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Information note from the Commission

Subject: First European Summit on the Roma

The first European summit on the Roma was held in Brussels on 16 September 2008.

Thanks to the combined efforts of the Commission, the European Parliament and the French 

Presidency, this Summit was a great success: over 500 participants, a very high level of 

representation from the Member States, the European institutions, international organisations and in 

particular by the leaders of the Roma organisations themselves.  The Summit will have enabled the 

foundations to be laid for a new partnership between all parties concerned, a partnership which 

should lead to tangible results as regards social inclusion of the Roma.  As President Barroso put it 

at the Summit, a platform needs to be set up for the inclusion of the Roma to bring together all those 

concerned and support their activities.

In the context of the Renewed Social Agenda, the Commission placed particular emphasis on its 

commitment as expressed in the Communication entitled "Non-discrimination and equal 

opportunities: a renewed commitment".  It was accompanied by a report which was prepared at the 

request of the European Council of December 2007 and examines existing policies and instruments 

promoting the social inclusion of the Roma.  The report shows that there are many legislative, 

financial and policy coordination instruments, and stresses the need for greater use of these.  

However, it concludes that more might be done to improve their effectiveness.

Active participation at all levels by the Roma themselves will be an essential element in achieving 

further progress.  At the Summit, practical suggestions for active inclusion of the Roma in European 

society were made.
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Most of the work to be done falls within the responsibilities of the national, regional and local 

authorities.  As a result, the commitment of the Member States will be necessary to achieve real 

involvement of the Roma in society by means of social inclusion, education and employment, and

in particular by means of the structural funds.  These factors, in the Commission's view, should 

feature in the creation of a platform for inclusion of the Roma.  At the same time, a date should also 

be set for evaluating the progress made on the ground.

_________________ 


