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NOTE
from: General Secretariat
to: Delegations
Subject: The Italian waste traceability control system (SISTRI) and the Regulation on

transboundary shipments of waste 
- Information from the Italian delegation 

Please find attached a note from the Italian delegation on the above subject, to be presented under 

"Other business" at the Council meeting (Environment) on 20 December 2010.

________________________
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ANNEX

The Italian waste traceability control system (SISTRI) and the Regulation on 

transboundary shipments of waste

12 December 2010 was the deadline for transposition into national legislation of 

Directive 2008/98/EC on waste. Italy completed the procedure for transposition of the Directive on 

10 December 2010, with the publication in the Official Gazette of Legislative Decree No 205 of 

3 December 2010. In transposing the provisions of the Directive, the Government paid particular 

attention to the traceability of waste (Article 17 of the Directive).

A system of waste traceability control had been provided for in Italian legislation since 2007 but it 

was never implemented; a paper-based system was in force, using forms – comprising a 

loading/unloading register, a waste identification form and a single [annual] environmental 

declaration.

In 2009 the Italian Government legislated to implement the traceability control system for special 

waste and, in the Campania Region only, for urban waste, i.e. for 140 million tonnes per year of 

special waste (including approx. 10 % hazardous waste) and 3 million tonnes per year of 

urban waste for the Campania Region. 

The legislative text transposing the provisions of Directive 2008/98/EC specifically provides for a 

computerised control system, known as SISTRI, which was introduced in 2009 at the initiative of 

the Ministry of the Environment, the Protection of Natural Resources and the Sea.

With SISTRI, Italy signals a change in the method of managing the information system for 

monitoring movements of waste. Combating illegal movements of special waste is a priority for the 

Government, in order to curb the increasing number of violations of the existing rules and, 

in particular, to put in place a system of data collection that can, inter alia, facilitate the tasks of the 

control authorities. Ensuring that waste management is carried out safely and in an 

environmentally friendly manner is one of most important challenges that Italy must face.
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Under Italy's previous paper-based traceability control system, it was not possible to track the 

production and movement of waste so as to be able to intervene in time to overcome waste 

management problems and protect public health. To that end, the SISTRI system was introduced on 

1 October 2010 throughout Italy, computerising management of the whole life-cycle of special 

waste nation-wide and of urban waste in the Campania Region. The paper-based system gave way 

to a more technologically advanced solution, guaranteeing greater transparency, timely monitoring 

and simpler administration.

SISTRI brings together all operators involved in waste management, from production to recovery 

and disposal, and covers all forms of transport of waste (by sea, rail and road), with online 

monitoring of the whole life-cycle of special waste nation-wide and of urban waste in the

Campania Region, so that movements of special waste can be more closely monitored all along the 

chain.

To promote effective monitoring of waste traceability, SISTRI uses electronic systems designed to 

speed up exchange of information, make it more transparent and accessible, and prevent illegal 

shipments. The technology is extremely simple. All firms are issued with a USB key to access the 

SISTRI system and upload data on waste processed, while means of transport are fitted with a 

black box which monitors their movements. Finally, waste disposal plants (landfill, incineration and 

coincineration facilities) are equipped with video surveillance.

All these data come together at a computer centre managed by the environmental police division of 

the Carabinieri, which is in contact with all State security departments. The computer centre 

provides the Ministry of the Environment, the Protection of Natural Resources and the Sea with the 

data which it requires to fulfil its reporting obligations vis-a-vis the European Commission.

At present, SISTRI does not apply to transboundary shipments of waste by foreign transporters on 

Italian territory.
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The Government does, however, recognise the need to also exchange electronic information with 

operators – including foreign carriers – who are engaged in the cross-border carriage of waste in 

Italian territory, to ensure that they can be traced. It has therefore been decided that in the next 

three months criteria and conditions are to be laid down for also applying SISTRI to procedures 

relating to shipments of waste covered by Regulation No 1013/2006 which involve Italian territory. 

In addition, there will be provision for the adoption of data interchange pursuant to Article 26(4) of 

Regulation No 1013/2006 in respect of cross-border shipments. To that end, it is intended that 

non-Italian operators should form part of the same system as national operators, while complying 

with Community dictates on avoiding any kind of procedure that might prove "discriminatory". 

This will involve an invitation to non-Italian cross-border carriers operating in Italian territory and 

will contribute to the application of SISTRI.

We would therefore inform the Council that the Italian Government intends to implement the

arrangements in question as soon as possible. We share the European Commission's view in its 

letter of 14 July 2010 (annexed hereto) that the use of electronic systems in respect of cross-border 

shipments of waste can help to improve application of Regulation No 1013/2006 in respect of 

cross-border shipments.

Since SISTRI itself provides for the use of electronic systems, it seems appropriate to also exploit 

SISTRI in respect of cross-border shipments of waste and, as hoped by the European Commission 

itself, to develop a data-exchange system as provided for by Article 26(4) of Regulation 

No 1013/2006 in respect of cross-border shipments. To that end, the Italian Government will make 

a point of consulting the European Commission to check the operational procedures for also, 

in compliance with Community provisions, applying SISTRI in respect of cross-border shipments 

of waste.
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Allegato all' ALLEGATO
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