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Delegations will find annexed a note from the delegations of Belgium, The Netherlands and 

Luxembourg.
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ANNEX

BENELUX JOINT POSITION PAPER

Sustainability Criteria for Biomass

Article 17(9) of the Directive 2009/28/EC (Renewable Energy Directive) states that by 31 

December 2009 the Commission shall report on requirements for a sustainability scheme for energy 

uses of biomass, other than biofuels and bioliquids.

It also states that, where appropriate, this report shall be accompanied by proposals to the European 

Parliament and the Council for a sustainability scheme.

According to our information, however, the Commission does not intend at this stage to propose a 

scheme for harmonized sustainability criteria.

The Benelux countries are of the opinion that the absence of a Commission proposal in this regard 

would be a missed opportunity.

Several arguments can be brought forward in favour of a harmonized system of binding 

sustainability criteria.

A European framework for sustainability criteria will be the most effective way of ensuring that 

imported biomass originates from sources that are both sustainable and stable. As a considerable 

number of member States will be obliged to import biomass to reach their 2020 renewable energy 

targets, the importance of this argument should not be underestimated.

Furthermore, a European framework will make it easier for member states to reach their 2020 

targets by enhancing the efficient functioning of the internal market for biomass and by 

guaranteeing stable and sustainable supply chains.

A harmonized system will also facilitate sustainable export by member States of their own 

indigenous biomass products.
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The sustainability criteria for solid biomass should be drafted along the lines of the existing criteria 

for biofuels and bioliquids. Without anticipating a possible debate regarding the details of these 

criteria, it is important to note that these should be suited to the different biomass flows and sources, 

taking into account their specificities. The mere duplication of the minimum required greenhouse 

gas emission saving for biofuels is therefore neither desirable nor realistic. It would make sense to 

set a higher emission saving requirement for solid biomass for electricity generation, heating and 

cooling, since all or almost all forms of solid biomass can easily achieve higher savings.

In conclusion, the Benelux countries insist on the development by the Commission of a proposal for 

an appropriate framework for harmonized and binding sustainability criteria for biomass used for 

energy purposes. This proposal should accompany the Commission report that is due before the end 

of the year.

________________________


