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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT Py EUROPEAN COMMISSION
*

<4
Chair of the Working Party % * Vice-President
Member of Parliament x - ** Inter-institutional refations and administration
Brussels, 26 July 2010
DCrgvt D (2010} 278
Dear Ambassador De Ruyt

Thank you very much for the letter of 30tk June, concerning the Framework Agreement between the
European Porliament and the Commission, which follows up on @ series of formal and informal
contacts between our Institutions on this matter. As you probubly know, the negotiations on the
revision of the Framework Agreement have recently been concluded by the Parliament and the

Commission.

On the Parliament side, on st July 2010, the Conference of Presidents unanimously endorsed the
proposed text and submitted it to the Committee on Constitutional Affairs for the preparation of a
report according to the provisions of Rule 127 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, Jor consideration
~ in plenary. The Commission has already authorised President Barroso to sign the agreement, once
formally endorsed by the Pavliament. We enclose a copy of the agreed text, which will however be
subject to a final legal-linguistic revision.

As we discussed in the Coreper lunch on 23 June, one of the main purposes of this exercise was o
adapt the existing Framework Agreement on the relations between the European Parliament and the
Commission to the Lisbon Treaty. The new Treaty introduces many institutional changes, and the
revision of the Framework Agreement should be seen o5 a means 1o build on these changes and, at the
same time, to promote efficient and productive collaboration between the institutions, whilst staying
within the new legal framework defined by the Treaties, and the institutional balomce of the Union.

Finally, we would like to stress the importance of a future close collaboration between our Institutions
on matters of common concern. We therefore welcome your suggestion of informal contacts between
the thiee institutions. It must be noted that on specific issues of interest for the Council, the revised
Framework Agreement does not affect the Council's institutional position and does not introduce
arrangements that would vequire the agreement of all three institutions. The issues of common
concern can now e taken forward in a joint manner by the three institutions, so as to complement the

bilateral agreement between the Parliament and the Commission.

Klaus-Heiner LEHNE Maros SEFCOVIC

cc.:  Members of COREPER R
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Revised Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament

and the Commission
Agreed text after closure of negotiations on 29 June 2010

REVISED PROVISIONAL VERSION

The European Parliament and the European Commission (hereinafter referred to as "the two
Institutions"),

having regard to the Treaty on European Union (TUE), the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU) and in particular Article 295 thereof, and the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community, (hereinafter referred to as "the Treaties"),

having regard to the Inter-institutional Agreements and texts governing relations between the
two Institutions,

having regard to Parliament's Rules of Procedure’, and in particular Rules 105, 106 and 127 as
well as Annex VIII and XIV,

having regard to the political guidelines and relevant statements made by President-elect of the
Commission on 15 September 2009 and on 9 February 2010 and the statements made by each
of the candidate Commissioners in the course of their hearings by the European Parliament's
committees,

. whereas the Lisbon Treaty strengthens the democratic legitimacy of the European Union's

decision-making process,

. whereas the two Institutions attach the utmost importance to the effective transposition and

implementation of Union law,

. whereas this Framework Agreement does not affect the powers and prerogatives of Parliament,

the Commission or any other institution or organ of the European Union but seeks to ensure
that those powers and prerogatives are exercised as effectively and transparently as possible,

. whereas this Framework Agreement should be interpreted in conformity with the institutional

framework as organized by the treaties,

. whereas the Commission will take due account of the respective roles conferred by the treaties

on the Parliament and the Council, in particular with reference to the basic principle of equal
treatment laid down under point 8,

. whereas it is appropriate to update the Framework Agreement concluded in May 2005% and to

replace it by the following text,

' OJ xx xx, reference to be updated.
20J € 117, 18.5.2006, p-123.

Draft final version 29.06.2010
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