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from : General Secretariat of the Council
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Subject : Meeting of Technical Committee of EU-LAC Coordination and Cooperation 

Mechanism on Drugs (23 February 2006)

The aforementioned Technical Committee met on 9 January 2006 under the co-chairs of 

Mr. Spadinger (Austrian Presidency) and Mr. Chacón (Costa Rica).

1. Adoption of the agenda

The meeting adopted the agenda as set out in document CM 592/1/06 REV 1. 

2. Co-operation Initiatives: 

The representatives of the Commission informed on the launch of the call for proposals 

North-South cooperation in the campaign against drugs and drug addiction, with one priority 

being Judicial and police co-operation in Latin America and the Caribbean. It has two parts -

judicial cooperation and intelligence sharing as a form of police cooperation. The call for 

proposals is managed by Europe Aid. All necessary information including an electronic 

address for questions can be found on: www.europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl

(select "open" and "grants" and then press "submit query"). The deadline for receipt of 

applications is 16 May 2006.
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(a) Intelligence-Sharing Working Group

The UK delegation updated the meeting on the forthcoming meeting in Port of Spain on 

4 April 2006. The formal invitation agreed by the two co-chairmen of the Mechanism 

would be forwarded to all LAC and EU countries.

(b) Twin Cities

Since the last Technical Committee meeting the Costa Rican co-chair met with 

representatives of the Commission. The Commission representative noted that although 

many aspects of the LAC initiative had been clarified already, it was still ambitious. 

Scope of the initiative and possibilities for funding were looked at by the Commission. 

However, it was felt that beneficiary cities on both sides should also contribute to the 

funding. It would be preferable to focus on one specific aspect, possibly on demand 

control. 

The Costa Rican co-chair said that it could be impossible for some cities on the LAC 

side to contribute financially to the project. In order to avoid discrimination, all cities 

should be involved.

Both sides agreed to further work on the initiative and discuss different possibilities 

regarding its scope and funding. 

3. Preparation for the High-Level Meeting of the Mechanism, 6-7 March 2006:

(a) Agenda and thematic debate

The Austrian co-chair informed on further preparations of the High Level meeting and 

presented the draft programme and the draft agenda. The meeting agreed on the final 

version of the agenda. 

(b) Draft declaration

The meeting discussed draft declaration and agreed on 11 out of 25 paragraphs. The 

remaining paragraphs that needed to be discussed by the LAC side would then be 

finalised during the High level meeting.

(c) Reflection on the Future (update by Colombia)

The Costa Rican co-chair informed that the discussion within the LAC side on the 

future initiated by Colombia was still ongoing. As soon as any news was available, it 

would be communicated to the EU side.
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4. Preparation for 2006 UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs.

The Austrian representative informed on the state of play of the preparations for the upcoming 

49th session of the CND.

5. Any other business.

No issues were raised under AOB.

________________________


