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1. Adoption of the agenda

The meeting, co-chaired by the Finnish Presidency of the EU and by Trinidad & Tobago,

adopted the agenda as set out in document CM 3055/06 with the addition of the following 

items under AOB:

- report of the EU/Andean Community High Level Dialogue on Drugs on 27 September

- information by UK on Intelligence Sharing Working Group

- information by NL on a conference in Surinam.

2. Review of the Panama Action Plan

a) Exchange of views on the Review of the Panama Action Plan 

The Commission representative set out the basis of the paper presented at the 

Committee meeting in June.

The LAC co-chair welcomed the Commission document and informed that the LAC 

side was reflecting and discussing internally what their response and contribution to the 

review process would be. The Finnish co-chair invited the LAC side to present a 

document outlining the position of the LAC countries.
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b) Confirmation of the date of the meeting in Cartagena

Both sides agreed that the dates of the meeting should be decided rapidly. As the dates 

proposed by Colombia - 11-13 December 2006 - pose some problems for both sides, it 

was agreed that alternative dates for 2006 would be looked at. If no suitable dates can 

be agreed by both sides shortly, the meeting would be postponed to the beginning of 

2007.

c) The ‘way ahead’ - Planning of the timing, preparation and the deliverables for the 

Review Conference

The representative of the Commission noted it was very ambitious to conclude the full 

review of the PAP at the meeting in Cartagena and proposed that the review be carried 

out in several steps. The process could be launched at the meeting in Cartagena. Then, 

the Technical Committee could do further work on the basis of what was agreed there 

and the process could be completed at the High Level meeting of the Mechanism in 

Trinidad and Tobago in the first half of 2007. This would allow enough time for 

thorough preparations and in depth work. 

The representative of the Commission further announced that it had reserved funding to 

carry out the assessment of needs and priorities by experts selected from the EU and 

LAC countries. Their task would be to do a study and set the ground for the discussions. 

Terms of reference of the project could be confirmed in Cartagena.

The LAC co-chair supported by other delegations welcomed both proposals and agreed 

that the review had to be seen as a process and not as a single undertaking.

3. State of play as regards EC co-operation activities under the North South Budget Line -

Presentation by the Commission

- projects under implementation (2005 programme) 

- draft work programme 2006  including EU-LAC twinning schemes

a) The Commission representative informed the meeting that under the section for support 

of judicial and police cooperation between LAC and the EU of the 2005 Budget Line, 

the proposal presented by UK together with Spain, the Netherlands, France, Guatemala 

and Colombia to support the EU-LAC Intelligence Sharing Working Group had been 

selected. The project, which was started in April by UK, will enable the Group to meet 

six times over the next three years and will also support some language training and 

exchanges of officers.
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Further details about the project including the next meeting were given by the UK 

delegation in a room document.

b) Two initiatives within the framework of the Mechanism were endorsed by the 

Commission under the 2006 budget.

- The first initiative is the Twinning cities project, called Improving Drug 

Treatment and Rehabilitation in European, Latin American and Caribbean cities in 

partnership. The purpose of the project, to which 1.4 mil. euro was assigned, is to 

set up a network of contacts among cities and promote exchange of information 

and best practices on drug policies existing at the level of cities. The project 

should be run in conjunction with judges and prosecutors in local courts. It would 

be launched in LAC cities with an analysis of needs in treatment, harm reduction 

and training.

- The creation of a network for cooperation in intelligence sharing and law 

enforcement is a second initiative. It aims to reduce cocaine trafficking from the 

Andean region to West Africa. Once the project is approved by the Commission, 

more information would be provided to the LAC side.

c) A part of the 2006 budget was also assigned to the possible initiative to finance the 

experts who should contribute to the review of the Panama Action Plan 

4. Any other business

a) The Finnish Presidency reported about the EU/Andean Community High Level 

Specialised Dialogue on Drugs that took place on 27 September 2006 in Brussels.

b) The UK delegation informed about the next meeting of the Intelligence Sharing 

Working Group to take place on 17-18 October in Brazil.

c) The NL delegation informed about a regional conference on counter-narcotics with the 

emphasis on law enforcement that would take place on 12-13 October in Surinam.

d) The Finnish co-chair proposed 23 November as a possible date for the next Technical 

Committee meeting that could agree on the dates and discuss the agenda of the review 

meeting in Cartagena and carry out further preparatory work. 

________________


