 
as the Monti-Kroes package. 

On the one hand, this revision should allow the rules to be more proportionately applied and, on the 
other, it should allow the existing framework to be simplified and clarified, helping to give 
stakeholders (public authorities, operators) greater ownership of these rules, for the benefit of 
service users.

However, close examination of the four draft texts published by the Commission on 15 September 
shows that those objectives are far from being met. The multilateral meeting held on the subject on 
24 October showed that the vast majority of Member States shared this view and wanted to hold 
another meeting to continue discussions.

Austria, France, Germany, Hungary, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Spain have addressed a 
joint letter to the European Commission Director-General for Competition, in order to draw his 
attention to several points that are particularly problematic (see Annex).

France would like to alert the other Member States to our common concerns concerning the reform 
of the EU State aid rules on Services of General Economic Interest.
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