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NOTE
from: General Secretariat
to: Delegations
Subject: Information on the UK foresight project on "the future of food and farming"

- Request from the United Kingdom delegation

Delegations will find in Annex a document submitted by the UK delegation to be presented under 

A.O.B at Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) at its session on 24 January 2011.
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ANNEX

Information on the UK foresight project on “the future of food and farming

The Future of Food and Farming: Challenges and choices for global sustainability - a new 

international study exploring the pressures on the global food system now and in the future, and 

identifying the decisions that policy-makers need to take today, and in the years ahead, to ensure 

that a global population rising to nine billion or more by 2050 can be fed sustainably and equitably. 

The UK would like to draw to the attention of the Commission and members of the Council the

findings of a major new international study, led by Sir John Beddington, Chief Scientific Adviser to 

the UK Government, and the latest in his ‘Foresight’ programme.

The substantial two year project has commissioned over 80 scientific reviews; involved over 400 

leading experts and stakeholders from 35 countries; has been guided by a high level steering group 

of international experts from the UN, EU, World Bank, industry and civil society; and draws on 

other well regarded international reports.

The report explores five overarching challenges facing the food system over the next 40 years:

· Balancing future demand and production sustainably.

· Addressing the threat of future price volatility in the food system.

· Ending hunger.

· Meeting the challenges of a low emissions world.

· Maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services while feeding the world.

In each case it assesses the size and nature of the challenge and goes on to consider the strategies 

and polices needed to address them; and priorities for action both now and for the future. It argues 

that decisive action is needed now if we are to prepare for and  address these challenges.  

The report emphasises the importance of pursuing food security at the global level and the need for 

an integrated response: across both across terrestrial and aquatic systems coupled with action 

beyond the food system on poverty, climate change mitigation, water and energy supply, 

biodiversity and ecosystem services; and by international policy makers in partnership with the 

private sector and civil society.
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It argues that sustainability in the food system needs to be brought to the fore, highlighting 

sustainable intensification of agriculture, food waste reduction and sustainable consumption as key 

areas for action. 

The report also identifies 12 priorities for action for policy makers:

1. Spread best practice.

2. Invest in new knowledge.

3. Make sustainable food production central in development. 

4. Work on the assumption that there is little new land for agriculture.

5. Ensure long-term sustainability of fish stocks.

6. Promote sustainable intensification.

7. Include the environment in food system economics.

8. Reduce waste – both in high- and low-income countries.

9. Improve the evidence base upon which decisions are made and develop metrics to assess 

progress. 

10. Anticipate major issues with water availability for food production.

11. Work to change consumption patterns.

12. Empower citizens.
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