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Subject: Work Programme of the Hungarian Presidency

- Agriculture and Fisheries

Delegations will find attached the Work Programme drawn up by the Hungarian Presidency 

concerning the Agriculture and Fisheries sector, to be presented at the "Agriculture and Fisheries"

Council on 24 January 2011.
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Towards the new Common Agricultural Policy

Agriculture’s basic functions include providing consumers with healthy and safe food, preserving 

the environment and ensuring the vitality of rural areas. The sector is a vital one in terms of its 

contribution to the European economy and employment and its centrality in facing new global 

challenges, notably climate change and the preservation of biodiversity. Reinforcing this 

contribution has and will continue to rely on strengthening the role of agricultural research and 

innovation. 

Since its inception, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) – the first common policy of the EU –

has undergone far-reaching reforms, but remains one of the most complex and significant policies 

of the Union. On the basis of the Communication of the Commission, the Hungarian Presidency 

will foster debate on the main orientations of CAP in the future. The Hungarian Presidency will 

work tirelessly to help the Council reach a sensible and substantial consensus. The Presidency 

wants to encourage the development of a modern agricultural policy which gives appropriate 

safeguards to European producers and whose real value towards all parts of European society is 

understood.

The situation of the milk sector, although still fragile, has improved somewhat due to measures 

taken during the recent milk crisis. The Hungarian Presidency will pay special attention to moving 

forward the discussions on the Commission’s legislative proposals (milk package).

Geographical indications which help European consumers to recognise high quality European 

agricultural products have come into the forefront over the last few years. The Hungarian 

Presidency will start the debate on the agricultural products-quality package legislative proposals 

presented by the European Commission.
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On the basis of the Lisbon Treaty, both technical and substantial modifications are needed 

concerning the four major CAP legislative acts. Simplification accelerated after the Health Check 

of the CAP in 2008. The Hungarian Presidency intends to make further progress on the dossiers in 

question, in order for an agreement to be reached as soon as possible.

The Hungarian Presidency will encourage the completion of evaluation work conducted during the 

last four years on the Action Plan on animal welfare, which will constitute an essential part of the 

new EU Animal Health Strategy. 

Given the importance of the dossier, the Hungarian Presidency will aim at reaching final agreement 

on the proposal on novel foods. One of the main objectives of the proposal on the provision of food 

information to consumers is to simplify current legislation and introduce new elements such as 

mandatory nutrition labelling. The Hungarian Presidency will encourage the adoption of this new 

proposal.

Focusing on simplification and in the light of recent developments, the revision of present blue 

tongue disease legislation will be dealt with under the Hungarian Presidency.

The EU honeybee population plays an important role in both pollination and the production of 

honey and other apiculture products. To address problems which have arisen in recent years, the 

Commission has presented a communication on honeybee health. The Hungarian Presidency will 

work on delivering conclusions on the wide-ranging debate.

The drawing up of a strengthened policy framework for sustainable forest management 

throughout Europe will be on the agenda of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of 

Forests in Europe to be held in Oslo, and at a global level, it will be discussed at the 9th session of 

the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF9) in New York. The Hungarian Presidency will pursue the 

discussion on European and global forestry policy issues.
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Preparation of the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

The Hungarian Presidency will pay special attention to the reform of the Common Fisheries 

Policy (CFP). The simplification process which began in 2005, the Commission’s Green Paper, the 

public consultations held in 2009 and the new proposals to be published by the Commission before 

the end of the Hungarian Presidency intend to promote sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, so 

contributing to the protection of the environment. The Presidency will welcome the proposals and 

launch the policy debate in the Council.

Concerning horizontal fishing rules, the Hungarian Presidency will aim at to adopt the 

prolongation of the temporary legislation on technical measures.

The Hungarian Presidency will encourage fisheries partnership agreements with third countries. 

With regard to the new legislative proposals and amendments the Presidency will promote the 

discussion on multiannual plans, on specific access requirements and associated conditions for 

fishing for deep-sea stocks and on fishing efforts.


