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EUROPEAN UNION

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL
RESEARCH COMMITTEE

——————
Crest

Secretariat

Brussels, 13 July 2009

CREST 1210/09

NOTE
To: Crest delegations
Subject: Draft summary conclusions of the 326th meeting of Crest held in Prague, Czech 

Republic, on 11 and 12 June 2009

The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Director General of the Research Directorate-General of 

the Commission, Ms. Anneli PAULI.

1. ADOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The Committee adopted the provisional agenda as set out in doc. CM 2316/09

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 

325th MEETING

The Committee approved the summary conclusions of the 325th meeting held in Brussels on 

3 April 2009, set out in doc. CREST 1205/2/09 REV 2, as amended.
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION

· Presidency

The Presidency debriefed the Committee of the events organised by the CZ Presidency, 

notably the following:

· Conference on the Role of the Basic Research in the Process of the 

Structuring ERA, Prague 16-18 April 2009;

· Conference: Researchers in Europe Without Barriers, Prague, 28-29 April 

2009;

· Conference: Future of the Internet, Prague, 13-15 May 2009;

· Conference: Sustainable Development: A Challenge for European Research, 

Prague, 26-28 May 2009.

The Presidency also informed the Committee that: 

· the Council ("Competitiveness") at its meeting on 28-29 May 2009 reached 

political agreement on the draft Council regulation on the Community legal 

framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC), 

after having resolved the tax issue. After the lawyer-linguists check up, the 

regulation will be adopted still during the Czech Presidency;

· a first reading agreement has been reached with the European Parliament on 

the Article 169 initiative regarding a Metrology research and development 

programme undertaken by several Member States (EMRP). The decision 

will be adopted as an A point at one of the future Councils;

· the Council ("Competitiveness") at its meeting on 28-29 May 2009, adopted 

the following Council conclusions:

· Council conclusions on the Evaluation and Impact Assessment of 

European Research Framework Programmes (FPs);

· Council conclusions on the first steps towards the realisation of the 

European Research Area Vision 2020;

· Council conclusions on the Research Infrastructures and the regional 

dimension of the European Research Area (ERA).
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· Commission

The Commission informed the Committee that:

· the Communication on the response to the Reports of the Expert Groups on 

the Ex-Post Evaluation of the Sixth Framework Programmes was adopted 

on 29 April 2009;

· the Communication on the progress made under the Seventh Framework 

Programme, that precedes the mid-term evaluation of FP7, due in 2010, was 

adopted on 29 April 2009;

· a Commission proposal for a Council Recommendation to implement joint 

programming in the research area of neurodegenerative diseases, 

particularly Alzheimer's, is foreseen to be adopted in July 2009;

· the 2010 Work Programmes are currently being prepared and their adoption 

is foreseen for July. It will include the initiatives foreseen in the European 

Economic Recovery Plan, i.e. the Public-Private Partnerships.

· the European Parliament adopted on 5 May 2009 a legislative resolution on 

the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 

on the protection of animals used for scientific purposes;

· the analysis of replies to the questionnaire concerning the actions taken at 

national level in response to the economic crisis is under way and that its 

presentation is foreseen at the CREST meeting in September.

4. SCIENCE AND RESEARCH POLICY IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Mr. Jan Marek gave a presentation on the science and research policy in the Czech 
Republic.
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5. THE LJUBLJANA PROCESS:

5.1 Implementing the ERA Vision 2020: discussion on possible actions based on the 
outcome of the Competitiveness Council

The Czech Presidency presented the progress made by the Presidency Trio, including as 

regards the Presidency Status Report, attached to the Council conclusions on the first steps 

towards the realisation of the European Research Area Vision 2020, and the table containing

draft implementation plan of the ERA Vision 2020. The question was raised how the process 

should be moved forward, in particular following paragraph 11 of the above mentioned 

Council conclusions in which the Council "invites the future Presidencies, in cooperation 

with CREST, to establish and regularly update a Roadmap for the implementation of the ERA 

Vision 2020, based on the work done by the current Trio Presidencies."

The conclusions of the discussion are the following:

– CREST should continue monitoring the implementation of the Ljubljana Process and the 

ERA Vision 2020, however, decisions should be reserved for the Council as a decision-

making body;

– the Implementation Plan table was accepted as a very useful monitoring tool which 

should be regularly updated, preferably every six months. Delegations proposed some 

improvements to the table, in particular to include the linkage to other policies, such as 

innovation and education (knowledge triangle) and to the 3% target, the introduction of an 

addition column measuring the progress made for which a set of indicators would need to 

be established, and better coordination of the work of other ERA Groups.

– with a view to strengthening the partnership and to better structuring future debate in 

CREST on this topic, the Chair expressed her intention to organise "Quintet" (past 

Presidency, Presidency in office, and the incoming three Presidencies) meetings to that 

effect.
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5.2 "ERA toolbox" paper – presentation by the Commission and exchange of views to 
underpin the discussion in the July DG level meeting

The Commission presented the ERA toolbox paper, a background document for the 

discussion on the instruments and the governance of ERA under the Ljubljana process during 

the Swedish Presidency. The aim of this paper was to support and facilitate future discussions 

by providing a structured overview (typology) of the policy instruments that makes up at 

present the European level part of the ERA toolbox.

Delegations in general welcomed the Commission's paper and found it a very good basis to 

underpin the discussion to be held by Directors-General at the CREST meeting of 17 July. It 

was suggested that a key aspect of the further debate would be to analyse the adequacy of the 

range of instruments in relation to the policy objectives to be derived from the ERA vision 

2020. It was also proposed that a typology of all groups involved in the ERA governance 

should be added, their inter-linkage and exact role. The Swedish Presidency confirmed that 

they are in process of preparing this list of groups.

5.3 Adoption of the mandate of the CREST working group on knowledge transfer

CREST approved the mandate of the CREST Working Group on Knowledge Transfer, as set 

out in doc. 1208/09, and the selection of Mr. Klaus Uckel (DE) as its Chairman.

6. The role of universities in the ERA

After the adoption of the final report of the CREST WG on excellence of research in 

universities in April and with a view to the decision in November on the possible follow up 

to the mutual learning activities on the research dimension of the modernisation of

universities agenda, an exchange of views was held on the basis of a Commission's 

document. The aim of the discussion was to indicate what scope and what format should be 

chosen for the mutual learning activities.
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The majority of delegations expressed their support for a follow-up. They also supported the 

idea to develop a strengthened mutual learning activity done in smaller groups of interested 

countries as suggested in the Commission document. 

As regards the format to strengthen mutual learning, peer learning activities was considered 

as the most suitable to the majority of delegations taking the floor (while some were still 

reflecting on this) and Denmark announced its willingness to lead the exercise..

The Chair invited the Danish delegation in cooperation with interested delegations and the 

Commission to prepare and circulate before the next CREST meeting on 28-29 September a 

short discussion document outlining the possible focus and working method for the peer 

learning activity exercise; interested delegations were invited to signal their interest and 

provide further comments in writing by the end of June to the Danish delegation and the 

Commission.

7. Council Conclusions on "Scientific information in the digital age: access, dissemination 
and preservation"

The Commission presented the summary of responses from CREST members and observers 

to a questionnaire concerning the follow up to the Council conclusions. In general 

respondents expressed support for Commission's activities regarding access to, and 

dissemination and preservation of digital scientific information. Several members enquired as 

to the next steps envisaged by the Commission in this area. As regards the follow up to these 

responses, three main actions were suggested by the Commission for the Member States:

– formulation of national strategies on access and dissemination;

– enhanced coordination of MS policies on access and dissemination;

– MS should ensure that specificities of scientific information are taken into account 

within existing national preservation strategies.
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The Commission is planning a session on the results of this questionnaire at the ERA 

conference  "Working Together to Strengthen Research in Europe" to be held in Brussels on 

21-23 October 2009 with a view to the decision on the follow-up by CREST/Council.

The Chair invited those delegations which had not yet responded to the questionnaire to do so 

by 13 July 2009.

8. Commission Communication on "A Strategy for ICT Research and Innovation: Raising 
the Game"
The Commission presented the above communication. Delegations welcomed the 
presentation and expressed support for the Communication.

The incoming Swedish Presidency informed the delegations that Council conclusions on  

future ICT research, innovation and infrastructures are planned to be adopted by the 

December 2009 Competitiveness Council. They will be based on the above communication, 

as well as on the Commission Communications on "Moving the ICT frontiers - a strategy for 

research on future and emerging technologies in Europe" and "ICT infrastructures for e-

science".

In addition a conference on EU challenges and Future support of R&D and innovation is 

foreseen in July 2009 to examine the long term challenges for the EU in research with an 

outlook up to 2025, focusing likely on thematic areas one of which is ICT.

9. Adoption of a revised CREST Work Programme for 2009

The Committee adopted a revised CREST Work Programme for 2009 prepared by the 

"Quintet" and set out in document 1209/09.

10. Agenda for the next meeting (17 July, Brussels, Directors-General level)

The incoming Swedish Presidency informed the Committee on the way it would organise the 

debate to be held by Directors-General at the CREST meeting of 17 July. The aim of the 

debate will be in particular to prepare for the discussion on the ERA governance, focusing on 
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managing the partnership on ERA, with a view to adopting a Council Resolution at the 

December Competitiveness Council. The focus of the discussion will be on two related 

aspects: the governance and the instruments of ERA. The resolution will then serve as a 

valuable basis for further discussions concerning the realisation of the ERA during the 

forthcoming Presidency Trios.

The incoming Presidency also informed the Committee that in particular the following events 

will be organised to underpin the discussion on the Council resolution:

– Presidency Conference: New worlds - New Solutions. Research and Innovation as a 

basis for Developing Europe in a Global Context, 7-8 July, Lund, which is expected 

to make a substantial contribution to start the process on how to set priorities for 

future research activities at European level.

– Presidency Conference on the Knowledge Triangle Shaping the Future of Europe, 31 

August - 2 September, Gothenburg;

– Commission Conference: ERA 2009, 21-23 October, Brussels.

11. Any Other Business

The following issues were raised:

– The Committee welcomed the idea of the Chairperson that the four ERA Groups 

(Knowledge Transfer, Human Resources, GPC and SFIC) would regularly inform 

CREST about their activities under point 3 of the agenda – Information by the 

Commission and the Presidency (it is the respective delegations that are chairing the 

relevant ERA groups that will inform CREST);

– With a view to ensuring better transparency and networking between the ERA 

Groups, the Committee welcomed the suggestion by the Chair that the Secretariat 

send a request to all delegates of these groups whether they would agree with the 

publication of information regarding their membership. The agreement has to be 

given by individual members due to the fact that members' lists are treated as 

LIMITE under the data protection system;
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– The incoming Swedish Presidency presented its work programme for the second 

semester of 2009. It also informed the Committee that Chairs of GPC and SFIC 

would be invited to report on the work done so far to the Competitiveness Council 

on 25 September;

– The UK delegation informed the Committee that the new ministry responsible for 

research matters is Department for Business Innovation & Skills.

______________________


