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Commission Statement on Article 5 (Operator Security Plans) and Article 6

(Security Liaison Officer)

The Commission confirms that it accepts that Member States do not to have to set out in the 

implementing legislation for this Directive any binding obligation on European Critical 

Infrastructure (ECI) operators to prepare Operator Security Plans or appoint a Security Liaison 

Officer. A Member State fully discharges its implementation responsibility under Articles 5 and 6 

of the Directive if in fact an Operator Security Plan or Security Liaison Officer or equivalents are 

provided through existing measures, whether binding or non-binding.

Where measures including Community measures which in a particular sector require, or refer to a 

need to have, a plan similar or equivalent to an Operator Security Plan and oversight by the relevant 

authority of such a plan are complied with, this is deemed to satisfy all the requirements incumbent 

upon Member States by virtue of , or adopted pursuant to, Article 5.

Where measures including Community measures which in a particular sector require, or refer to a 

need to have, a Security Liaison Officer or equivalent are complied with, this is deemed to satisfy 

all the requirements incumbent upon Member States by virtue of, or adopted pursuant to, Article 6.
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Statement by the Austrian delegation

Austria holds that nuclear facilities should definitely be considered as European Critical 

Infrastructure. This is the view which it has always taken during negotiations on the Directive on 

the identification and designation of European Critical Infrastructure and the assessment of the 

need to improve its protection.

Austria reaffirms this position and hopes that nuclear facilities will be included during the 

scheduled review of the Directive in three years' time.
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