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1. On 16 April 2010, the Working Party on Commodities unanimously agreed the text of the 

draft Conclusions set out in the Annex.

2. The Working Party therefore invites Coreper to confirm this agreement and to invite the 

Council to adopt the draft Conclusions set out in the Annex, by including them as an "A" item 

on the provisional agenda of a forthcoming Council session.

___________________
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Annex

Draft

Council Conclusions 

on

enhancing the EU action in the area of commodities

1. Bearing in mind inter alia the progress review of the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) that will take place at the 2010 MDGs Summit1, the European Union (EU) 

underlines the key role that commodities play in terms of poverty eradication, sustainable 

development and the achievement of the MDGs.

2. Commodities also play an important role in the EU economy and touch upon different EU 

policy areas such as development cooperation, trade, agriculture, environment, public health 

and security. Commodity-related challenges therefore need to be addressed in a holistic and 

coherent way, while taking into account all relevant policy perspectives and respecting the 

principles of ownership and partnership.

3. In light of the above and bearing in mind the need to ensure supply security, the EU will 

enhance its comprehensive approach on commodities policy, while maintaining its focus on 

sustainability and commodity dependence. This will be done by promoting a balanced 

approach among the three pillars of sustainable development (economic, environmental and 

social) and working towards further reducing the commodity dependence of developing 

countries, especially those least developed.

  
1 To be held at the UN Headquarters in New York, 20-22 September 2010.
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4. The EU will therefore support commodity-related initiatives aimed at fostering the 

organization of commodity sectors; identifying measures to manage the effects of price 

volatility; promoting the well-functioning of commodity markets through better market 

information, transparency and competition2; promoting corporate social responsibility and 

supporting the commodities value chain in all relevant development programmes and 

strategies in a sustainable manner.

5. The EU underscores the key role of international commodity agreements and International 

Commodity Bodies (ICBs) as suitable platforms for the sustainable development of the 

different commodity sectors, in particular by

· promoting international cooperation in commodity matters;

· providing a forum for consultations and the sharing of best practices among commodity 

producers and consumers at government level, as well as with the private sector, civil 

society and other relevant stakeholders;

· promoting transparency in the different commodity markets through the collection and 

dissemination of available information on production, trade and consumption of the 

different commodities and commodity products;

· promoting sustainable patterns for the development of the different commodity sectors, 

both in economic, environmental and social terms;

· promoting and assessing the progress made by complementary mechanisms such as 

public-private partnerships and other relevant initiatives that contribute to the 

sustainable development of commodity sectors;

· promoting a sustainable production and trade of commodities that responds to consumer 

demands for quality;

  
2 As set out in the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security (Rome, 16-

18 November 2009).
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· contributing as appropriate to the preparation of project proposals aimed at achieving 

the objectives of the relevant international commodity agreements;

· addressing the present and future challenges of commodities from a comprehensive and 

balanced perspective.

6. The EU should have a more proactive, strategic, coordinated and target-oriented role within 

ICBs, with a view to improving the effectiveness and efficiency of their work, in particular as 

regards sustainability and other commodity challenges. Monitoring and impact assessment of 

the work of ICBs, especially of its consistency with the EU objectives, are vital in this respect. 

7. In this context, the Council calls on the Commission and the Member States, in the framework 

of their respective competences, to 

· fully implement the Council conclusions of 27 April 2004 and 27 May 2008, in close 

cooperation with relevant ICBs as appropriate;

· continue their work on the 2008 Raw materials initiative;

· promote research and development on commodities with a view to enhancing

sustainability;

· enhance their involvement in commodity-related matters; and

· strive to improve the coordination, complementarity and coherence of all EU 

commodity-related policies and actions.
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Annex to the Annex
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