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NOTE
Subject : Summary conclusions of the 8th meeting of the Strategic Forum for International 

S&T Cooperation (SFIC), held in Brussels on 3 December 2010

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Volker RIEKE (DE).

The Forum adopted the Summary conclusions of the meeting of 17 September 2010 as set out in 

doc. 1357/10.

The Forum drew the following conclusions:

1. Procedural issues

a) Procedure for election of the new Chair

It was recalled that, at its constitutive meeting of 18 February 2009, SFIC elected Mr. 

Volker RIEKE as its first Chair, for the period of 2 years. As to the procedure for the 

election of new Chair, the Forum agreed to invite delegations to transmit candidacies to 

the SFIC Secretariat by 15 January 2011.
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Depending on the number of candidacies received by the deadline, the Secretariat could 

propose a more specific procedure for the election as necessary. The election of the 

Chair will take place at the meeting of 25 February 2011.1

b) Extension of the mandate of the Task Force

It was recalled that, at its meeting of 18 December 2009, SFIC extended the mandate of 

the Task Force "Priority Setting" until end of 2010.2 The Forum extended the present 

mandate of the Task Force until the adoption of the new Work Programme for SFIC, 

envisaged for spring 2011, in which context SFIC will also review the organisation of 

its work and structures as appropriate. The Task Force3 was invited to put forward, for 

its part, any findings or recommendations in this respect for the next meeting of SFIC 

scheduled for 25 February 2011.

In this context, the Chair acknowledged the work of the Task Force, and notably by its 

outgoing Chair Ms Angeles RODRIGUEZ PENA (ES).

3. Report from the Chair

a) Villa Vigoni SFIC Chair's conclusions

The Chair presented the outcome4 of the Villa Vigoni Workshop (September 2010).

  
1 The SFIC mandate of 2 December 2008 by the Council (Official Journal C 18, 24.1.2009) 

states that: "It will be chaired by one of its members representing a Member State designated 
for a period of 2 years" The SFIC Rules of Procedure (doc. 1354/09) provide that "SFIC shall 
be chaired by one of its members representing a Member State designated for a period of two 
years (hereinafter "the Chair"). The Chair shall be designated by a simple majority of the 
representatives of Members, each Member having one vote."

2 Doc. 1352/10.
3 Next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for 14 December 2010.
4 The SFIC Chair's conclusions of the Workshop have been transmitted separately to 

delegations.
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b) Outlook on work programme 2011-2012

Considering the discussions held in Villa Vigoni and the SFIC Chair's conclusions, the

Chair gave an overview of achieved tasks and an outlook to future challenges for SFIC. 

Following this, the Forum had a first exchange of views on the future SFIC work 

programme5 and delegations put forward a number of broad issues for consideration:

- As a general topic, the need to establish the right focus on strategic issues in 

SFIC’s work was agreed, taking into consideration the implications of the 

“Innovation Union” Europe 2010 Flagship initiative and the broader context of 

innovation in SFIC’s work. The possibility of SFIC to contribute towards the 

preparation of 8th Framework Programme6 in terms of its external dimension 

(possibly to be prepared by a specific task force) was taken into consideration.

- Further general impact on SFIC’s work will be the involvement of SFIC in the 

follow-up of summits and its possible role in the context of S&T dialogues with 

third countries. In this context, a stronger presence of the Forum in such political 

dialogues has been considered. It was mentioned that SFIC could already 

demonstrate its potential and impact in EU-LAC and EU-AU context. Possible 

increased engagement in dialogue with other relevant ERA structures and 

bodies was recommended, too.

- As a concrete short- and mid-term goal the question about the feasibility to extend 

the scope of SFIC’s work beyond the present activities, notably those on India 

and China, was raised. Delegations supported the intention to progress quickly 

especially in the India Pilot during the next work programme period. The success of 

the India Conference and the strong commitment to concrete follow-up activities on 

Indian and European side was stressed.

  
5 SFIC Work Programme 2009-2010 was adopted on 10 July 2009 (doc. 1356/09).
6 An orientation paper on FP8 by the Commission is envisaged for February 2011.
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- In the structural development within SFIC, the need to match SFIC’s structures 

and working methods with the future SFIC work programme was acknowledged,

including the right number of "plenary" meetings, and taking into account the 

availability of resources including those from Member States and possibly from 

FP7. The Forum stressed the importance of keeping a high level of members to 

guarantee political commitment and impact. Possible benefits of a strong link

between the Chair and the Council presidency were highlighted. Furthermore, the 

Chair recalled the importance of appropriate human resources for the SFIC 

secretariat.

- The Chair raised the possibility of a more active communication policy of SFIC 

towards the public. It was considered that working out an appropriate SFIC visibility 

could be part of the future work programme.

The Chair invited delegations to transmit their contributions for the future work 

programme in writing by 15 January 2011 with a view to a discussion at the meeting of 

25 February 2011 and a subsequent adoption of the work programme. At the same time, 

he invited the Task Force to reflect on this topic with a view to contributing to a first 

draft, building notably upon the Villa Vigoni discussions.

4. SFIC Pilot Initiatives

a) "Approaching China":

- Proposal for a workshop in Brussels

DE and FI delegations reported to the Forum on the preparations for the envisaged 

workshop, which will by hosted by FI. The workshop is scheduled provisionally 

for March 2011. The presence of the European science counsellors from Beijing 

and other counsellors in charge of science, research and innovation was 

considered key for the success of the workshop.

The Chair invited the Task Force to define the format of the workshop of which 

delegations would be informed in writing as soon as possible.
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- Presentation of the French methodology for establishing cooperation strategy 
with China

FR delegation gave a presentation on the process for the preparation of a 

forthcoming French strategy for cooperation with China.

Delegations welcomed the presentation as contribution to mutual learning 

amongst SFIC members. In this context, they also raised the question of looking 

into synergies and complementarities of European and national strategies vis-à-vis 

third countries.

b) “India Pilot Initiative":

- Report from the Stakeholder Conference (10-12 November 2010, New Delhi)

The Chair and the Commission reported on the Conference highlighting the 

success of the approach in bringing together the EU and several Member States 

and Associate countries, many represented at a high level, thus assembling a 

significant share of Europe's research capacity.7 The approach was also welcomed 

by the Indian side.

Delegations stressed the need to maintain the momentum in the India pilot 

initiative and to ensure follow-up to the Conference both at the political and 

working levels. In this respect, the Commission indicated that a potential FP7 

coordinated call for proposals on water technologies is being planned.

The Chair invited the India Technical Group8 (under the Task Force) to analyse 

the results of the Conference and continue to work to implement its 

recommendations.

  
7 A separate report of the Conference has been transmitted to delegations.
8 Next meeting scheduled for 13 January 2011.
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- Report by the Chair on the Council ("Competitiveness") meeting on 26 

November 2010

The Chair recalled that he had given a presentation on SFIC and the progress 

made in 2010 in implementing the EU/Member States Partnership, at the session 

of the Competitiveness Council of 26 November 2010, notably drawing the 

Council's attention to the success of the Delhi Stakeholders' Conference as set out

above.

c) "Approaching the USA": state-of-play

Following introduction by the DE delegation and the Commission, the Chair invited the 

Task Force to continue strengthening the analytical basis regarding the USA, with a 

view to putting forward proposals for further action. The Commission indicated that it 

would provide further input to this effect to the Task Force.

d) "Energy Pilot Initiative": report from the SET-Plan Conference (15-16 November 

2010)

The DK delegate gave a report on the SET Plan Conference where he represented SFIC, 

in agreement with the SFIC Chair. He stressed that SFIC could contribute to the SET 

Plan in terms of methodology and in the spirit of mutual learning.

The Chair concluded that SFIC will continue to work closely with the SET Plan.
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5. SFIC's Role in Summits and Bi-regional Dialogues

a) EU-Africa: report from EU-AU summit of 29-30 November 2010

The Commission gave a report on the outcome of the summit. The summit had endorsed 

a renewed Action Plan for the 8th Partnership (science, information society and space)

which now includes the element of a reinforced high-level S&T policy dialogue in line 

with the recommendation of SFIC of 17 September 2010.9

The Chair invited the Task Force to consider follow-up, which could be reflected in the 

SFIC work programme.

b) EU-ASEAN: next steps

The DE delegation and the Commission introduced the topic, stressing the need to 

continue analysing the research capacities in the ASEAN countries taking duly into 

consideration the ongoing work by the INCO-NET (SEA-EU-NET) in this field. 10

The Chair concluded that Europe-ASEAN cooperation is a topic that could be 

considered in the next SFIC work programme.

c) EU-LAC

The Commission informed the Forum on the follow-up being given to the EU-LAC 

Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation. Member States had been invited to 

designate their representatives to the Senior Officials Meetings (SOM) whose first task 

would be to adopt, by early 2011, a "roadmap" for implementing the Action Plan.

  
9 Recommendation of SFIC on Reinforcing S&T dialogue and cooperation with Africa (doc. 

1356/10).
10 An information note on ASEAN, by the Commission services, had been transmitted to 

delegations.
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6. Seventh Framework Programme (FP7): 2011 Work Programme, overview on 
international cooperation activities under the thematic areas of the “Cooperation” 
Specific Programme.

- Information from the Commission

The Commission gave a presentation on international cooperation in FP7 (2007-2010) as well 

as an overview on the work programme for 2011. The main observations included:

- International cooperation has grown from FP6 to FP7;

- The bilateral S&T cooperation agreements and priority setting have a significant impact 

on cooperation;

- The regional dimension is very important;

- Depending on themes, targeting of actions plays a major role;

- The role of matching funds is growing;

- Support actions are an instrument frequently used;

- Some (industrialised) countries' involvement appears to be below their potential;

- The foreign industry plays only a minor role in international cooperation;

- There are differences in the level of international activity amongst the various FP7 

themes as well as amongst the Member States and Associated countries.
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7. Innovation Union Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative: implications for SFIC

The BE delegation, reporting on behalf of the Presidency, recalled that the Competitiveness 

Council of 26 November 2010 had adopted conclusions on the Innovation Union Flagship 

initiatives, containing also a paragraph on the "international dimension".11

The Chair concluded by noting the relevance of the context of the Innovation Union to the 

future SFIC Work Programme.

8. ERA governance issues relevant for SFIC

The Secretariat informed the Forum that, in follow-up to the Council conclusions of 

December 200912, ERAC (European Research Area Committee) is initiating a review of the 

ERA related groups.13 ERAC is scheduled to discuss the review at its meeting on 9-10 

December 2010 with a view to establishing, as soon as possible, the Terms of Reference for 

this exercise. However, it is understood that in the meantime SFIC should continue executing 

its present mandate from the Council, and to this effect organise its work as it sees fit.

  
11 [The Council] "UNDERLINES that the globalisation of markets and knowledge implies that 

the EU and Member States should consider scientific and technological cooperation with 
third countries as an issue of common concern and should consider coordinated approaches, 
wherever appropriate. The external dimension must be duly taken into account in the design 
of EU research and innovation policies, with the aim of ensuring open and competitive 
markets in a spirit of reciprocity and mutual benefit, and attracting investments, researchers 
and creative and innovative talent. The EU will use its trade and external relations 
instruments to address unfair trade practices that damage European industry. Experts from 
the Member States and the Commission should, in collaboration with international partners, 
benchmark innovation policies outside the EU and report regularly to the Council. Special 
attention should be given to the management and protection of IPR in view of their 
importance for innovation;" (doc. 17165/10).

12 Council resolution 3 December 2009on the Enhanced governance of the European Research 
Area (doc. 17159/09).

13 SFIC, GPC (High Level Group for Joint Programming), SGHRM (Steering Group on Human 
Resources and Mobility) and ERAC Subgroup on Knowledge Transfer.
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9. Dates for next meetings

The next meeting is scheduled for 25 February 2011.

_______________


