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NOTE 

To:    CREST delegations 

Subject : DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 296th MEETING OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE (CREST) 
HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 1 OCTOBER 2004 

 

The meeting was chaired by Dr. MITSOS (European Commission, Director General for 

Research). In the temporary absence of the Chairman, points 1-3, 5-8 were chaired by Mr. 

ESCRITT (Commission services). 

 

1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 

The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in communication CM 3242/04 of 14 

September 2004. Points 1-3, 5 - 8 were treated in the morning, point 4 in the afternoon.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 295th MEETING 

 

The Committee approved the summary conclusions set out in doc. CREST 1205/04. 
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION 

 

a) Mr. VAN KOOIJ (Dutch Presidency) informed the Committee on progress of work 

during the Dutch Presidency, in particular: 

- the outcome of the Competitiveness Council meeting of 24 September 2004, which 

adopted conclusions on the evaluation of the new instruments of the 6th Framework 

Programme and on the future European Union policy to support research1, as well as 

on a European strategy for nanotechnology2; 

- the forthcoming conferences on:  

§ "Investing in Research and Innovation: Realising the Potential of Public-Private 

Interaction", 12 and 13 October, Noordwijk; 

§ "Science is primary", 15-16 October, Amsterdam, Nemo Science Center; 

§ "Evaluations in the European Research Area", 27 October, Kasteel De 

Hoogenweerth, Maastricht; 

§ EUA conference, "Research Training as a Key to a Europe of Knowledge", 28-30 

October, Maastricht, University;  

- the 297th meeting of CREST scheduled to take place from 20-22 October in 

Enschede, University of Twente. 

 

Information on all of these events is available on the Dutch Presidency site on the CORDIS 

database, http://www.cordis.lu/netherlands/. 

 

b) Mr. GEROLD (Commission services) informed the Committee on the following events: 

§ The EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF), which took place in Stockholm from 25 to 

28 August 2004, and was the first panEuropean inter-disciplinary scientific 

meeting ever organised by a grassroots organisation, held with the aim of 

providing a meeting point between science and society similar to the highly 

successful AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science). The 

event has been a success with 1.800 participants, of whom 350 journalists, and a 

very high quality of presentations. The next EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF) is 

scheduled to take place in June 2006 in Munich. Answering a question from the 

                                                
1  Doc. 12898/04 COMPET 155 IND 123 RECH 181, Annex II. 
2  Doc. 12898/04 COMPET 155 IND 123 RECH 181, Annex III. 
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French delegation about the possibility of a public event related to one of the 

CREST clusters for the implementation of the "science and society" Action Plan, 

Mr. GEROLD confirmed the validity of the concept, and that Community support 

for ESOF seemed to be the most effective solution for achieving this goal; 

§ Science and Technology in Society (STS) Forum, 14 to 16 November, Kyoto, 

Japan. Response from Member States to the letter from Commissioner BUSQUIN 

had been excellent, and the EU is now represented on a high level in all working 

groups and panels; 

§ Forum "science and society": a large public event is planned in March 2005 for 

raising public awareness on the evaluation of FP 6 and the discussion on the 

future of European RTD policy. Journalists will have the opportunity of 

interviewing at length Framework Programme project co-ordinators. 

 

c) Mr. ESCRITT (Commission services) informed the Committee about  

§ the Competitiveness Council of 24 September (where Commissioner MICHEL 

showed his strong interest for research policy); 

§ the presentation by Dr. MITSOS on lessons learned from the Marimón Report to 

the horizontal programme committee of FP 6 on 14 September. The Commission 

has formed a Task Force headed by Deputy DG Mr. RICHARDSON for putting 

into effect all possible improvements to the implementation of research activities 

within the existing legal framework; 

§ the discussion on the Financial Perspectives. Coreper has set up an ad-hoc group 

to this effect. The content of the interim reports so far has been encouraging, with 

RTD clearly recognised as an important priority; 

§ a public consultation on the future FP 7 has been opened on the Commission 

Website and is open until 15 October, with more than 800 responses so far. A 

second public consultation to deal with the identification of thematic domains is 

planned, taking account of parallel reflections, for example on possible Art. 171 

initiatives. In basic research, it is not planned to undertake thematic prioritisation 

a priori; 

§ Another public consultation had just finished on the Communication “Towards a 

European Strategy for Nanotechnology”; 
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4. 3% AND OPEN METHOD OF COORDINATION 

 

a) Discussion and adoption of the CREST report on the first cycle OMC 3%  

 

The co-ordinator of the team of CREST rapporteurs, Mr. Chris DARBY (United Kingdom), 

delivered a short presentation of the proposed report, with complementary remarks by the 

other CREST rapporteurs, Messrs. Luis DELGADO MARTÍNEZ (Spain), José BONFIM 

(Portugal) and András SIEGLER (Hungary). 

 

After discussion, the Committee adopted the CREST report on 3% OMC and the Chairman 

concluded that further work on OMC will now proceed as follows: 

§ A factual executive summary, to improve readability, will be written by the Council 

Secretariat (in consultation with the Commission and the rapporteurs) and will be 

added to the report; 

§ A CREST sub-group will be established to define the model for the future 

application of OMC to the 3% objective. An informal meeting of interested CREST 

members would take place in parallel to the conference ‘Investing in Research and 

Innovation” (12-13 October) to prepare the ground work; 

 The CREST report would be provided as important input to the Council of Ministers 

(Competitiveness Council on the 25-26 November, 2004). The Commission would 

take a position on the report in due course. 
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b) Scope and objectives of the 12 October informal meeting of national Directors 

General of research, innovation and enterprise in the context of the NL-EU 

Presidency conference “Investing in Research and Innovation” 

 

The NL delegation presented the scope and objectives of this meeting:  

 

(i) The CREST report will be discussed by Director Generals in the context of the above 

mentioned meeting organised by the Netherlands' Presidency in Nordwijk. The central 

issue of the meeting will be “stepping up actions towards the implementation of the 3% 

Action Plan”; 

 

(ii) During the plenary session, Minister VAN DER HOEVEN (OCW), Dr. MITSOS (DG 

Research) and Mr. David WHITE (Director DG Enterprise) will be keynote speakers. 

After the plenary session there will be three parallel sessions, prefaced by an 

introductory talk by the conference moderator Ken GUY. He will present the results of 

the questionnaire on OMC and 3% (sent to all DGs) and outline the aims and format of 

the parallel sessions; 

 

(iii) The Presidency will report on the results of the Noordwijk meeting to the 297th CREST 

meeting at Enschede, the Netherlands, on 21 and 22 October.  

 

5. BASIC RESEARCH 

 

a) The Committee received the following presentations of national basic research policies 

from: 

- United Kingdom (Ms. Prue BACKWAY, Office of Science and Technology, and 

Ms. Helen THORNE, Research Councils UK); 

- Denmark (Mr. O. FEJERSKOV, Director, Danish National Research Foundation); 

- Norway (Mr. Rolf K. REED, Director General, Ministry of Education and 

Research); 

- Germany (Dr. Reinhard GRUNWALD, Secretary General, German Research 

Foundation); 
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b) Ms. ANDRIKOPOULOU (Cion services) presented a benchmarking report to the 

Committee on "National Policies on Basic Research": the situation for benchmarking is 

still rather difficult, as 16 out of 33 countries represented in CREST do not collect input 

data on basic research; 10 use the very comprehensive Frascati methodology worked out 

in the OECD context, while the remaining 7 countries use lighter but non-standardised 

methodologies; 

 

c) The Israeli, Belgian, Estonian, Polish, Portuguese and Swedish delegations volunteered 

- tentatively - to give presentations on their national basic research systems at future 

CREST meetings; 

 

d) The Chairman concluded by thanking the speakers and announcing that a further round 

of national presentations (Finland/Switzerland/Austria/Latvia) will be given at the next 

meeting of CREST in Enschede, on 21 and 22 October. Dates will be sought for the 

presentations of the remaining countries. 

 

6. INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM 

 

Mr. SMITS (Commission services) provided information to the Committee on the European 

Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) activities and experiences (see Annex to 

this Note). 

 

ESFRI was created in April 2002, on the initiative of the European Commission, following 

Council recommendations, as an outcome of the Strasbourg Conference organised jointly in 

2000 between the Commission, the French Presidency of the Council and the European 

Science Foundation. Its initial mandate was to support a coherent and strategy-led approach to 

policy-making on research infrastructures. During the first period of its existence, ESFRI 

concentrated on some urgent priorities in several fields, and has had some success (e.g. the 

European network of free-electron-lasers, which was included as a Quick-Start Programme in 

the European Growth Initiative). 
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The present challenge is to enlarge the mandate of ESFRI to prepare a roadmap for new 

research infrastructures of European interest. For this purpose, ESFRI has set up steering 

groups in the field of the physical sciences and engineering, life sciences, and social 

sciences/humanities (another group already exists for eInfrastructures). 

 

Following an intensive discussion on ESFRI, several delegations made suggestions on how to 

improve the work of ESFRI. In general terms, delegations expressed their support for the 

work done in ESFRI and the development of its mandate. 

 

Attention is drawn to the ESFRI homepage on CORDIS: 

http://www.cordis.lu/era/infrastructures_forum.htm. The ESFRI Annual Report 2004 is 

available at this address. 

 

7. AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING 

 

The meeting will take place in Enschede (Twente University), The Netherlands (20-22 

October). 

The agenda will include the following items: 

 

- 3% and open method of co-ordination (discussion on the modalities and nature of the 

second OMC cycle);  

- presentation of the national RTD policy of the Netherlands; 

- Basic Research 

= Further national presentations by Member States; 

- Joint Research Centre: current activities 
 = presentation by Mr. Roland SCHENKEL, acting Director-General of JRC. 

 

 

______________ 
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ANNEX 

 
The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures – ESFRI 

_________ 
 

Origin and mandate 

 

The idea to develop a more coordinated approach for policy making in the field of research 

infrastructures in Europe emerged from the Strasbourg Conference on Research Infrastructures, 

jointly organised by the Commission, the French Presidency and the ESF in September 2000. The 

main results of the Conference were taken up in a working document of the Commission Services in 

January 2001. On the basis of this document, in June 2001, the Research Council invited “the 

Commission, in close collaboration with the Member States…, to explore the establishment of new 

arrangements to support policies related to research infrastructures”. Responding to the Council’s 

invitation, the Commission set up an Expert Group. In January 2002, the Group recommended the 

creation of a European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures with the following remit: 

· to support a coherent and strategy-led approach to policy-making on research infrastructures 

in Europe; 

· to facilitate multilateral initiatives leading to the better use and development of research 

infrastructures. 

Following the recommendations of the Expert Group, Commissioner Busquin, wrote a letter to 

Research Ministers of the 15 Member States, in February 2002, to ask them to nominate 

representatives in the Forum and to offer operational support from the Commission. 

 

Membership 

 

ESFRI brings together representatives of the EU Member States, who are decision-makers on 

research infrastructures policy in their country, appointed by Ministers in charge of Research, and a 

representative of the European Commission. ESFRI was extended to the ten new Member States in 

November 2003, and the eight Associated Countries were invited to join in August 2004. 

 

The Chair of ESFRI is designated from among the ESFRI delegates, for a two-year non renewable 

term. The scientific secretariat is provided by the Commission services. 
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Activities and results (2002-2004) 

 

Since April 2002, ESFRI has held ten plenary meetings, set up working groups and organised 

workshops. The ESFRI annual reports for 2003 and 2004 can be found at the internet address: 

http://www.cordis.lu/era/infrastructures_forum.htm. The reports of the working groups on “neutrons 

sources”, “infrastructures for marine sciences”, “Free-Electron Lasers” and “infrastructures for 

social sciences and humanities” are available at the same address. The report of the working group 

on “large computers and networks” will be ready soon. Discussions have also taken place on 

research infrastructures in the fields of nuclear physics, high energy physics, astronomy, 

astroparticles, as well as biology and biomedical research. 

 

One of the main results of the work of ESFRI has been to initiate a network of Free Electron Lasers, 

bringing together a European facility in Hamburg, in the hard X-ray range, and a set of 

complementary facilities in various countries, in the infrared, ultra-violet and soft X-ray ranges. 

This has given rise to the selection of the quick start project “New generation Lasers” in the 

European Initiative for Growth, adopted by the European Council in December 2004. A time 

schedule for the coordinated development of the different facilities in this field has now been 

established. 

In the field of neutron sources, ESFRI has recommended a scenario involving the upgrading of 

existing facilities for the short term and perspectives for the longer term. In other fields, ESFRI has 

recommended the setting-up of a permanent Marine Infrastructures Strategy Group, to promote the 

coordination and sharing of key infrastructures in Europe, or the creation of a European Resource 

Observatory for the Humanities and the Social Sciences, to facilitate access to and sharing of 

national and European data. 

 

In its incubator role, ESFRI has hosted discussions on the European X-FEL project (hard X-ray free 

electron laser, at DESY in Hamburg) and the FAIR project (international accelerator facility for 

beams of ions and antiprotons, at GSI in Darmstadt), both initiated by Germany.  Following 

exchanges in ESFRI, Germany has set up International Steering Committees for both projects. A 

memorandum of understanding governing the participation of the various partners to the preparation 

phase of each project has now been prepared. 
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Towards a European roadmap for research infrastructures (2004-…) 

 
Since the Trieste Conference on Research Infrastructures (20 November 2003) organised by the 

Italian Presidency in collaboration with ESFRI, the idea of a European policy for research 

infrastructures, launched by Commissioner Busquin, has further developed. In the recent 

Commission’s Communication on the future of the EU policy for research (16 June 2004), research 

infrastructures appear as one of the key axes; the communication foresees a continuation of the 

existing actions to support the optimal utilisation of research infrastructures, but also the 

development of new strategic actions for the construction (or major upgrade) of new infrastructures 

of pan-European interest. The last Informal Competitiveness Council (1-3 July 2004) “emphasized 

the need for the development of a European Policy in the field of research infrastructures…”, 

“welcomed the Commission’s proposal to develop a strategic roadmap for Europe in the field of 

research infrastructures for the next 10 to 20 years”, and “agreed that for the creation of new, large, 

unique and expensive research infrastructures, a new operational mechanism is necessary”. 

 

In this context, ESFRI has decided at its most recent meeting (3 September 2004) to develop an 

ESFRI method to prepare a European roadmap for research infrastructures. ESFRI objective is not 

to prioritise and not to decide on location, but to give Member States and the European Commission 

an idea of the maturity and potential impact of various projects. The aim is to publish first results by 

the end of 2005, with new results following as different areas mature. 

 

To reach these new objectives, ESFRI is currently setting up three Steering Groups chaired by 

ESFRI delegates, covering the following domains: Physical Sciences and Engineering; Biological 

and Medical Sciences; Social Sciences and Humanities. A fourth group already exists since the end 

of 2002, focussed on e-Infrastructures (eIRG, a group of Minister representatives to discuss 

GEANT and Grid issues). The steering groups have the ability to create Expert Groups, but also to 

collect information from national roadmaps and other relevant analysis (e.g. from ESF, from the 

NREN Policy Committee), from other stakeholders in Europe for research infrastructures (e.g. 

EIROforum) and from existing formal groups of the scientific community (e.g. NuPECC). 

 

In conclusion, it clearly appears that ESFRI should play in the coming years a role of increasing 

importance in the development of a vision necessary for the implementation of a real European 

policy for research infrastructures, while ensuring a better coordination between Member States and 

Associated States. 

______________ 


