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Brussels, 13 October 2005

CREST 1206/05

NOTE
To: CREST delegations

Subject : DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 303rd MEETING OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE (CREST) 
HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2005

The meeting was chaired by Mr ESCRITT (European Commission, DG Research, Director). 

1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in communication CM 3314/05 of 

27 September 2005.

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 302nd MEETING OF 

1 JULY 2005

The Committee approved the summary conclusions from the last meeting as set out in doc. 

CREST 1205/05.
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION

a) Mr. IBBETT (UK Presidency) informed the Committee on

- the progress concerning the work on FP 7 proposals at Council level;

- on the results of the European Charter and Code for Researchers Conference that 

took place early September.

b) Mme DE LA TORRE (Commission services) informed the Committee on

- the recent adoption of the proposals for the specific programmes and the adoption 

of the proposals for the rules for participation in the near future;

- the Communication by the Commission on universities to be adopted in October;

- the 3% Communication to be adopted mid-October;

- the Commission's Communication on EU contribution to the European Space 

Programme scheduled for the end of 2005;

- two Communications on ITER scheduled for the first quarter of 2006;

- the Commission's Communication on the European Strategy on International 

Scientific Cooperation;

- the Commission's Working Paper on the attractiveness of Research in the 

European Research Area;

- the ongoing consultations concerning the creation of the European Institute for 

Technology;

- the Conference "Communicating  European Research" to take place in Brussels in 

November 2005;

- the new set of statistics on success rates for project applications scheduled for mid-

October, as well as detailed statistics on the Human Resources Mobility 

Programme which will become available shortly.

Furthermore, Mme DE LA TORRE informed the Committee that :

· the Commission's Communication on "International Scientific Co-operation" likely to

become available during the first half of 2006, will take into account the various 

inputs received when discussing the FP7 proposal, as well as other aspects beyond the 

FP;
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· the FP7 proposal does not foresee any financing of the European Institute of 

Technology;

· no decision on the timing foreseen for Art. 169 and 171 proposals has been taken as 

yet.

4. 3% AND OPEN METHOD OF COORDINATION

(i) Presentation of the report from the high level expert group on "Reporting intellectual 

capital to augment research, development and innovation in companies, particularly 

SMEs" 

Mr VAN DER ZWAN (Commission services) presented the item, referring to the work 

of the expert group and to the policy recommendations to be found in the final report 

(RICARDIS report).

The ensuing discussions focused on items such as:

- the consequences of evaluating intellectual capital for taxation; 

- the definition of intellectual capital in different countries;

- the link between intellectual capital and other assets in the context of mergers.

Mr CHRISTENSEN (Commission services) presented an overview on studies and other 

activities related to the OMC 3 % objective.

The possible overlap between the work of CREST expert groups and the studies and the 

need to streamline the information requested from Member States in questionnaires was 

raised. The Commission indicated that, in the policy mix area, the peer reviews 

conducted in the group and the study are complementary exercises and that the study 

will provide material for the further work of the group. It was also pointed out that the 

Commission expert groups and the other studies are not directly related to the work of 

the OMC Groups and that they were envisaged in the 3% Action Plan.
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In response to a question as to whether the study on the design of research programmes 

covers the areas of mobility and human resources, the Commission replied that this area 

is indeed covered and that this part of the study will be presented to the Steering Group 

on Human Resources.

(ii) Presentation of the  "2005 key figures on Science, Technology and Innovation"

Mr DUCHENE (Commission services) presented the Key Figures and policy relevant 

trends that can be observed.

Delegations raised in particular the following issues:

- the inclusion of figures for associated countries;

- the human resources prospects in European countries in comparison with the 

United States;

- the growth rates in R&D expenditure in China;

- the evaluation of sectoral figures for R&D intensity.

In response, the Commission indicated that associated countries will be included in 

future exercises and provided clarifications on the other points raised.

(iii) Presentation of the OMC Net call

Mr GUZMAN (Commission services) presented an outline on the RTD-OMC Net call

for proposals. The objective of the RTD-OMC Net call is to support mutual learning 

and co-operation in research policy making. The outcomes expected from the proposals 

are: a) good practices and conditions of transferability, b) concerted or joint initiatives 

and c) EU level initiatives to reinforce actions at Member State and EU level. The 

activities supported will cover, among others studies, conferences and peer-reviews.
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Discussion in the Committee focused, in particular, on the following:

- the timing of the RTD-OMC Net call, especially with regard to the parallel work 

of CREST sub-groups in the OMC second cycle;

- the need for a new methodology for evaluations, given that the results should be 

relevant for political decision-makers and not programme committees;

- the more legally-binding character of the projects under the RTD-OMC Net when 

compared to the work on OMC by CREST;

- the publicity to be given to the call;

- the need to have evaluators with the right profile in terms of policy-making 

experience;

- the role of CREST and OMC 3% in the context of the implementation of the 

Lisbon strategy. 

Mr GUZMAN indicated that the scope of this call was discussed with CREST at its 

May 2005 meeting and that RTD OMC-NET is aimed at reinforcing the application of 

OMC to the 3% objective.  It will provide additional resources to address further topics 

of common interest to Member States, support the costs of transnational collaboration 

linked to the implementation of recommendations stemming from CREST and allow for 

the involvement of regional authorities and, where appropriate, other stakeholders in 

policy coordination activities. The timing of the call is conditioned by the need to sign 

all resulting contracts in 2006, i.e. the last year of FP6. However, this timing will allow 

CREST to take into account the outcome of the second cycle of OMC 3%, the outcome 

of the RTD-OMC NET call and the assessment of the research part of the National 

Reform Programmes when deciding the topics to be addressed in the next OMC 3% 

cycle. The Commission will disseminate the call as widely as possible including to the 

OMC 3% Expert Groups. Member States are invited to do the same.
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(iv) Assessment of national reform programmes

Mr. GOENAGA (Commission services) informed the Committee that the phase of visits 

to the Member States to discuss the R&D and innovation parts of the national reform 

programmes (NRP) finished in July. The Commission is planning to include integrated 

assessments of both research  and innovation policies of the NRP which are due on 

15 October.

A meeting between Commission representatives and National Lisbon coordinators is 

scheduled for 6 October dealing, among other issues, with the question of the 

appropriateness of having country- specific recommendations. The Economic Policy 

Committee will have a first discussion on the NRP assessment in mid-November.

5. ART. 169 INITIATIVES

Mr. SMITS (Commission services) gave additional information on four assessment reports on

potential Art. 169 initiatives : Ambient assisted living (AAL), European Metrology Research 

Programme (EMRP), Joint Baltic Sea Research Programme (BONUS-169), and Research 

performing SMEs (EUROSTARS). 

Delegations generally welcomed the outline presented by the Commission and agreed that 

these four initiatives identified in the proposal for the specific programmes were the most 

mature for the moment, notwithstanding the need for further clarification on certain aspects

(e.g. level of funding, common structure, financial integration, involvement of the Associated 

States). However, some delegations stressed the exploratory character of the Art.169 

instrument and pointed to the possible legal and administrative burden resulting from such 

initiatives. Several delegations confirmed their interest in taking part in the proposed Art.169 

activities as laid down in a summary table and recalled the importance of continuing work on 

a possible “second train” of Art. 169 initiatives.
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On the issue of "financial integration" a number of delegations stressed the usefulness of a 

common pool of financial resources to finance an Art.169 initiative. On the other hand a

"virtual common pool" whereby every interested country or organisation could continue to 

fund its own participants might overcome possible legal difficulties. Nevertheless it was 

accepted that a "real common pool" would offer advantages for long-term financial planning.

Several delegations had already provided written comments concerning the issue of "financial 

integration"; other delegations were invited to do so in order to have a complete overview of 

the situation and to decide which is the best solution to ensure financial integration. The Chair

concluded that the Committee would continue its discussion on this issue at a future CREST 

meeting.

6. FIVE-YEAR ASSESSMENT OF THE RESEARCH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME

Mme DE BOISSEZON presented the Commission communication responding to the Five-

Year Assessment carried out by high level independent experts (see doc. 11836/05 + ADD 1).

The Commission had taken account both of the analysis and of the recommendations by the 

high level panel and had incorporated most of the necessary adaptations in the proposals for 

FP 7 and the Specific Programmes.

A single point of disagreement with the recommendations by the panel concerned the 

suggested permanent expert panels for proposal evaluation, where the Commission continues

to favour the idea of rotation to ensure independence.

Comments by delegations focused on the programme evaluation process and the translation of 

evaluation results into concrete improvements, the participation of industry in FP6 and, more 

generally, possible barriers to participation.
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7. AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING (19/20 OCTOBER 2005; MANCHESTER)

The agenda for the next meeting is likely to cover the following items:

· 3 % OMC - Second Cycle - Work progress in the expert groups 

· Summary on national basic research systems (poss.)

· Presentation of UK research and innovation policies

· Progress on national reform programmes

_____________________


