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1. The Commission forwarded the above proposal to the Council on 3 November 2010, based on 
Article 31 of the Euratom Treaty, in connection with Article 32 thereof.

2. The European Economic and Social Committee delivered its opinion on 4 May 2011.

3. The European Parliament delivered its opinion on 23 June 2011.

4. Following several rounds of examination of the proposal, agreement was reached on the text 
of this Directive, with Sweden, Austria and Luxembourg abstaining.

5. This text has now been finalised by the legal-linguists as set out in doc. 12142/11.

6. Coreper could therefore invite the Council to:
- adopt the text set out in doc.12142/11 as an "A" item;
- record in its minutes a statement attached at Annex I;
- record in its minutes the explanation of vote attached at Annex II.
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ANNEX I

Adoption of the Directive on the management of Spent Fuel and Radioactive Waste
Declaration of the Commission

Recalling its continuous line since its 2004 proposal for a Council Directive (COM (2004) 526) the 

Commission believes that a ban on exports for disposal in a third country of radioactive waste is a 

fundamental principle of the responsible management of such material. Any exceptions to that 

principle must be limited to situations such as the export of spent fuel from research reactors, where 

the global non-proliferation initiative - GTRI (Global Threat Reduction Initiative) - implements the 

principles of the NPT and where the exporting Member State does not and cannot dispose of in 

facilities required to manage and store it to the highest safety standards. The Commission highly 

welcomes the strong support expressed by the European Parliament and the European Economical 

and Social Committee on the principle of disposal solely within the EU.

This directive represents important progress as it requests Member States to establish among others 

a national policy and precise  programme for the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, 

based on safety demonstrations and public involvement in the decision making process. Therefore, 

in order to facilitate broad agreement on the Directive the Commission is ready to also accept the 

provisions regarding the export ban based on the following understanding: 

The exceptions now foreseen under Article 4.3 open up the possibility for exports of radioactive 

waste without sufficient mechanisms in place to ensure compliance by the recipient country with 

standards equivalent to those required by the Directive within the EU. Taking into account that for 

the time being no disposal facilities for high-active waste with equivalent safety standards exist in 

third countries, the Commission expresses its concern about the potential consequences of exports 

of radioactive waste. Exports to third countries that cannot offer safety standards at least equivalent 

to those required under this Directive should not be allowed. The Commission will therefore closely 

monitor planned exports and where necessary make proposals to ensure that the safety standards 

equivalent to those established by this Directive are applied in any movement of radioactive waste 

to third countries. It will also use all means to ensure that exceptions foreseen under Article 4.3 do 

not undermine Member States' obligations under this Directive to pursue ambitious national 

programmes for the responsible management of radioactive waste and spent fuel on their territory.
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ANNEX II

Joint declaration of vote of Sweden, Austria and Luxembourg on the Euratom Directive on 

the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste

Sweden, Austria and Luxembourg consider it of utmost importance to increase the ambitions of the 

Community in the field of the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste by providing a legal 

framework for the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. In this sense, the Euratom 

Directive on the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste is an important step forward.

While recognising the added value of several important provisions in the Directive, Sweden, 

Austria and Luxembourg however regret that the Community has not been able to confirm its full 

responsibilities to take care of its own spent fuel and radioactive waste, by accepting the 

possibilities to export waste for disposal in third countries. Therefore, Sweden, Austria and 

Luxembourg have decided to abstain from voting on the adoption of this Directive.

_________________


