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NOTE
To: Crest delegations
Subject: Draft summary conclusions of the 323rd meeting of Crest, 

held in Brussels on 4 and 5 December 2008

The meeting was chaired by the deputy Director-General of the Research Directorate-General of the 

European Commission, Ms. Anneli Pauli.

1. ADOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The Committee adopted the provisional agenda as set out in doc. CM. 4276/08

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 

322nd MEETING

The Committee approved the draft summary conclusions of the 322nd meeting held in 

Brussels on 20 October 2008, set out in doc. CREST 1210/08.
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION

· Presidency

The Presidency informed the Committee of the outcome of the Competitiveness Council 

of 2 December at which the proposal for a Council regulation on the Community legal 

framework for a European Research Infrastructure Consortium was discussed and five sets 

of Council conclusions were adopted, notably:

· Council conclusions on the definition of a "2020 Vision" for the European 

Research Area;

· Council conclusions concerning Joint Programming of research in Europe in 

response to the major societal challenges;

· Council conclusions concerning a European partnership for international scientific 

and technological cooperation;

· Council conclusions concerning a European strategy for marine and maritime 

research; and

· Council conclusions on the implementation of the Global Monitoring for 

Environment and Security (GMES) programme.

The Presidency also drew attention of delegates to the first "European assembly on 

innovation", held in Paris at the Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie on 9 December, as a 

prelude to the European Year of Innovation in 2009; and  the ECRI 2008, the 5th 

Conference on the research infrastructures, held in Versailles on 9-10 December.

As regards the Council conclusions concerning Joint Programming, two delegations 

emphasised that the High Level Group for Joint Programming (GPC) within CREST 

which has been established by these conclusions with the aim of proposing the themes for 

Joint Programming, should be composed of senior officials from Member States. They 

added that the secretariat of this group as well as of the Strategic Forum for international 

S&T Cooperation should be provided by the Council General Secretariat. One delegation 

recalled that according to the Joint Programming conclusions the task to substantiate the 

first list of limited number of themes lies with the GPC.
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· Commission

The Commission informed the Committee of current steps in the implementation of FP7 

and the status of both adopted and forthcoming proposals:

· Work programmes of the specific programmes "Cooperation" and "Euratom" were 

updated and adopted in November;

· 14 new calls for proposals were published on 19 November under the 

"Cooperation" and "Euratom" specific programmes;

· FP6 ex-post evaluation: the adoption of the report is expected in the beginning of 

2009, to be presented during the incoming Czech Presidency;

· Commission Communication to the European Council "A European Economic 

Recovery Plan" was adopted on 26 November. Research is an important element 

of the recovery plan, in particular by calling upon Member States to further invest 

in R&D despite of the economic turndown;

· Article 169 initiatives: Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and the 

Council on the participation by the Community in a European metrology research 

and development programme undertaken by several Member States was adopted 

on 3 December;

· Detached national experts: The Committee was informed about the recent 

Commission decision on the internal rules governing detached national experts, in 

particular as regards their independence and the conflict of interest, which will 

enter into force on 1 January 2009.

On the question concerning the remaining initiative under Article 169 of the Treaty 

foreseen in FP7, notably Bonus, the Committee was informed that the Commission would 

be ready for its adoption when all conditions to present a sound proposal will be met.

As regards the European economic recovery plan, the Commission stressed that there 

would be no fresh money available and that all actions foreseen would be implemented 

through appropriate re-distribution of resources. Effects on FP7 budget will be discussed 

in the framework of the Programme Committees.
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Following several concerns expressed on the application of the new rules governing 

detached national experts, the Commission requested delegations to coordinate their 

views in the framework of the Council Working Party on the Statutes which will deal 

with the matter.

4. CREST PROVISIONAL WORK PROGRAMME 2009

The Committee held an exchange of views on the draft CREST provisional work programme 

for 2009, prepared by the Commission in cooperation with the Presidency trio after a first 

discussion in CREST on 20 October.

Following numerous interventions on the consequences to this work programme following 

the adoption by the Competitiveness Council on 2 December of the ERA 2020 Vision and the 

creation of two dedicated configurations within CREST to deal with the Joint programming 

and international S&T cooperation, the Chair explained it was too early to foresee what 

would be the consequences for the work of the CREST main body. Therefore it was agreed 

that the ERA governance issue would be added to the agenda of 16 January 2009 with a view 

to discussing this matter at Directors-General level.

The Committee adopted the work programme, as amended. Nevertheless, it was pointed out 

by the Chairperson that this is only a provisional work programme which could always be 

reviewed and amended according to the needs.

5. TIMING AND FOCUS OF THE NEXT OMC CYCLE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 

THE LJUBLJANA PROCESS

The Committee held an exchange of views on the possible topics of the 5th OMC cycle. The 

majority view was that no new topics should be introduced for the time being. Actually, after 

the presentation of results of the Lisbon Expert Group on the evaluation of CREST OMC 

cycles, delegations proposed to have a discussion on the appropriate steps to be taken to best 

link the 5th OMC cycle to the implementation of the Ljubljana Process.
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The Commission agreed with this view. However, it noted no opposition to the extension of 

work on current topics for which some delegations had expressed interest (i.e. universities

and peer review of policy mix (Cyprus)). Moreover, it invited other countries to determine if 

they are interested in a peer review of their policy mix.

The Chairperson concluded that the decision on the 5th OMC cycle will be taken after the 

presentation of the evaluation of the CREST OMC cycles by the Lisbon Expert Group

scheduled for the January meeting.

6. INFORMATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ERA INITIATIVES

The Commission informed the Committee on the recent decisions and developments 

regarding the ERA initiatives, notably:

· Council conclusions concerning Joint Programming of research in Europe in 

response to the major societal challenges, adopted on 2 December;

· Council conclusions concerning a European partnership for international scientific 

and technological cooperation, adopted on 2 December;

· Researchers Partnership: 

– in response to the French Presidency request supported by other EU research 

ministers to propose a number of concrete political actions for the Research 

Partnership that aim at developing immediate progress, the Portuguese and 

Luxembourg ministers for research, M. Gago and M. Biltgen, presented at 

the Competitiveness Council of 2 December draft policy actions. After the 

input received the two ministers will draft the final version;

– the ITRE Committee of the EP is preparing a report entitled "Better careers 

and more mobility: a European partnership for researchers", drafted by 

rapporteur Pia Elda Locatelli (PSE);

– the Economic and Social Committee adopted an opinion in support of the 

Commission Communication on 3 December.
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Following this presentation, the Commission received requests to provide additional 

information, in particular on the following issues:

· The nature of the Strategic Forum for international S&T Cooperation: The 

Commission stressed that this forum, composed of high level representatives of 

Member States and the Commission, will not be a continuation of the work of the 

current CREST Working Group on internationalisation of R&D, due to the change 

of pace of activities in this area accompanied by higher level of ambitions. 

However, the forum will take stock of what has been already done by the CREST 

Working Group;

· Working Groups for researchers' partnership and knowledge transfer: On the 

request by several delegations the Commission informed the Committee there are 

no CREST working groups foreseen to deal with these two ERA initiatives. 

However, both initiatives will be dealt with by appropriate groups within the 

Commission, on the work of which the Commission will regularly inform the 

Committee.

7. REALISING THE FIFTH FREEDOM

Based on the Commission presentation, the Committee held a discussion on the concept of 

the fifth freedom. The majority was of the view that the fifth freedom is more than bringing 

down administrative barriers, as in the case of the four freedoms of the EU single market, and  

to consider knowledge as a simple public good could be problematic. However, it was agreed 

that a more detailed analysis would be needed on the actual meaning of the fifth freedom in 

particular as this is one of the main goals to realise ERA Vision 2020. To this end, the 

Commission is going to engage in a "screening" of relevant policies, to be carried out in the 

course of 2009.
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In addition, the Commission proposed to create an informal group of interested Member 

States with a view to developing a more advanced concept of the fifth freedom which would 

be shared by the Member States and the Commission. This concept would be then discussed 

by CREST at a later date in 2009.

The Chairperson agreed with this approach and requested interested Member States to 

express their intention to participate in the informal group by the end of the year.

8. FOLLOWING UP OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS 

ON THE COMMISSION COMMUNICATION "SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION IN 

THE DIGITAL AGE: ACCESS, DISSEMINATION AND PRESERVATION"

The Commission presented the questionnaire aimed to take stock of the current status of 

implementation of Council conclusions of 22-23 November 2007, based on the Commission 

Communication, with a view to designing future activities supporting the coordination of 

Member States activities. The knowledge gained from responses to the questionnaire will 

serve as valuable input for the development of Commission policy on access and 

dissemination in the 8th Framework Programme for Research and Technological 

Development. The responses to this questionnaire, expected by 1 April 2009, will be 

presented to CREST at its meeting on 11-12 June 2009 in Prague.

Delegations agreed with the proposed questionnaire. 

One delegation suggested that this topic should be linked to the knowledge transfer ERA 

initiative in the context of the Ljubljana Process.

9. INDUSTRY-LED COMPETENCE CENTRES

The chair and the rapporteur of the CREST Working Group on Industry-led Competence 

presented the report on the "Aligning academic/public research with enterprise and industry 

needs" and the suggested recommendations.
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The Committee agreed to publish the report and adopted its recommendations as amended by 

the Commission. In particular the recommendation for the Commission should be adapted to 

say that as an alternative to a study by the Commission it may be considered to propose an 

OMC-NET.

10. POLICY MIX FOR BULGARIA

The Committee agreed to publish the report on Bulgaria done by the Policy Mix Working 

Group. The Bulgarian delegation thanked the group for the work done and expressed its 

satisfaction as regards the usefulness of the peer review.

Some delegations supported the idea that the peer review process could also include a 

comparative study of countries, which would mean that more countries needed to decide to be 

reviewed with a view to getting the best possible analysis. The Commission expressed doubts 

to this comparative study as it might hamper the high degree of openness which the reviewed 

countries have shown so far. However, it suggested that the comparative analysis or 

benchmarking could be considered on the basis of the reports for the eleven countries which 

have been peer reviewed so far.

11. SCOPE AND FOCUS OF THE NEXT OMC-NET CALLS AS PLANNED IN THE FP7 

WORK PROGRAMME 2010 "COHERENT DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH 

POLICIES"

The Committee discussed the orientations and a list of possible topics for the new OMC-NET 

call in 2010, as suggested by the Commission, with a view to making the scheme more 

attractive for potential participants and more effective in contributing to building the ERA.

The majority of delegations could support the line taken by the Commission. However, in line 

with the discussion on point 5 of the agenda (see above); some delegations suggested to wait 

with the final decision until current OMC-NET projects are completed and evaluated and the 

evaluation of the CREST OMC cycles is completed and has been discussed.
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One delegation expressed concern about the involvement of stakeholders in OMC-NET 

projects considering that national policies is the responsibility of public authorities. 

The Commission explained:  the rationale of OMC-NET which complements the multilateral 

OMC cycle by supporting policy coordination initiatives undertaken by small groups of 

countries; that the proposed approach is to maintain strong involvement of national 

authorities in the projects but allow also organisations with expertise in supporting policy 

makers (policy experts, not research actors)  to also part (even as coordinator) in these 

projects; that the budget available in 2010 form OMC-NET would not be needed for other 

activities; and that it was in practice not feasible to wait for results of current OMC-NET 

projects (mid 2009) to decide on the focus of the next call given the timeline for the 

preparation and adoption of the WP 2010 (decision procedure to be started early April 2009). 

Delegations were therefore invited to provide comments on the approach and topics to the 

Commission by 15 January 2009.

12. 3RD LISBON MUTUAL LEARNING EXERCISE

Following the 3rd CREST mutual learning exercise on the basis of the Lisbon National 

Reform Programmes (NRPs), held on 4 December, the rapporteurs, Mr. Ziarko (BE) and Mr. 

Hodson (IE) presented the main results, focusing in particular on two topics, notably the 

assessment of the progress on achieving national R&D investment targets and of the progress 

on the contribution of national R&D strategies to the realisation and better governance of the 

ERA.

Delegations provided some additional input as to the overall conclusions of the mutual 

learning exercise which is to be prepared in the written report.
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With a view to providing useful input for the drafting of the Key Issue Paper (KIP), as part of 

the contribution of the Competitiveness Council to the Spring European Council, and for the 

work of the Economic Policy Committee during the first weeks of the incoming Czech 

Presidency, the draft report will be sent to the Committee on 15 December. After receiving 

comments from delegations, due by 19 December, the rapporteurs will draft the final report in 

view of its adoption by CREST on 16 January and to be sent as draft to the RWP for the 

meeting of the 7 January as well as the EPC for information.

13. AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING (16 JANUARY 2009, BRUSSELS)

The following items are to figure on the agenda of the next meeting, held at Directors-

General level:

· ERA governance;

· Implementation of ERA 2020 Vision;

· KIP: discussion on the note from the Presidency;

· OMC annual cycles;

· International S&T cooperation.

______________________


