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EUROPEAN UNION

EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA
COMMITTEE
——————

– ERAC –
Secretariat

Brussels, 6 August 2010

ERAC 1205/10

NOTE
To: ERAC delegations
Subject: Draft Summary conclusions of the 1st meeting of ERAC, held in Santiago de 

Compostela, Spain, on 10 and 11 June 2010

The meeting was chaired by the Director General of the Research Directorate-General of the 

Commission, Mr. José Manuel SILVA RODRIGUEZ and the deputy Director-General, Ms. Anneli 

PAULI.

1. ADOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The Committee adopted the provisional agenda as set out in doc. CM 3294/10.

2. PRESENTATION OF THE SPANISH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION STRATEGY

Ms. Montserrat Torné, Director General for International Cooperation and Institutional 

Affairs at the Ministry of science and innovation, presented the above strategy to the 

Committee.

3. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 

330th MEETING

The Committee approved the summary conclusions of the 330th meeting held in Brussels on 

21 and 22 January 2010, set out in doc. CREST 1202/10.



ERAC 1205/10 MF/nj 2
EN

4. STANDING INFORMATION POINTS

4.1. PRESIDENCY

The Presidency presented the outcome of the Competitiveness Council of 26 May 2010, 

in particular as regards the adoption of Council resolution on the developments in the 

governance of the ERA (doc. 10255/10) which renamed the CREST Committee to 

European Research Area Committee (ERAC) and approved its new mandate.

Other Council conclusions adopted by the Competitiveness Council on 26 May 2010 

were the following:

– Council conclusions on simplified and more efficient programmes supporting 

European research and innovation (doc. 10268/10)

– Council conclusions on creating an innovative Europe (doc. 10266/10)

– Council conclusions on various issues related to the development of the ERA 

(doc. 10246/10).

4.2. COMMISSION

The Commission informed the Committee on the following:

i) Implementation of FP7:

– Work Programmes for 2011 will be approved in July.

– Interim evaluation of FP7: the panel will finalise a report in September or 

beginning of October. A response from the Commission is expected for 

November/December1.

– On 3 June the EU signed the agreement associating the Faeroe Islands to FP7. The 

association is retroactively applicable as of 1 January 2010.

ii) Preparation of FP8

– Impact assessment will be launched soon.

– The results of the discussions in the European Council and the Council on the 

upcoming European Innovation Plan, to be presented by the Commission 

provisionally in September, will serve as an input for the preparation of FP8.

  
1 Updated information can be found at

http://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/index_en.cfm?pg=fp7
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– The aim is to have all FP8 Commission proposals adopted at the beginning of 

2012.

– By the end of 2010, the Commission will propose the prolongation of the Euratom 

Framework Programme until the end of 2013. This proposal will include the 

Euratom FP, its Specific Programme, the JRC Euratom Specific programme and 

the Rules for Participation.

iii) Policy initiatives:

– On 27 April, the Commission adopted three recommendations on the JPIs, 

selected by the GPC on 10 November 2009 and endorsed by the Council on 4 

December 2010, notably Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change; A 

healthy diet for a healthy life; and Cultural Heritage and Global Change: a new 

Challenge for Europe;

– On 29 April, the Commission adopted a communication entitled "Simplifying the 

implementation of the Research Framework Programmes";

– On 28 May, the Commission adopted a communication entitled "More or less 

controls? Striking the right balance between the administrative costs of control 

and the risk of error";

– The BONUS former Article 169 initiative was scheduled to be approved by the 

European Parliament at its plenary on 16 June;

– The ITRE Committee of the EP appointed Ms. Maria de Graça Carvahlo as 

rapporteur for the simplification of research programmes.

In addition, the Commission informed the Committee that a workshop on the role of 

philanthropy to support Research and Innovation in Europe will be held in Brussels on 

13 October, co-organised with the Belgian Presidency, and invited all delegations to 

nominate their representatives to this conference.
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4.3. INFORMATION OF THE INCOMING BELGIAN PRESIDENCY ON THEIR 

PLANS FOR SECOND HALF OF 2010

The main priority lines of the incoming Belgian Presidency are, as follows:

1. Implementation of the EU 2020 strategy: the aim is to feed in to the European Council 

in October as regards the discussion on the European Innovation Plan, with a view to 

adopting Council conclusions to this effect on 26 November;

2. Implementation of the ERA: the aim is to adopt Council conclusions on the progress 

report at the Competitiveness Council on 26 November;

3. Simplification: on the basis of additional consultations with relevant stakeholders and 

the discussion following the informal Competitiveness Council in July on this issue, the 

aim is to adopt Council conclusions on the simplification at the Competitiveness 

Council on 26 November;

4. Joint Programming: the aim is to continue working on the framework conditions and to 

adopt Council conclusions on the basis of three Commission recommendations (see 

point 4.2.iii);

5. Research and Sustainable development: various conferences and workshops will be 

organised by the Presidency on this issue.

6. Space and Atomic questions: A ministerial conference on space exploration will be 

organised on 21 October, and the Space Council meeting on 25 November. The 

incoming Belgian Presidency will start examining Commissions proposals for the 

prolongation of the Euratom FP, and will search to find an agreement on the ITER 

baseline project.



ERAC 1205/10 MF/nj 5
EN

5. RENEWED MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE

The Chair informed the Committee on its new mandate following the adoption of Council 

resolution on the development in the governance of the ERA on 26 May. Due to lack of time for 

consultations on the draft text of new ERAC's rules of procedure, the Committee agreed, on the 

proposal by the Chair, that the so-called "Quintet", i.e. the previous, present and three incoming 

Presidencies, would prepare a final draft text of the rules with a view to its discussion and possible 

approval at the next ERAC meeting on 7 and 8 October 2010.

6. COMMISSION COMMUNICATION ON SIMPLIFICATION

The Commission presented its communication of 29 April 2010, entitled "Simplifying the 

implementation of the Research Framework Programmes", concentrating mainly on the non-

legislative proposals for changes as well as on options for changing the rules and funding 

mechanisms. Legislative proposals for changes under FP were, however, not excluded as an option 

if the interinstitutional debate brings forward this necessity.

In response, several delegations underlined the following issues that would need to be examined in 

relation to the simplification of the research programmes:

- Broad agreement for the need to accept the accounting principles of the beneficiaries;

– the need to synchronise to a certain extent FP rules and Structural Funds rules as well 

as other instruments by putting in place some general principles for their use. This is in 

particular due to the fact that R&D projects are very often combined by various 

instruments, in particular in the new Member States;

– the need to maintain Member States' possibility to provide comments on the selection 

of projects;

– the necessity to keep the momentum towards simplification by making a number of 

improvements in due time, such as further simplification of procedures (to cut down the 

time between the selection of projects and first payments to the participants) and more 

transparency. For more far-reaching changes a clear timetable should be prepared, 

together with a mechanism to measure the progress made as simplification is an 

ongoing process;
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– as regards the output based vs. cost-reimbursement approach, no clear preference has 

been established, however, the delegations requested a feasibility study on the use of 

the output based approach;

– the possibility of accepting VAT as an eligible cost.

The Commission took note of the input by the delegations which will serve as a basis for further 

discussions on the simplification issue during the incoming Belgian Presidency. The Chair invited 

the delegations to provide additional written positions, if they so wish.

The incoming Belgian Presidency outlined the timetable for the adoption of Council conclusions on 

simplification, scheduled for the adoption by the Competitiveness Council on 26 November, and for 

discussion at the informal Competitiveness Council:

– 14 July: simplification seminar;

– 15/16 July: on the first day of the informal Competitiveness Council cross-cutting issues will 

be dealt with at joint session of the research and industry Ministers, the simplification issues

will be tackled on the second day;

– September: the Presidency will submit draft Council conclusions on simplification to 

the Research Working Party;

– 26 November: adoption of Council conclusions on simplification by the Competitiveness 

Council.

7. ERA INITIATIVES: INFORMATION ON DEVELOPMENTS

The Committee took note on the latest developments in relation to the following ERA initiatives:

7.1. ERA Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility (SGHRM):

The Chair, Mr. Fulvio Esposito (IT) reported on the activities of SGHRM as well as its 

Working Groups since the adoption of Council conclusions on 26 September 2008 on the 

European Partnership for Researchers (EPR). The report in particular highlighted that EPR 

boosted the awareness of the role of researchers in socio-economic development across the 

EU and associated countries, as well as the abundance of good practices in place and common 

difficulties identified.
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It follows from the report that EURAXESS is instrumental for the implementation of all four 

axes of EPR. 31 countries contributed to the report of the Group, 25 Member States and 6 

associated countries, out of which eight submitted a National Action Plan. According to the 

Chair, this shows the level of commitment of delegations to find individual solutions to 

common issues and provides a good basis for the EPR to become one of the building blocks 

of the Europe 2020 strategy.

The Chair announced that the final report will be circulated to CREST in due course.

7.2. Knowledge Transfer Group (KT Group)

The Chair, Mr. Klaus Uckel (DE), reported on the activities of the KT Group and its two sub-

groups with a view to preparing a written report for adoption in time for the ERAC meeting 

in October. The Committee took note of the progress made in particular in the following 

issues:

– ERA indicator(s) for knowledge transfer: as knowledge transfer is a multifaceted 

phenomenon, it has proved to be extremely difficult to capture it in one single indicator. The 

work will continue towards possible development of a composite indicator in 2011;

– Guidelines (for stakeholders and public authorities) for KT in international research 

cooperation: cooperation with international partners with different legal and cultural 

background needs special attention to PI issues and requires specific guidelines and policy 

initiatives;

– Measures taken to improve KT in Member States and associated countries: a clear 

progress has been made in taking measures to improve KT in light of the Council resolution.

7.3. Scientific Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC)

Mr. Walter Mönig (DE) reported on the latest activities in SFIC on behalf of its Chair, Mr. 

Volker Rieke, in particular the following:

– In its conclusions1 of 26 May 2010, the Competitiveness Council acknowledged the 

progress made by SFIC and requested for more coordinated action in various international 

fora in the future;

  
1 10246/10.
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– SFIC adopted its first annual report;

– Task Force I "Information sharing": the issue regarding the availability of resources for 

the central management of the "Sharepoint Tool" has not been finally solved yet. Until 

a final decision has been taken the Commission offered to initially handle the 

information. The Commission will also prepare a non-paper for SFIC to this effect;

– Task Force II "Priority setting": SFIC endorsed its report on the progress made in the 

India Pilot Initiative as well as their proposed approach in relation to China, in 

particular the proposed step-by-step approach with a view to establishing a body of 

evidence on the Chinese innovation system first. In addition it was asked to look 

further into a possible role of SFIC in the SET-Plan activities.

7.4. High Level group on Joint Programming (GPC)

On behalf of the Spanish Presidency, Ms. Angeles Rodriguez reported that GPC at its 

meeting on 4 May identified and substantiated the following six new JPI themes, which were 

welcomed by the Competitiveness Council:

- Connecting Climate Knowledge for Europe (Clik'EU);

- Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans;

- More Years, Better Lives - The Potential and Challenges of Demographic Change;

- The microbial challenge - An emerging threat to human health;

- Urban Europe - Global Challenges, Local Solutions;

- Water Challenges for a Changing World;

The Commission is now invited to contribute to the preparation of JPIs which correspond to 

the themes identified and substantiated by the GPC, together with the state of play of research 

in the field of each of these themes, on the basis of which the Council will agree on JPIs

sometimes in 2011.
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GPC also made further progress in developing the framework conditions. A joint meeting 

with EuroHORCs/ESF was held in Madrid on 27 and 28 May, with a view to finding a 

common agreement on the framework conditions. The results of this meeting as well as the 

first draft framework conditions document will be presented to GPC for discussion at its next 

meeting on 2 July.

8. ERAC AD-HOC WORKING GROUPS ON SYNERGIES BETWEEN POLICIES AND 

PROGRAMMES AND REVIEW OF ERA-RELATED INSTRUMENTS

The Chair of the ad-hoc WG on ERA related instruments, Mr. Dan Andrée (SE), reported that the 

group which had met twice decided that at this stage their input would be premature and that their 

main role would be to propose recommendations to the Commission in light of the preparation of 

the ERA Communication / Action Plan scheduled for mid-2011. Also the WG on Synergies should 

finalise its work before the WG on instruments can proceed.

The Chair of the ad-hoc WG on Synergies between policies and programmes, Mr. Arie van der 

Zwan (NL), presented the first results of the consultation of ERAC delegations on the basis of a 

questionnaire entitled "Synergies between the various programmes within the knowledge triangle 

and the Cohesion Programmes". The main aim of this consultation is to draw up key findings and 

flag possible recommendations for the Commission in the preparation of the European Research 

and Innovation Plan, due to be published in September.

On the basis of the outcome of this consultation and additional questions that had been put forward 

to the Committee in advance of the meeting, ERAC gave further input to the work of the ad-hoc 

WG on Synergies by emphasising in particular the following:

– the possibility to introduce scientific excellence as a criteria for the use of the Structural 

Funds;

– the possibility to synchronise or simplify, to the extent possible, FP and Structural Funds 

rules, despite the fact that the core objectives of the  programmes are different;

– the need to ensure synergies at all levels, EU, national and regional, governance and 

instrumental, in order to achieve the best results possible;
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– the necessity to ensure the support from the highest political level with a view to achieving

better synergy between policy and programmes,

– the usefulness of drafting an ERAC report on the synergies between different programmes of 

the knowledge triangle;

– the need for all relevant programmes to re-examine some of their prerogatives with a view to 

achieving better synergies.

On the basis of this input, the ad-hoc WG was requested to finalise the report on Synergies between 

the various programmes within the knowledge triangle and the Cohesion Programmes which would 

be then subject to adoption by the Committee via the written procedure by the end of June or 

beginning of July.

9. ERA INFORMATION SYSTEM IN SUPPORT OF POLICY-MAKING

The Committee took note of the status of ERAWATCH, the Commission's web-based information 

platform on research policies, actors, organisations and support measures in Europe and other 

countries, and NETWATCH, an information platform on trans-national R&D collaboration, both 

being developed by the Commission, the Joint Research Centre - Institute for Prospective 

technological Studies (JRC-IPTS), based in Seville, in close cooperation with DG Research.

The Committee also took note of the measures undertaken following the recommendations made 

after the ERAWATCH evaluation in 2008, which called in particular for a more active involvement 

of Member States in establishing the research inventory.

On the question of what could be improved or added to ERAWATCH/NETWATCH, the following 

was underlined:

– The main focus should be to ensure the quality of information;

– ERA needs an information backbone and ERAWATCH could be considered as this 

backbone, provided that Member States become even more involved;

– ERAWATCH contact points would not be involved in the collection of information, just in 

checking its accuracy;

– The lack of its use has been in particular caused by the lack of visibility. Further actions need 

to be undertaken to improve its visibility;
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The Committee welcomed the idea to establish a network of National ERAWATCH Contact Points
with a view to reinforcing factual accuracy of the inventory.

The Chair concluded that there is a need for continued development of a modular approach by 
combining the existing information systems (ERAWATCH, NETWATCH, TrendChart etc.) with a
view to avoiding duplication and to providing consistency. This should improve visibility and user-
friendliness, too. In this way, the “ERA information system” could be gradually formed, step-by-
step, using the present systems as initial modules. Regular updates must be ensured and quality 
checks made. Data collections should be streamlined with the OECD to avoid duplication of efforts 
in the Member States. 

10. SURVEY RESULTS OF THE EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS ON INVESTMENTS IN 

R&D

The Commission presented the results of the second survey on the impacts of the economic crisis on 
public investments in R&D, launched following the decision to this effect at the CREST meeting in 
Kiruna on 28 and 29 September 2009. These results were complemented with new insights on 
business R&D trends investigated through the 2009 IRMA survey. The Committee welcomed the 
findings of the surveys and also stressed the usefulness of this exercise. In principle the Committee 
welcomed the idea of a third edition of the survey on the impacts of the economic crisis on public 
investments in R&D in 2011.

Upon request of some delegations, the Commission will modify the report which will then be 
published as an official ERAC document.

11. EU 2020 AND THE EUROPEAN PLAN FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

The Committee took note of the state of play of the preparation of the Communication on the 
Innovation Union flagship initiative, including its regional dimension, with a view to the thematic 
European Council meeting on research and innovation, as part of the Europe 2020 strategy, and its 
follow up at the Competitiveness Council on 26 November1. Moreover, it also took note of the state 
of play of the dialogue on the R&D target setting, including a new innovation indicator for which 
the Commission had nominated a panel of experts.

  
1 It is to be noted that after the meeting took place, it has been announced that the thematic 

European Council will only take place in December 2010.
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During the discussion, in particular the following issues were raised:

– the necessity to link the R&I Plan to existing instruments/processes like Joint Programming, 

SFIC, ESFRI, JTIs, EIT, etc;

–_ necessity to spell out strategy targets /policy links;

– need for a multilevel governance and strategy;

– level of articulation of the R&I Plan with other Europe 2020 Flagships and the OECD 

innovation strategy;

– future for the ERA partnership initiatives in the new context (will there be more money 

available?);

– intentions to propose legislative actions;

– challenge of coherence in regional level in view of different competences;

– horizontal role of innovation (mainstreaming concept of innovation to other policies);

– usefulness of maintaining the 3% target and the indication of the share to be financed by the 

public sector;

– difficulty to capture innovation with a single indicator and preference for defining a “pool of 

innovation indicators”;

– different logic of FP7/CIP/Structural Funds calling into question full merger of these in the 

future;

– importance to take also into account also  state aid aspects and tax incentives;

–

– importance of monitoring elements which public authorities can influence (e.g. Public funding 

as opposed to private investment);

– need for a EU 2020 mid term review in mid 2015;

– need to monitor also fiscal measures as part of public support to R&D.
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12. PEER LEARNING ACTIVITIEY (PLA) ON UNIVERSITIES

The Committee took note of the Mid-Term report of the PLA on Universities, together with some of 

its preliminary conclusions. This update on the PLA work was presented by representatives of 

Denmark which is the leading country of the activity., Building on the preliminary findings of the 

PLA Mid-Term report, the following key questions were identified : how to create balance between 

system sustainability and the promotion of excellence, and how to achieve a successful 

diversification of institutional profiles.

The final report of the PLA on Universities will be presented in ERAC by the end of 2010. The 

PLA outcomes aim to nurture further policy making also outside the ERAC scope. 

The incoming Belgian Presidency announced a Conference on the excellence of universities and 

other research organisations, to be held on 14 and 15 October in Brussels.

13. POLICY MIX PEER REVIEWS ON CYPRUS AND LATVIA

The Committee took note of the policy mix reviews on Cyprus and Latvia which will be made 

public.

Slovenia and Serbia are candidates to be peer-reviewed in 2010 / 2011.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Based on the 2010 provisional Work Programme of the Committee, the tentative agenda for the 

next ERAC meeting, to be held in Brussels on 7 and 8 October, is as follows, subject to possible 

modification by the "Quintet":
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– Adoption of ERAC's Rules of Procedure

– Election of the Vice-Chair and the elected members of the ERAC Steering Board

– The European Research and Innovation Plan: Common session with the innovation sub-group of 

the Enterprise Policy Group

– The ERA 2011 Communication: first debate

– Review of the work by the ad hoc groups on Synergies between policies and programmes and 

Review of ERA-related instruments

– Implications of the EU 2020 strategy for the first post-2010 mutual learning exercise on 

research policies (objectives and topics)

– (poss.) Process to identify the priorities for the future European research and innovation taking 

into account forward looking activities.

_______________


