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Declarations 

Unilateral statement by the United Kingdom delegation

"Since the Commission's proposals were published in May 2007, it was commonly understood that 

the three Regulations to be adopted today would be negotiated as a package and would therefore 

have a common implementation date.  The United Kingdom accepted the new cabotage rules on the 

basis that these would be balanced by new safety enforcement provisions in the Access to the 

Occupation Regulation (e.g. ability to report on hauliers who commit infringements in a host 

country to their home country so that appropriate action is taken against them).  It was on this 

understanding that the UK signed up to political agreement reached at the Transport Council in 

June 2008.
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The UK understands the desire of the European Parliament and some Member States to see early 

implementation of the cabotage rules in order to get legal clarity and have standardised conditions. 

The UK is, however, disappointed that implementation will not proceed on the basis that was 

originally agreed.

The United Kingdom supports the new Regulations and will therefore be voting in favour of them 

today, but sincerely hopes that in any future negotiations on a package of measures like the Road 

Transport proposals a reversal of agreed commitments in respect of common implementation dates 

given from the outset of the negotiations does not occur, in the way that happened here."

Statement by the Commission

"1. The Commission shall monitor closely the effectiveness of checks carried out by the 

Member States on the new cabotage regime and will include an assessment as to the 

effectiveness of these checks in the first report on the application of the social legislation and 

developments in road transport that it will submit to the European Parliament and Council (cf 

Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 561/2006) following the entry into force of the provisions 

on cabotage.

2. Article 17(3) of the Regulation on common rules for access to the international road haulage

market foresees that the Commission shall draw up a report on the state of the Community 

road transport market by the end of 2013, which will contain an assessment as to whether 

harmonisation of the rules in the fields, inter alia, of enforcement and road user charges, as 

well as social and safety legislation, has progressed to such an extent that the further opening 

of domestic road transport markets, including cabotage, could be envisaged.

If the assessment supports this conclusion, the Commission will submit appropriate 

proposals."



12681/09 ADD 1 ard/EC/sm 3
JUR EN

STATEMENT BY THE ITALIAN DELEGATION 

"Italy notes that the draft Regulation on road haulage cabotage includes some unsatisfactory 

aspects:

* the enacting terms and, in part, recital 15 governing services on a temporary basis do not 

contain a provision to the effect that cabotage must not become a permanent, continual or 

systematic activity;

* in Article 8, the provisions on evidence of proper performance of cabotage operations and the 

prohibition on requiring other documents to prove fulfilment of the operating conditions 

appear to be insufficient to prevent the risk of evasion of the restrictions on the performance 

of cabotage;

* in Article 17, the end-of-2013 date for the Commission report containing an analysis of the 

transport market and an assessment of progress in harmonisation is too early.

Italy considers that account must be taken of the differences existing in the Community market 

resulting from the undeniably diverse objective conditions of the individual markets of the 

Member States, which have become increasingly obvious following the enlargement of the Union.

Cabotage must therefore be regulated in such a way that this practice is not used for anything other 

than its intrinsic function, which can only be temporary, as stated in the Treaty with regard to 

provision of services.

In view of the differences referred to above, it is necessary to allow sufficient time for the transport 

market to settle in order to achieve substantive integration and avoid adverse effects on individual 

national markets.

For the same reason, the Commission report should not be presented too soon, in order to ensure 

that the new rules on cabotage do not have inadequate operation and verification times, including as 

regards the deadlines set for their application."


