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EUROPEAN UNION

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL
RESEARCH COMMITTEE

——————
Crest

Secretariat

Brussels, 21 October 2009

CREST 1215/09

NOTE
To: Crest delegations
Subject: Draft summary conclusions of the 328th meeting of Crest held in Kiruna, Sweden,

on 28 and 29 September 2009

The meeting was chaired by the deputy Director-General of the Research Directorate-General of the 

Commission, Ms Anneli PAULI.

1. ADOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The Committee adopted the provisional agenda as set out in doc. CM 3697/09.

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 

327th MEETING

The Committee approved the summary conclusions of the 327th meeting held at Directors-

General level in Brussels on 17 July, set out in doc. CREST 1211/1/09, as amended. ES 

clarified that the joint Competitiveness/Employment Council mentioned under the heading 

"Knowledge Triangle" is suggested by ES.
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION

· Presidency

The Presidency debriefed the Committee of the events organised by the SE Presidency, 

notably the following:

- Ministerial seminar of 24 September

- Informal Council in UMEÅ

· Commission

The Commission informed the Committee that:

- The Work Programme 2010 has been adopted. 51 calls for proposals with a 

budget of €4 billion.

- The mandate for the FP7 mid-term review evaluation panel has been finalised and 

the Cooperation Programme Committee is to give its opinion on 8 October, followed by 

the other committees.

- The panel will subsequently be set up in January/February 2010 and deliver its 

report before end 2010.

- A communication on simplification is planned for spring 2010.

- On 21-23 October, an ERA Conference "Working Together To Strengthen 

Research in Europe" will be held.

- On 13 October an event on European Technology Platforms is planned with the 

intention for a follow-up on 11-12 May 2010.

- The Neurodegenerative Diseases ("Alzheimers") joint programming proposal in 

its current form as a draft Council recommendation was presented by CION on 22 July.

There is a need to review the issue of the legal base. The rapporteur for the Alzheimer 

proposal - Philippe Lamberts - has been nominated.

- In October a communication on Financing Low Carbon Technologies will be 

presented.

ERA INITIATIVES:

· High Level group on Joint Programming (GPC)

SE presidency informed on the work progress on the basis of the meeting of 

15 September preceded by a seminar on 14 September. Resulting from these, the draft 

challenges have been identified and a set of corresponding clusters is being submitted 
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by the respective ad hoc panels which will submit their proposal by 10 October for the 

meeting of 15 October.

A progress report containing a draft set of projects is expected to be endorsed by the 

next Competitiveness Council of 3 December 2009.

In parallel work on the framework conditions is continued.

The next GPC meeting scheduled for 4 December.

· Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC)

The DE delegation informed the Committee that two ad hoc task forces on 'information 

sharing' and on 'priority setting' for the preparation of the next meeting have been set up.

CION provides secretarial support for both task forces. SFIC is suggested to work both 

on major partner countries and sector specific fields. In this respect India as well the 

sector of energy are being suggested as pilot cases. The respective reports will be 

discussed during the next meeting on 21 October.

· CREST Working Group on Knowledge Transfer

The Chair (Mr Klaus Uckel/DE) presented to the Committee a short update of the 

Working Group activities, in particular the following:

- A sub-group on internationalisation, chaired by FR, has been set up during the last 

meeting stressing in this respect the need for close liaison with the Strategic Forum for 

International Cooperation (SFIC).

- Written guidelines are in preparation.

- Contacts with WIPO have been recently established which confirmed the need for 

a closer link.

- Chair will update the next GPC meeting on progress.

· European Framework for Research Infrastructures (ERIC)

CION informed that:

- The regulation entered into force on 20 August.

- A practical guide is in preparation.
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4. Science and research policy in Sweden

Mr Peter Honeth, State Secretary at the Ministry of Education, presented the science and 
research policy in Sweden.

5. Ljubljana Process

5.1 Reinforcing ERA Governance
CREST adopted the summary report of the debate on ERA instruments and governance, held 
at the CREST meeting at DG level on 17 July, set out in doc. 1212/09.

In addition, CREST held an additional discussion on the matter, on the basis of a presentation 
of views by the Commission and the Presidency, with the aim of providing further input for 
the deliberations in the Council on a draft resolution on the ERA governance, scheduled for 
adoption at the Competitiveness Council on 3 December 2009.

In particular the following issues were raised during the discussion:

· new partnership between the Commission and Member States in the ERA governance;

· greater responsibilities undertaken by the Member States;

· the need for simplicity, efficiency and effectiveness of the new governance;

· appropriate consultation and involvement of relevant stakeholders;

· chairmanship of CREST in the future;

· consequences of entry into force of the Lisbon treaty (new Article 179);

· a new, more strategic role of CREST in the new ERA governance structure;

· relationship between new CREST and other advisory bodies in the ERA;

· added-value of establishing ERA Ministerial conferences;

· frequency of CREST meetings;

· availability of resources to support the work of different groups and bodies; and,

· role of the associated countries to FP in the new ERA governance.

The discussion showed a wide convergence of views on the broad principles but also some 
differences of views on their practical implementation. This was felt to demonstrate the need 
for more thorough discussions on the matter. It was agreed that CREST should discuss the 
consequences of entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on the basis of a note from the 
Commission early in 2010.
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5.2 ERA indicators for policy targets and monitoring

Mr Ziarko, from the Belgian delegation, presented the work of the expert group set up by the 

Commission which constitutes valuable input for the preparation of a proposal responding to 

the Council invitation in various Council conclusions to identify a set of indicators to monitor 

progress towards the ERA. The presentation was followed by a discussion on the structure of 

the report with a view to its finalisation. In general, delegations supported the layout and 

typology of the report and supported the idea that the Knowledge Transfer Working Group 

proposes additional indicators.

However, the following suggestions were made in order to improve it:

· the need to include also the associated countries to FP;

· the need for simplification of indicators;

· the possibility to establish groups of countries with a similar policy mix for the ease of 

comparison;

· the need to ensure the flexibility of indicators but also to ensure the necessary continuity 

of some indicators with a view to having long-term perspective;

· no need for duplication of indicators in the framework of the Lisbon strategy; and,

· the need to include addition indicators, in particular on innovation, researchers' careers 

(mobility), infrastructures

Delegations agreed to send written comments to the expert group with a view to the 

finalisation of the report and to the presentation at the CREST meeting on 20 November of a 

proposal by the Commission services.

6. Research policy in the post-2010 EU policy strategy

The Commission presented tentative views on the development of the EU's post 2010 agenda both 

from the broad perspective and from that of research policy. In particular, the following three 

possible overarching orientations for post-2010 research policy discussed in the Ministerial seminar 

and Competitiveness Council on 24 & 25 September were reiterated, i.e.:

1. to resolve societal/grand challenges and develop new markets;

2. to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the European research system; and,
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3. to expand the research base to bring about a transition to a more knowledge-intensive 

economy and society;

as well as some timing milestones:

October 2009: possible launch of a public consultation

Early 2010: Commission’s formal proposal

March 2010: The Spring European Council

After March 2010: follow-up to implement overall strategy and in specific policy areas e.g. 

Innovation Action Plan, ERA Communication (2010/11).

7. Mutual learning exercise on the basis of Lisbon National Reform Programmes

CREST agreed with the Commission proposal of topics for the 4th mutual learning exercise, to be 

held on 19 November. The two topics for the exercise set in the perspective of the assessment of the 

implementation and of the revision of the integrated guidelines for Growth and Jobs are the 

following:

(1) changes in R&D policy mix and orientations (e.g. objectives, priorities, instruments, links 

with other policies); and,

(2) integrating better ERA objectives in national policies and improving articulation between 

Community and national objectives and actions.

The mutual learning exercise will be organised in two parallel plenary sessions, each addressing one 

of the above topics. CREST delegates are invited to both meetings (most delegations comprise two 

delegates).

At the plenary meeting in the afternoon session, the chairs and rapporteurs will present the outcome 

of the parallel sessions. The following chairs and rapporteurs have been nominated:

Topic 1:

- Chair: Dr Angeles Rodriguez-Pena (ES)

- Rapporteur: Mr Arie van der Zwan (NL)

Topic 2:

- Chair: Dr Olof Sandberg (SE)

- Rapporteur: Mr Ward Ziarko (BE)
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The report on the mutual learning exercise would be available as a background for the preparation 

of the Competitiveness Council and the discussions on the post-2010 policy strategy.

8. Peer learning activities on universities as part of the 5th OMC cycle

CREST approved the mandate for peer learning activities (PLA) on the follow up of the CREST 

OMC Working Group on Universities, set out in doc. 1213/09, prepared by the Danish delegation 

acting as the chair of the activity. Delegations were requested to submit to the Danish delegation 

their intention to participate in the process, with the deadline to be communicated to them at a later 

stage.

9. Impact of the economic crisis on the R&D public spending and policy measures

CREST agreed on the launching of a second edition of the survey on the impact of the economic 

crisis on the R&D public spending and policy measures, with a particular emphasis on the need to 

provide accurate data for which a revision of questions might be necessary.

The Commission will come back with concrete proposals for the second edition via e-mail, using 

the written procedure for its approval.

10. CREST 2010 provisional work programme

CREST agreed that, due to the upcoming changes as regards the CREST mandate, there was no 

need to decide on the CREST 2010 provisional work programme. However, they agreed that the 

current CREST should prepare for the meeting at Directors-General (DG) level on 20-21 January 

2010.

11. Agenda for the next meeting – 19-20 November, Brussels

The Chair inormed the delegation of the following provisional agenda of the CREST meeting of 

19-20 November 2009:

· Mutual learning exercise (on 19 November)

· Ljubljana Process: ERA indicators for policy targets and monitoring
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· ERA Conference "Working Together To Strengthen Research in Europe", 21-23 October: 

outcome and impact

· Preparation of the CREST meeting at DG level on 20-21 January 2010

________________


