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NOTE
from: General Secretariat of the Council
to: Delegations
Subject: Summary of the meeting of the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) of the 

European Parliament, held in Brussels on 24 and 25 January 2011

The meeting was chaired by Ms Hautala (Greens/EFA, FI).

1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted as proposed.

2. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced that an EP delegation would be going to Tunisia on 3 February; the precise 
composition of the delegation was currently being discussed by the political groups. DROI has 
made a request to the Chinese authorities to allow a delegation to visit China. The chair expressed
outrage at the meeting between President Barosso and President Islam Karimov of Uzbekistan, 
asking why the EU was dealing with dictators and wondering if this was the real EU foreign policy.
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3. Joint Public Hearing on the right to water and sanitation 

The hearing was introduced by Mr Deva (ECR, UK) who stressed that achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) would be futile without also providing at the same time access to 
drinking water and appropriate sanitation. 

The first invited speaker, Ms de Albuquerque, UN Independent Expert on the issue of human rights 
obligations, discussed access to safe drinking water and sanitation and the implications of Human 
Rights Council's Resolution 7/22 : Human rights and access to safe drinking water and sanitation, 
stressing that the MDGs did not sufficiently consider the aspect of water quality. 

The second invited speaker, Ms Morley, Executive secretary, Freshwater Action Network (FAN) 
Global Secretariat, London, spoke about access to sanitation as a particularly neglected MDG which 
had important environmental implications.

In the subsequent discussion the following issues were raised : the right to access to natural 
resources as a human right and so-called 'climate refugees' (Mr Prodi, S&D, IT) ; the geostrategic 
importance of water supply (Mr Deva, ECR, UK) ; the importance of democratic management of 
water resources (Mr Berman, S&D, NL); the importance of the Aarhus Convention in guaranteeing 
transparency and access to environmental information for local communities as well as a rights-
based approach to development policy (Ms Hautala, Greens/EFA, FI).

Mr Rinaldi (ALDE, IT) summed up the discussion by highlighting that water issues were very 
complex and included such issues as diverse as climate change, conflict prevention and 
international trade. He stressed that the 'ownership' of water resources would have even more wide-
ranging political implications in the future.

4. Exchange of views on the human rights situation in Uganda in view of the
Presidential and Parliamentary elections of 18 February 2011

Ms Joly (Greens/EFA, FR) briefly introduced this exchange of views by recalling that there would 
be elections in Uganda on 18 February to which the EP would be sending an electoral observation 
mission and that the EP had adopted a Resolution in December  regarding the so-called 'Bahati bill' 
and discrimination against the LGBT population. 
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The first invited speaker, Ms Burnett, Human Rights Watch, via video link from Kampala, said that 
the forthcoming election was going to be a key moment for Uganda as it was becoming increasingly 
unclear when there would be a change in the ruling party, which had been in power for 25 years.
She stressed that there was already significant violence and authoritarian trends with increasing 
proliferation of uniformed and non-uniformed forces, widespread lack of respect for the rule of law, 
and gender based violence as well as discrimination against LGBT. She did not exclude the 
possibility of an escalation of violence during the elections and expressed concerns over access to 
the media, in particular the radio, by the opposition candidates.  

The second invited speaker, Mr Lester, EEAS, recalled that HR Ashton had sent a letter in 
November 2010 to President Museveni, stressing the need for the forthcoming elections to conform 
to international standards. He explained that so far the election campaign had been well organised,
but agreed with the previous speaker that there were concerns regarding equal access to media, a 
tendency to curtail political rights and high risk of escalation of violence. He pointed out that the 
EEAS was closely monitoring individual cases of HRDs and that the 'Bahati bill' also raised serious 
concerns.

The third invited speaker, HE Kapimpina Katenta-Apuli, Ambassador of Uganda in Brussels, 
disagreeing with previous speakers, emphasised that media freedom in Uganda was actually the 
highest in Africa, and that the opposition participated fully in political life. In relation to the 'Bahati 
bill' he explained that this bill would not be adopted in this parliamentary term before the elections 
and would therefore lapse. He stressed however that Ugandan society was very conservative on 
LGBT rights issues and that this could only evolve with time. He also explained that there would be 
no repression of demonstrations as long as they were conducted peacefully. 

The chair concluded the debate by recalling that Uganda had a duty to observe its international 
obligations and guarantee universal human rights. 

5. Exchange of views on the human rights situation in Southern Sudan following the
Referendum of 9 January 2011

Ms Joly briefly introduced the exchange of views recalling the January independence referendum 
and hoped for peaceful post-referendum negotiations between North and South. 
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The first invited speaker, Ms De Keyser (S&D, BE), Chief Observer of the EU Election 
Observation Mission (EOM) for the South Sudan Referendum, explained that the referendum had 
taken place peacefully, with few local incidents to be reported. The EU had sent a very large
observation mission and there were several other observation missions present on the ground from 
around the world. This was now the period of counting the votes; however, the statement made by 
President Al-Bashir that he would recognize the outcome had helped to pacify the situation. 
The second invited speaker, Ms Marsden, EU Special Representative for Sudan, welcomed the 
preliminary assessment of the referendum and the commitments made by the leadership of North 
and South towards a negotiated separation, but reiterated concerns regarding violence in the Darfur 
region and the situation of HRDs. 

The third invited speaker, Ms Nedelcheva (EPP, BG), fully supported the conclusions presented by 
Ms De Keyser, and voiced concerns over large transfers of population from the North to the South 
as well as the need to develop political pluralism in South Sudan. 

The fourth invited speaker, Mr Nazario, Liaison office of the Government of South Sudan to 
Kingdom of Belgium and the EU in Brussels, stressed that South Sudan was strongly committed to 
improving its Human Rights record.

The fifth invited speaker, Mr Nooruddein, Deputy Head of Mission of the Embassy of Sudan in 
Brussels, recalled that the North pledged to support the establishment of a new state according to 
arrangements that would be negotiated by June 2011. 

The sixth invited speaker, Mr Délétroz, International Crisis Group, highlighted the following 
priority issues : the opening of political space in the South, the need to resolve the question of 
redistribution of oil revenue, returnees, and the political and economic implications of the 
succession in the North. 

In the subsequent discussion the following issues were raised : the security implications of relations 
between Northern Sudan and Tchad and the prospects of the emergence of a democratic state in the 
South. 
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6. Question Time

Ms Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, DE) tabled a question asking for the EEAS/Commission position 
regarding various reports in the press that HR Ashton proposed to lift the arms embargo imposed 
on China in response to its suppression of Tienanmen Square protests of 1989. The representative 
of the EEAS explained that the question asked was highly political and could not be answered at 
the level of the service, and suggested that the question should be asked directly to HR Ashton. 
The chair added that this issue was closely linked with the EU rules on arms exports, which are in 
a form of a non-binding code of conduct. She called for the EU to adopt binding rules on arms 
exports which would lead in her opinion to increased transparency. The chair concluded that a 
letter would be sent to HR Ashton addressing these two issues.  
Ms Hautala (Greens/EFA, FI) tabled a question regarding the decision to end the EIDHR-funding 
of European based rehabilitation centres in order to give priority support to rehabilitation centres 
in third countries. The Commission representative confirmed that the phasing out would take place 
and that alternative funding for these centres, would have to be found in cooperation with the 
Member States. He explained that the transition phase would only start in 2012 and that the 
activities for 2011 would not be affected. Ms Hautala and Mr Nowak were of the opinion that the 
EU should make adequate funding available for torture victims within Europe also in the future. 

7. Exchange of views with Prof. Manfred Nowak, former United Nations Special
Rapporteur on torture

Presentation by Julia Hall - human rights lawyer - of the Amnesty International
report on "Open Secret: Mounting Evidence of Europe's Complicity in Rendition
and Secret Detention" published in November 2010

The first invited speaker, Mr Nowak presented a Joint study on global practices in relation to secret 
detention in the context of countering terrorism which was a cooperative efforts of several UN 
Special Rapporteurs, given that the violations associated with secret detention fell within their 
respective mandates. He emphasised that the report did not only cover the so called 'CIA rendition 
programme' but was a comprehensive worldwide analysis of secret detention practices and 
applicable legal frameworks. He emphasised that secret detention, which was by a definition an 
incommunicado detention, meant that the person held was outside the reach of the law. This 
situation in turn facilitated the use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment.
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According to Mr Nowak the global war on terror had served to encourage such practices which 
constituted violations of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law. He explained that the 
report was finalised in February 2010 but was only presented at the June 2010 session of the Human 
Rights Council, due to the opposition of many countries, in particular Pakistan and Russia but not 
the USA. He regretted that he could not report that any perpetrator had been brought to justice as a 
result of this report. He explained that the report also focused on a comprehensive and coordinated 
system of secret detention of persons suspected of terrorism involving the authorities of the USA 
and other states from almost all regions of the world, including Europe and called for the 
appropriate formal investigations to be carried out in Poland, Lithuania and Romania. He 
recommended that in the cases of well documented cases of secret detentions competent police and 
judiciary authorities should carry out investigations and provide victims with judicial remedies and 
reparation in accordance with International Law. 

The second invited speaker, Ms Hall, Amnesty International, regretted that despite a large body of 
evidence supporting the existence of illegal detention and rendition activities, there was no 
satisfactory follow-up in the countries concerned, namely Germany, Lithuania, FYROM, Poland, or 
Romania. She called on the EP to resume the investigations and monitor the follow-up in the 
Member States in the light of new evidence and information that was not previously available, and 
update the EP report accordingly. 

In the subsequent discussion the a number of MEPs agreed that the report needed to be updated and 
that this work should be done in cooperation with national parliaments in order to exploit possible 
synergies and encourage national parliamentary, police and judicial inquiries (Ms Ludford, ALDE, 
UK, Ms Gomes, S&D, PT, Ms Lochbihler, Greens/EFA, DE). One of the main issues raised was the 
parliamentary oversight over security/intelligence services. Mr Donskins (ALDE, LV), regretting 
the closing of investigations in rendition cases in Lithuania, said that Human Rights were not state 
owned and that there was clearly the need for the perpetrators to be held accountable. 

Mr Nowak agreed that secret services operate outside the legal framework and that more needed to 
be done to supervise them democratically. In this respect the chair pointed out that since the EEAS 
was establishing its own intelligence service, namely SITCEN, this issue should be looked into
further.
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8. Date of next meeting

· 7 February 2011, 15.00 – 20.00 (Brussels) 

_______________


