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NOTE 
To:    Crest delegations 

Subject : SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 293rd MEETING OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE (CREST) 
HELD IN GALWAY, IRELAND, ON 1 AND 2 APRIL 2004 

 

The meeting was chaired by Dr. MITSOS (European Commission, Director General for 

Research).  

 

1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 

The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in communication CM 1058/04 of 

17 March 2004.  

Under Any Other Business, the German delegation requested information on ERA-WATCH. 

The German and the French delegations formally protested at the lack of simultaneous 

translation to and from German and French, respectively. 
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2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 292nd MEETING 

 

The Committee approved the summary conclusions as set out in doc. CREST 1202/04.  

 

3. PRESENTATION OF IRISH RTD POLICY 

 

Mr. Ned COSTELLO (Irish Presidency), head of division for developing, promoting and co-

ordinating Science, Technology, Innovation and Intellectual Property policy and programmes 

at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, gave a presentation to the 

Committee on "Irish Science and Technology: Context and Challenge". 

 

4. 3% AND OPEN METHOD OF COORDINATION 

 

(i) Mr. SARAGOSSI (Commission services) gave a brief overview of the state of work of 

the five expert groups set up under the responsibility of CREST.  The five expert groups 

have collected information from most of the countries based on agreed questionnaires, 

have presented case studies and are establishing an overview of the situation in each 

country. The groups are entering a second phase where they will focus their attention on 

outcomes/recommendations beyond the exchange of information and identification of 

good practices, such as, for example, joint/concerted actions, actions to be undertaken at 

national level, actions at EU level including EU Guidelines, and indicators. This will 

lead to a consolidated report by CREST (clearly recording any differences of opinion).  

 

(ii) The proposed timetable is as follows: 

Mid-June: The chairpersons of five expert groups to send reports to CREST; 

29 June: 294th CREST - presentation and discussion of expert group final reports 

and progress report of the Steering Group on Human Resources and 

Mobility; 

Early July:  CREST members to send written comments to CREST rapporteurs; 

16 July: 295th CREST : presentation by CREST rapporteurs on preliminary key 

findings and recommendations for the CREST report; at this stage, 

delegations will be invited to come forward with new nominations for the 

second cycle of work of the expert groups; 
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Early September: Draft CREST report to be distributed to CREST Members; 

1 October:  296th CREST - final discussion and approval of CREST report;  

12-13 October: High-level conference ‘Investing in Research and Innovation’ organised 

by Netherlands' Presidency - discussion on taking-up of recommendations 

in the CREST report and the focus of the next cycle; 

20-21 October: Launch of second cycle of OMC in the context of 3% Action Plan 

implementation; 

10 December: Commission to present first progress report on 3% Action Plan 

implementation. 

 

(iii) The Committee received presentations and written interim reports from the five expert 
groups 

 

– Public Research Base and its Links with Industry (Mr. SANDBERG, chair); 

– SMEs and Research (Mr. CORADO SIMÕES, chair); 

– Fiscal Measures for Research (Mr. DE GROENE, chair); 

– Intellectual Property Rights (Ms. PROSSER, chair); 

– Public Research Spending and Policy Mixes (Mr. GUY, rapporteur). 

as well as a progress report from the Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility 

(Mr. LIBERALI, chair, Commission services). 

Delegations made a number of detailed observations, which were noted by the chairs 

and rapporteurs of the expert groups. Mr. SARAGOSSI (Commission services) 

underlined the importance of addressing the transnational dimension of the key issues 

and recommendations. 

 

(iv) Mr. VAN KOOIJ (NL) provided the committee with information on the tentative 

programme of the foreseen conference on 12 and 13 October 2004. The programme will 

include: 

– opening speech by Mr. Brinkhorst, Dutch Minister of Economic Affairs, 

– speech by Commissioner Busquin on progress in the implementation of the 3% 

Action Plan and the role of the Open Method of Co-ordination (OMC); 
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– presentation by Dr. Mitsos of the results and lessons of the first cycle of the work 

of CREST using the OMC in the implementation of the 3% Action Plan; 

– six parallel discussion groups, each opened by short presentations by 3-4 national 

Directors General, on key issues in the implementation of the 3% Action Plan and 

the focus of the second cycle of the OMC, such as IPR, SME participation, 

public-private partnerships, mobility and state-aid rules. 

 

(v) Concerning the request for information on the national R&D scoreboard - top 20 private 

R&D contributors, 13 replies have been received. A reminder has been sent to 

delegations that have not yet responded, a new deadline has been fixed for 14 May 

2004. 

 

(vi) Mr. SARAGOSSI briefly presented the results of the "Snapshot" on public funding of 

RTD, which were sent by Commissioner BUSQUIN to the Research Ministers on 15 

March 2004, and presented to the press on 17 March as part of an overview of progress 

made in implementing the 3% Action Plan. An amended version of the "Snapshot" 

(involving the correction of minor errors) will be sent to CREST Members. 

It was noted that the EU as a whole is not yet on track to meet its target of 3% RTD 

spending by 2010. A large majority of those Member States with high levels of public 

RTD funding in 2002 have seen a significant decline in their average growth rates of 

RTD funding, thus bringing it further away from the 6,5% growth rate required to attain 

the Barcelona target. This trend is partly alleviated by the fact that many acceding 

countries have increased their efforts, and by the gradual development of fiscal 

measures for RTD which are now equivalent to more than 7% of EU R&D public 

funding. 

 

A request to validate a draft final version of the "Snapshot" will be sent out to 

delegations in September 2004. The "Snapshot" will then be included in the 

Commission's progress report on the 3% Action Plan to be presented by the end of this 

year. 
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(vii) The United Kingdom delegation suggested co-ordinating this activity with the work of 

the Commission's Enterprise Policy Group (EPG), as well as with other Commission 

Directorates General responsible for innovation. 

Mr. SARAGOSSI confirmed that due consideration of the activities of these bodies will 

be taken in the implementation of the 3% Action Plan. 

 

(viii) In conclusion, the Chairman summed up the main discussion points, strongly 

emphasising the need for each group to identify good and bad practices, analyse success 

and failure factors, and determine the degree to which good practices could be 

transposed in other countries. He also urged each group to make clear, practical 

recommendations for moving forward in the various areas covered and deliver 

operational and result-oriented reports. 

 

(ix) The Committee appointed the following CREST Members as rapporteurs of the CREST 

report on the first cycle of OMC in the context of 3% Action Plan implementation: 

Mr. Christopher DARBY (United Kingdom, co-ordinator) 

Mr. Luis DELGADO (Spain) 

Mr. András SIEGLER (Hungary) 

Mr. José BONFIM (Portugal) 

 

5. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION 

 

(i) Mr. ENGLISH (Irish Presidency) informed the Committee about the ongoing work of the 

Irish Presidency, in particular in relation to: 

· Basic Research (referring both to the 16-17 February seminar in Dublin, and the 

11 March Competitiveness Council conclusions); 

· ITER: the Presidency has been assisting efforts by the Commission to reach 

agreement with the international partners on a suitable site for the ITER reactor; 

· Space: the Presidency's current position was one of reflection following 

consultations with delegations which showed divergent positions on the White 

Paper; GMES seemed to offer more scope for early progress; 



 
CREST 1203/1/04 REV 1   ThB/kdv 6 
 DG C II  EN 

 

· Informal Competitiveness Council: scheduled to take place on 25-26 April 2004 

in Dromoland, on the basis of a Presidency paper entitled "Forging Productivity 

Growth in Europe". The Competitiveness Council on 17 and 18 May 2004 will 

discuss possible follow-up initiatives under its main agenda item point on 

"Competitiveness and Innovation"; 

· 17-18 May Competitiveness Council: other research points on the agenda will be 

the second progress report on life sciences and biotechnology; mobility of third-

country researchers; a progress report on the ITER negotiations; and, possibly, a 

Commission communication on the future of Community policy; 

· Conference on SME and Innovation (to take place 3-4 June 2004). 

 

(ii) Mr. ESCRITT (Commission services) informed the Committee of the following issues:  

· FP 6 implementation report: the report is now available and has been sent to 

CREST members. It has also been presented to the horizontal configurations of 

the SP1 and SP2 programme committees on 24 March. Mr. ESCRITT also 

provided information on the progress of the MARIMÓN panel on the new 

instruments; 

· Communication on nanotechnologies, which was scheduled for adoption in 

April/May; 

· The adoption by the Commission of: 

- the Communication on the presentation of a proposal for a Directive and two 

proposals for recommendations on the admission of third-country nationals to 

carry out scientific research in the European Community;  

- the Communication on Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES): 

Establishing a GMES capacity by 2008 - Action Plan (2004-2008); 

- the Communication on the implementation of the preparatory action on the 

enhancement of the European industrial potential in the field of security research; 
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· The "Science and Technology in Society forum" (STS forum), which will hold its 

inaugural meeting on November 14-16, 2004, in Kyoto, Japan. The Forum is 

meant to be a "Davos for Science". The Commissioner will co-chair a session on 

S&T capacity building.  

A letter has been sent to research ministers regarding European participation in 

the five events foreseen: energy and environment, ethics and S&T, ICT impact on 

society, S&T capacity building, and human security. CREST Members were 

invited to suggest names of participants (not speakers), since the event is by 

invitation only.  

As the next preparatory meeting was scheduled for 30 April in New York, an 

initial list of names of participants should be sent to the Commission by 23 April. 

Additional lists could be sent later; 

· The treatment of basic research in CREST: an initial exercise could involve the 

presentation of national experiences as regards the structures of basic research and 

their management (research councils and other funding agencies). A list of key 

questions would be made available to delegates to help a future CREST debate on 

this subject. A questionnaire would be made available to delegates with the 

invitation to react to these questions; on the basis of their responses, the 

Commission would consider the next steps to be taken. 

 

(iii) The Chairman provided information to the Committee on the Earth Observation 

Summit, and recommended those countries that were not already part of the process to 

participate. He also informed the Committee on the Communication on future research 

activities "Preparing the Future", on which the inter-service consultation had just been 

launched. This communication aims at making the RTD chapter in the next financial 

perspective more explicit and launch the debate on the future of Community research 

and the next framework programme. He further informed the Committee that 

information on the work of  the Infrastructure Forum would be provided to CREST at 

a future meeting, and that an exchange of views would be held on the progress in 

implementing the Science and Society Action Plan.  
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6. CREST EVALUATION NETWORK 

 

Ms. DE BOISSEZON (Commission services) introduced a paper proposing a role for the 

CREST Evaluation Network in respect of information to be provided on national schemes and 

input that could be provided to the five-year evaluation exercise. 

 

 In response, the Committee agreed that CREST Members would confirm or update - in the 

light of the paper - their nominees for the CREST Evaluation Network; the Commission 

would send the paper to the Network, with copies to CREST delegates; the Network would 

exchange views on the paper, and Mr. KEKKONEN (Finnish delegation), who chairs the 

Network, would then present the results of the network's discussions at the next meeting of 

CREST, in the form of an agreed Action Plan. 

 

7. AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETINGS (29 JUNE AND 16 JULY 2004) 

 

The meetings will take place in Brussels. 

 

The agenda for 29 June 2004 would include the following items: 

- 3% and Open Method of Co-ordination (covering, in particular, the final reports of the 

expert groups and a progress report by the Steering Group on Human Resources and 

Mobility); 

- fundamental Research (where the focus would be on national research Council 

experiences); 

- the CREST Evaluation Network;  

- an information point on the Infrastructure Forum. 

 

The agenda for 16 July 2004 would include the following items: 

- 3% and open method of co-ordination (covering the presentation of preliminary key 

findings and recommendations by the rapporteurs of the CREST report);  

- an exchange of views on the Science and Society Action Plan. 
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8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. FRIGOLA (Joint Research Centre) provided the Committee with initial information on 

ERA-WATCH, a user-driven initiative jointly undertaken by DG RTD and the JRC (IPTS, 

Seville). It was noted that the administrative aspects of the initiative were still being finalised. 

 

____________ 


