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Subject : Meeting of Technical Committee of EU-LAC Coordination and Cooperation 

Mechanism on Drugs (9 January 2006)

The aforementioned Technical Committee met on 9 January 2006 under the co-chairs of 

Mr. Spadinger (Austrian Presidency) and Mr. Chacón (Costa Rica).

1. Adoption of the agenda

The meeting adopted the agenda as set out in document CM 14/06. 

2. Co-operation Initiatives: 

(a) Intelligence-Sharing Working Group - first meeting

The UK representative informed the Technical Committee that the first meeting of the 

working group would probably take place in the second half of March 2006, in Port of 

Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. One senior police officer from each LAC country, EU 

DLOs posted in the LAC and several experts from the EU would be invited to take part 

in the meeting. At the request of the LAC side, the EU side would forward the draft 

agenda of the meeting once it is ready.
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(b) Twin Cities

The Costa Rican co-chair presented answers to questions on the Twin Cities initiative, 

which had been raised by the EU side at the Technical Committee meeting of 

8 November 2005. The initiative was one of the priorities for the LAC. The principle of 

shared responsibility was underlined. The Commission representative welcomed the 

clarifications and made following remarks:

· The initiative, containing both supply and demand reduction aspects, seems to be 

too general and should therefore be streamlined and more focused, possibly on 

demand. 

· The practical aspects are still unclear. Does the LAC side have any concrete 

actions in mind? How would they be carried out?

· The number of actors to be involved in the project (civil society involving local 

and community authorities, NGOs, the private sector, consumers and producers) 

seems to be too ambitious.

· Instead of calling for 'channelling resources from communities in each consumer 

city', the document should possibly call for channelling resources 'to' the cities. 

· Handling of 35 twinnings could be very expensive and difficult. Does the LAC 

side have an approximate idea of the necessary budget? Having a pilot project 

with only a few twinnings or creating a kind of 'self-selection mechanism' (based 

on co-financing) could be considered.

The LAC side would reflect on the points made and present further details at the next 

meeting.

3. Prospects for the High-Level Meeting of the Mechanism, 6-7 March 2006

(a) Agenda and thematic debate

The Austrian co-chair provided some practical information concerning the High Level 

meeting in Vienna and presented the draft agenda.  The Costa Rican co-chair said the 

LAC side would consult the draft agenda with their capitals. As preliminary 

observations, the Costa Rican co-chair as well as the Colombian representative 

suggested to include on the agenda topics relating to the development of alternative 

livelihoods and  a the Colombian paper which would be presented later. The LAC 

delegations were invited to send in comments on the draft agenda before 25 January.
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(b) Draft declaration

The Austrian co-chair presented the draft declaration prepared by the EU side and 

invited the LAC side to comment on it. 

(c) Reflection on the Future (presentation by Colombia)

The Colombian representative without providing details on the so-called “Colombian 

proposal” concerning the future of the Mechanism said this proposal was being studied 

by the LAC countries. Its new version would be soon forwarded to the EU side as a 

LAC initiative. It was suggested that the document could then be discussed at the 

EU/LAC High Level meeting in Vienna.

4. Report of the Meeting of EU/LAC Drugs Observatories, Caracas 28-30 November 2005

The representative of Venezuela reported on the abovementioned conference. The conclusions 

are in document 15767/05 CORDROGUE 84 AMLAT 100 COLAT 11. The representatives 

of EMCDDA and UK delegation highlighted the valuable exchange of information and the 

positive feedback by the participants to this important conference.

5. Preparation for 2006 UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs

The Austrian co-chair informed the meeting on the preparations for the upcoming session of 

the CND on 13-17 March 2006. Informal consultations would take place on 10 March, the 

deadline for submitting resolutions was 13 March. He said that the EU side was internally 

discussing the draft resolution on UNGASS evaluation. The LAC side could not confirm any 

resolution to be submitted as a GRULAC proposal yet. 

6. Any other business

In response to the Costa Rican co-chair's request for an additional meeting of the Technical 

Committee ahead of the next meeting on 23 February, due to quite urgent and sensitive 

material on the agenda, the Austrian co-chair replied that Member States would need to be  

consulted. The LAC side would be informed about the outcome.

________________________


