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I. Introduction

1. On 19 July 2011, the Commission presented the Proposal for a Regulation of the European 

Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 on recording 

equipment in road transport and amending Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 of the European 

Parliament and the Council. 
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2. This proposal amends Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 with a view to improving the 

tachograph system. Its main objectives are a better enforcement of the social rules and a 

reduction of the administrative burden resulting from the use of the tachograph system. 

Ultimately, with this proposal, the Commission intends to ensure better compliance by 

professional road transport drivers with the rules on driving time and rest periods and to 

contribute to improving road safety, drivers' working conditions and fair competition between 

road transport companies. 

3. The Communication from the Commission "Digital tachograph: Roadmap for future 

activities" accompanies the above-mentioned proposal and was transmitted in parallel to the 

European Parliament and to the Council. This Communication outlines the other actions that 

are needed to make the measures of the proposal fully effective or to supplement them. 

4. The Working Party on Land Transport examined the proposal on recording equipment at two 

meetings: 9 and 16 September 2011.

II. Discussion on the Commission's Impact Assessment

The Commission presented an impact assessment (13195/11 ADD 2) on the above-mentioned 

proposal. The Working Party on Land Transport examined this impact assessment at its 

meeting on 9 September 2011.

In terms of the identification of the problem, some delegations share the views of the 

Commission on the need to address the vulnerability of the tachograph system to fraud and to 

optimise the use of the system by further reducing the administrative burden on the various 

stakeholders. 
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Regarding the range of options, some delegations pointed out that the main objective of this 

proposal should be the simple improvement of the current tachograph system and that the 

Commission's preferred options – the combination of a technical package leading to a new 

tachograph with a package of non-technical measures improving the system – go beyond this  

approach.

As far as the analysis of impact by the Commission is concerned, some delegations consider 

that some of the benefits of the proposal are overestimated. Some Member States would like 

to see a more detailed cost-benefit analysis, including an analysis per measure proposed. 

Moreover, a detailed analysis of impact of the implementation of these measures on road 

transport companies and on Member States was considered necessary. 

III. Questions for the policy debate

During the Council's policy debate on 6 October 2011, Ministers will be invited to consider 

the following questions suggested by the Presidency:

1) How do you assess the functioning of the current tachograph system and what kind of 

problems related to the recording equipment are encountered in your country? 

2) Do you agree that new improvements of the tachograph system are necessary to allow a 

better enforcement of the social rules related to road transport, and what are the 

proposals made by the Commission in the new draft regulation on the tachograph that 

you consider appropriate in this regard?
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IV. Conclusion

The Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to endorse the questions under section 

III and Ministers are invited to focus their interventions during the TTE Council on 6 October

2011 on the same questions. 

_________________


