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International relations in the field of energy:
1) EU-OPEC
2) Energy efficiency
3) Energy Community
4) Other initiatives
- Information by the Presidency/Commission

In relation to the agenda point "International relations in the field of energy", delegations will 

find below some background information:

1. EU-OPEC

In the context of the EU-OPEC Dialogue, a workshop was held in Brussels on 15 January on 

the subject of a study on the impact of financial markets on oil price and volatility. The 5th 

EU-OPEC Energy Dialogue (ministerial level) is scheduled for 24 June in Brussels and will 

address recent energy policies and oil market developments, and the status and future 

activities of the EU-OPEC Dialogue. According to the provisional agenda, attention will be 

devoted in particular to the study on oil refining, the study on impact of financial markets on 

oil price and volatility, on activities relating to Carbon Capture and Storage, and on the 

establishment of an OPEC-EU Energy Technology Centre.
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2. Energy efficiency

The preparations for the International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation (IPEEC) 

are ongoing. The aim of the partnership would be to provide a forum for discussion, 

consultation and exchange of information; it would not formally develop or adopt standards or 

efficiency goals. It would thus facilitate actions (on the basis of voluntary participation) such 

as: exchange of information, encouraging development of energy efficiency technologies, 

increasing financing and cooperation efforts to accelerate deployment of energy efficiency

technologies and research, exchange information on global standards and work towards them,

encourage green public procurement, promote effective regulatory frameworks which foster 

energy efficiency, et cetera. The possible involvement of the IEA remains under discussion.

It is envisaged that this cooperation mechanism would be set up by means of a declaration, 

which is still under negotiation. The declaration would be signed in the margins of the 

meeting of the energy ministers of the G-8+3 (China, India and South-Korea) in Aomori, 

Japan, on 8 June 2008. Thereafter, other countries will be invited to sign the declaration.

3. Energy Community

A number of meetings have already taken place in the first months of 2008, i.a. the 

Regulatory Board meeting, the 8th PHLG meeting and the 12th Athens Forum. The 4th 

Ministerial Council meeting under the Energy Community Treaty will take place on 27 June 

2008 in Brussels. The main issues on the agenda concern the adoption of a dispute settlement 

procedure and the implementation of Commission Decision of 9 November 2006 regarding a 

common congestion management method; another important agenda item will be enlargement 

(in particular the possible accession of Moldova, Norway, Ukraine and Turkey). The Council 

is still discussing the negotiating mandate for the Commission concerning these accessions.
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4. Other initiatives

Meetings with third countries

At the EU-Japan Summit1 (Tokyo, 23 April), many energy issues were discussed, including 

notably in the context of climate change policy and the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions; both sides agreed to strengthen cooperation on numerous energy policy issues. It 

was furthermore underlined that energy efficiency is the most cost-effective means of 

addressing energy security and climate change mitigation in the short term, and therefore both 

sides strongly supported the establishment of the International Partnership for Cooperation on 

Energy Efficiency (see above).

The EU-Latin America and Caribbean Summit2 (Lima, Peru on 16-17 May) underlined the 

role that energy policy plays in the context of sustainable development, in particular as 

regards climate change and the environment. The two regions agreed to work together on a 

wide range of related energy policy areas, and to pursue intensive cooperation on several key 

issues, such as the development of new energy technologies, improved energy services and 

energy efficiency. Furthermore, the aim was set to initiate, by the next Summit (in 2010), joint 

research activities in the fields of renewable energy and energy efficiency.

International energy events

The Presidency presented the Community's views on a wide range of energy policy topics at 

the 11th International Energy Forum, which was held in Rome on 21-22 April. At the 

International Renewable Energy Conference (WIREC 2008) held in Washington D.C., USA, 

from 4-6 March, Commissioner Piebalgs presented the European Union's renewable energy 

targets for 2020 to an audience which included over 100 ministers.

  
1 cf. Joint press statement: 8771/08.
2 cf. Declaration: 9534/08.
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Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation in the field of energy between the European 

Union and Turkmenistan

In the context of the EU strategy for a new partnership with Central Asia, its energy 

component remains high on the agenda, as attested by the recent signature (on 26 May 2008) 

of a Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation in the field of energy with 

Turkmenistan.

The Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation is based on the mutual interest of both 

parties to foster cooperation on various issues relating to energy security and on enhancing the 

industrial development of the energy sector in Turkmenistan.

________________________


