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Statement for the minutes by the German delegation regarding
interviews for visa applicants at consulates

The German delegation generally welcomes the agreement on a Visa Code. It has not endorsed the
current version owing to the fact that its request that visa applicants be interviewed has not been
accommodated. The German delegation would therefore reiterate its proposal that visa applicants
submitting a first application should, in principle, be interviewed by a consular officer since such
applicants are, in any case, required to appear at the visa office in person to be fingerprinted
(exceptions: bona fide applicants and applications filed with external service providers or
commercial intermediaries). Although Article 10(1) of the Code lays down that applicants shall
appear in person when lodging an application and Article 21(8) stipulates that, during the

examination of an application, consulates may in justified cases call the applicant for an

interview, these provisions fail to make our requirement sufficiently clear. The German delegation

now expects its proposal to be included in the Handbook for the application of the Visa Code.
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