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NOTE
Subject : Summary conclusions of the 5th meeting of the Strategic Forum for International 

S&T Cooperation (SFIC), held in Brussels on 12 February 2010

The Chair of the Forum, Mr. Volker RIEKE (DE) being unable to attend the meeting, the ES

delegation (as the EU Presidency and in prior agreement with the SFIC Chair) opened the meeting 

and proposed an ad hoc solution that Mr. Walter MÖNIG (DE) chaired this meeting, which was 

approved by the Forum. The Forum also agreed to return to the question of the chairmanship in case 

of absence of the Chair for force majeure reasons which is an eventuality presently not addressed in 

the SFIC Rules of Procedure.

The Forum drew the following conclusions:

2. Task Forces

a) Task Force 1: Ms. Lucia COSTANZO (UK) gave a presentation on behalf of Mr. 

Gavin COSTIGAN (UK) the Chair of Task Force 1.
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As invited by SFIC at its meeting of 18 December 2009, Task Force 1 had reviewed its 

recommendations and presented its "Final Recommendations" as set out in the Annex. The 

Forum endorsed these recommendations, apart from the question of the (human) resources 

suggested for the central management of information sharing (recommendation 3). In this 

respect, the Chair, the Commission and the Council Secretariat will examine the question with 

a view to presenting an operational proposal for the next meeting of SFIC.

As to the scope of the "Sharepoint" tool, it was noted that its geographical coverage should be 

considered to be enlarged following a pilot phase which will focus on areas relevant to the 

pilot initiatives of Task Force 2 ("India", "Energy"). An active engagement of the SFIC 

members themselves and an involvement of the science counsellors in the information sharing 

activity was stressed.

Task Force 1 having now completed its mandate, the Chair acknowledged the work of this 

Task Force and in particular its Chair Mr. COSTIGAN.

b) Task Force 2: Mr. Jean-Luc CLEMENT (FR), the Chair of this Task Force, gave a 

presentation.

The work of Task Force 2 will continue on the basis of the recommendations endorsed by the 

Forum at its meeting of 18 December 2009.1 SFIC was informed of the approach taken by 

Task Force 2 towards the USA to send a questionnaire to SFIC members and observers to 

start collecting information about their bilateral cooperation in science and technology with 

the US with a view to pursue a more coherent European strategy vis-à-vis the US.

  
1 Doc. 1352/10.
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c) SET Plan: Mr LIBERALI (CION DG Research) gave a presentation on the state of play of 

the Strategic Energy Technology Plan, in terms of the governance of the SET Plan as well as 

the activities under way, in particular its international dimension. He also briefed the Forum 

on the activities of the EU-US Energy Council and the work undertaken by the various 

Working Groups it has created. He noted that the SET Plan has helped create critical mass on 

the European side which is also beneficial for the EU-US cooperation on energy, and that

SFIC could provide added value to the international dimension of the SET-PLAN which is 

about to be developed.

As to immediate follow-up, it was proposed that SFIC will be invited to participate at the 

meeting of the SET Plan Steering Group on 5 March 2010 and at the meeting of the SET Plan 

Steering Group Sherpas on 17 March 2010, where international cooperation would be on the 

agenda. Information on the participation of SFIC in these SET Plan meetings will be provided 

to the Forum. Further involvement of SFIC in the forthcoming SET Plan events could also be 

envisaged, based on an evaluation of the added value and on a further examination on how 

SFIC could best work together with the SET Plan .2

  
2 It may be recalled that, at its meeting on 18 December 2009, SFIC endorsed the following 

recommendation by Task Force 2, asking SFIC members to:
- start individual information exchange with the members of the SET-PLAN Steering Group 

at national level;
- envisage the participation of SFIC members/or the SFIC-Chair in subsequent SET-PLAN 

Steering Group meeting(s) and vice versa when appropriate (recommendation of the first 
Task Force report);

- endorse the organisation of a workshop on international energy (research) cooperation to 
create synergies between the SET-PLAN Steering Group and SFIC and to mutually 
reinforce each others activities (possibly in June 2010).
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3. Platforms for dialogue 

- EU-LAC: The Spanish delegation informed the Forum on the preparations for the Senior 

Officials Meeting (Buenos Aires 25-26 February 2010) whilst recalling that the strategic 

role of SFIC still needs to be tested.

The Chair invited delegations involved in the EU-LAC framework to seize the 

opportunity to increase the visibility of SFIC.

- Union for the Mediterranean: The forthcoming Ministerial Conference combining 

research and higher education (April 2010) was recalled and considered a useful initiative 

to improve cooperation between these two policy areas.

- EU-Africa: The Commission informed the Forum that it is preparing a concept paper for 

a Joint Africa-EU High Level S&T Policy Dialogue, particularly regarding effective and 

complementary structures for cooperation. The Commission suggested discussing these 

issues more in-depth on the basis of the concept paper at the next SFIC meeting.

The Chair stressed the importance of structured dialogues and suggested that Task 

Force 2 could look into this question.
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4. First annual report of SFIC
- Discussion and process for approval

The Forum had an exchange of views on the draft report drawn up by the Chair. Delegations,

who so wish, were invited to provide their written comments by 23 February 2010. On this 

basis the Chair will revise the draft and submit a revised version for written procedure. It was 

agreed that the approved report should be available in good time before the meeting of the 

Council ("Competitiveness") of 25-26 May 2010 and that elements of the report could also 

contribute to the Council Conclusions on the further development of the ERA.

5. Information on major events
- Update from the Presidency and future Presidencies, and SFIC members

· The upcoming EU-LAC S&T Ministerial Conference with participation of Members of 

the European Parliament taking place on 14 May 2010 in Madrid;

· COST Ministerial Conference on 14 and 15 June 2010 in Palma de Mallorca;

· SET Plan status (see above point 2c);

· Conference on "Space for the African Citizen" of 16 September 2010.

6. Drivers of International Research

Dr. Patries BOEKHOLT (Technopolis) presented the study "Drivers of international 

collaboration in research"3, which has been carried out on behalf of the Commission.

  
3 http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/drivers_sti.pdf.

The presentation has been transmitted to delegations separately.
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7. Topics for next session of 28 April 2010

• Rules of procedure:

- deputy chair question

- representation of SFIC vis-à-vis third countries

- issue of countries associated to FP7 

• Information sharing and Human Resources (follow-up to Task Force 1 recommendations);

• Task Force 2: status on preparation of pilot initiatives and other activities;

• Dialogue Platforms;

• ERA indicators

Note: For one of the subsequent meetings the ES Presidency suggests to have a presentation of the 

international cooperation strategy of DG INFSO.

______________



CREST-SFIC 1353/10 KP/amr 7
ANNEX DG C II EN

ANNEX

RECOMMENDATIONS OF TASK FORCE 1

1. SFIC should take a positive decision to adopt the Sharepoint tool as its primary method for 

sharing information.

2. The uploading of information to the Sharepoint should largely stay the responsibility of each 

SFIC member and be handled locally.

3. The overall management of the Sharepoint system should be handled centrally as part of the 

SFIC secretariat. Up to a half time person equivalent is necessary for this and should be 

funded through SFIC support resources either at the Council Secretariat or at an appropriate 

Commission office. Data analysis and drafting of synopses and summaries should be 

performed by a full time “SFIC information officer” who should be placed in a central 

secretariat structure for SFIC and also be funded through SFIC support resources either at the 

Council Secretariat or at an appropriate Commission office. Initially, as the work builds up, a 

single full time officer might start taking forward both of these functions.

4. Taskforce 2 on “Priority Setting” should test the SFIC Sharepoint for the upcoming necessary 

exchange of information for developing recommendations concerning the pilot initiatives on 

India and  Energy or other joint activities planned for 2010.

5. SFIC members should take responsibility for conveying information on SFIC activities to 

their “science counsellors”, and encourage them to work with their SFIC member equivalents 

overseas.

6. Task force 1, having finished it work, should be wound up.

_______________


