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Delegations will find attached a note submitted by the Belgian delegation to be dealt with under 

"Any other business" at the Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 22 February 2010.
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Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of 

certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies has contributed to making the fight against BSE 

a huge success. Numerous adjustments were made to achieve optimal, comprehensive checks, thus 

ensuring guarantees for public health at all times. Belgium greatly appreciates this efficient and

results-oriented European policy. 

The Commission previously announced its intention to put forward a new "TSE Road map". The 

conference "Animals + Humans = One Health" held on 28 September 2009 found that the current 

system required major changes. 

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 (in the conditions set out in Annex II) provides for the possibility to 

change the BSE status of a Member State according to the results obtained. The relevant conditions 

are set out in Annex II to the Regulation. Under those conditions, Belgium, and probably many 

other Member States, would fulfil the status of "country with a controlled BSE risk" instead of "a 

country with a negligible risk of BSE". As a result, healthy bovine animals for slaughter should no 

longer require testing. Such an amendment would not increase public health risks and would mean 

considerable savings for the government. 

Belgium would therefore urge the European Commission to make the "TSE Road Map II" a priority

and bring BSE monitoring into line with the results obtained as soon as possible (increase the age of 

testing from 60 months or phase out testing for animals born from 1 January 2004). Postponing 

these changes cannot be invoked as a reason for requiring superfluous testing which offers no added 

value to the citizen. 


