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Subject: Information on a proposed manifesto on culture in Europe

- provided by the Slovenian delegation and the French delegation

Delegations will find attached an information note from the Slovenian delegation and the French 

delegation on the above subject, appearing on the agenda under other business for the next 

Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council meeting on 19 and 20 May 2011.

_________________
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ANNEX

Information on a proposed manifesto on culture in Europe

Against a backdrop of sweeping changes for culture, faced as it is with the challenges of 

digitalisation, globalisation and austerity, and at a time when the European Commission is drawing 

up its action plan and multi-annual financial framework for 2014-2020, civil society and artists 

expect to see culture high on the agenda of the European project. 

To meet these expectations, and following the steps taken by the Council, successive Council 

Presidencies, the Commission and Parliament to affirm the importance of culture in the 

Europe 2020 strategy, France and Slovenia feel, as does Poland, that the time is ripe for those 

ministers of culture who do wish to affirm publicly the beliefs and principles which underpin and 

guide European cultural policy.

Ministers of Culture need to proclaim with one voice that culture must not be a mere adjustment 

variable, that its rightful place is at the very heart of European integration and that cultural diversity 

demands and deserves innovative and ambitious cultural policy.

France and Slovenia would therefore like to inform delegations that they intend proposing a 

manifesto on culture in Europe, in consultation with the incoming Polish Presidency, in the hope 

that it might be used as a basis for the discussions during the next six-month period, particularly 

during the European Culture Congress which is due to take place in Wroclaw in September 2011. 

They hope that as many Member States as possible will support this manifesto.

_______________________


