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Delegations will find, in annex, an information note from the Commission services on the above-
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ANNEX

European Institute for Innovation and Technology (EIT)
Information from the Commission on the state of play

Since the EIT’s inaugural meeting last September in Budapest, the Governing Board has made rapid 

and considerable progress in making the Institute operational. 

The Board aims to position the EIT as a key driver of European sustainable growth and 

competitiveness through the stimulation of world-leading innovation, via a number of major 

concerted actions. In terms of approach, the Board has identified "leadership", "simplicity" and a 

"can-do" as its guiding principles. 

The first of these actions are the Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs), which for the 

first time at Community level will respond to global strategic challenges by integrating the entire 

"innovation chain" from education, research and technology to economic and societal impact, with 

a strong emphasis on public outreach. KICs will aim to become recognized as webs of excellence 

driven by world-class leadership and management, creating new business opportunities for both 

existing industry and new endeavours alike and with a particular focus on entrepreneurship and 

entrepreneurship education. In particular, the EIT intends to develop and educate entrepreneurial 

people able to work across traditional stakeholder borders, sectors and disciplines, giving rise to a 

new generation of dynamic European innovators. 

To help shape its vision of the KICs and develop a dialogue with the potential stakeholder 

community, the Board has held a series of EIT seminars held between November 2008 and 

May 2009, in co-operation with various Member States:

• General EIT seminar, Bratislava (24 November 2008)

• EIT thematic seminar on the Future Information and Communication Society, Budapest 

(23 January 2009)

• EIT thematic seminar on Sustainable Energy, Vienna (16 February 2009)

• EIT thematic seminar on Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, Madrid 

(16 March 2009)
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• EIT thematic seminar on Entrepreneurship (Wrocław, 6-7 May 2009)

• EIT "Info Day" for KIC proposers (Wrocław, 8 May 2009)

The first two to three KICs will be selected by the end of 2009, ahead of the deadline laid down in 

the Regulation, from among three themes reflecting EU policy priorities: climate change mitigation 

and adaptation; sustainable energy; and the future information and communication society. The call 

for KIC proposals, including IPR guidelines, was launched on 2 April and will close at the end of 

August.  KIC proposals will be assessed by external, independent experts. The call for the selection 

of independent experts that will take part in the evaluation of KIC proposals was launched on 

14 May. 

The first EIT rolling triennial work programme due in July 2009 will be the Board's first 

opportunity to lay down the EIT's preliminary vision, and initial, practical actions realizable in the 

short- to medium-term.  The triennial work programme will be sent to the Commission, the Council 

and the European Parliament. Recognizing the EIT’s contribution to the European Research Area, 

the European Higher Education Area and forthcoming Innovation Plan, the Board attaches great 

importance to close cooperation and cross-fertilization with existing European and national 

initiatives and actors in the areas of education, of research and technological development and of 

innovation.

The Governing Board is committed to mobilizing support from industrial, financial and 

philanthropic sources. In order to guarantee the long-term sustainability of EIT activities, the Board 

has also initiated high-level contacts with the European Investment Bank and is currently 

conducting a feasibility analysis on the establishment of an EIT Foundation.

Finally, the appointment of the first EIT Director is well underway. The call for applications was 

published in November 2008 and attracted almost 270 applications, of which 210 were deemed 

eligible. The applications are now being examined and the Director is due to be appointed by late 

summer 2009.

Following close cooperation with the Hungarian authorities, the new EIT Headquarters building in 

Budapest should be made available by autumn this year.
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