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NOTE 
to :   Crest delegations 

Subject : DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 291st MEETING OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE (CREST) 
HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 5 DECEMBER 2003 

 

 

The meeting was chaired by Mr. RICHARDSON (European Commission, deputy Director 

General, Research), in the absence of the chairman, Dr. MITSOS.  

 

1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 

The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in telex nº TX05511EN of 1 December 2003. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF THE 290th MEETING 

 

The Committee approved the summary conclusions as set out in doc. CREST 1205/03.  
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3. INFORMATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND THE COMMISSION 

 

1. Mr. DE CRESCENZO (Italian Presidency) informed the Committee about progress 

achieved during the second half of the Italian Presidency: 

 

a) on 11 November 2003, the Council adopted a resolution on the Profession of 

Researchers in the European Research Area1, encouraging the development of a 

“European Researcher’s Charter", a code of conduct for the recruitment of 

researchers, the launch of a European Year of Researchers to strengthen the public 

recognition of the profession of researchers and careers in R&D, and improving 

the operation of the Researchers' Mobility Portal and the European network of 

mobility centres. The Council invited all stakeholders to apply the open method of 

co-ordination (omc), in relation to: 

 

- developing criteria for recording different professional achievements throughout 

the career of researchers taking into account developments in the “Bologna 

Process"; 

- exchanging good practice, where appropriate at international level, as regards the 

evaluation and appraisal systems for careers in R&D; 

- encouraging the social dialogue, as well as dialogue among researchers, 

stakeholders and society at large, including improving public awareness of science 

and promoting the interest of young people in research and in a career in science; 

- overall working conditions for doctoral candidates, including aspects such as 

parental leave and taking necessary steps, bearing in mind reciprocity at European 

level, regarding the portability of national loans and grants in the context of 

enhanced mobility for researchers; 

- promoting equal opportunities for men and women researchers when developing 

these initiatives; 

- continuing efforts to remove other obstacles to a career in research or to mobility 

including those related to intersectoral mobility and mobility between and within 

public and private sectors as well as mobility between different functions, taking 

into account an enlarged European Union. 

                                                
1  Doc. 14132/1/03 REV 1. 
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The Commission was invited to report regularly on the progress achieved in improving 

the employment and career prospects for researchers in Europe. 

 

b) On 26 and 27 November 2003, the Council reached agreement on the single 

European candidacy to host the International Thermonuclear fusion Energy 

Research reactor ITER (Cadarache, France). In the margins of the Council, the 

EC-ESA Framework Agreement was signed, providing an important base for 

further development of a European space policy. The Commission's White Paper 

on the European space policy was presented to Council, which also adopted 

conclusions on the European Growth Initiative1, containing an open list of priority 

projects ("quick-start projects"), including a strong RTD component amounting to 

more than 10 billion Euro in investment;  

 

c) On 3 December 2003, the Council examined a text put forward by the Presidency, 

following deliberations at its meeting on 26 November, on the establishment of 

further implementing provisions for Community funding of research projects 

involving the use of human embryos and human embryonic stem cells. No 

agreement could be reached either on the Commission’s amended proposal or on a 

compromise text put forward by the Presidency.  

 

2. Mr. HALPIN (Irish delegation) outlined the research priorities in the work programme 

of the incoming Irish Presidency, in particular: 

 

- priority implementation of the 6th Framework Programme and the development of 

ERA with particular attention to fully integrating the new Member States, also with a 

view to control preparatory work in the runup to the next Framework Programme; 

- pursuing work in CREST on the 3% action plan, using the open method of 

coordination (omc); 

- contributing to a more attractive environment for increased private sector investment 

into RTD;  

                                                
1  Doc. 14893/03 ECOFIN 340 FIN 498 ECO 237 TRANS 294 ENER 308 RECH 212 SOC 473 

- COM(2003) 690 final. 
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- discussing the forthcoming Commission communication on basic research (including 

through a high-level seminar scheduled to take place in Dublin on 16 and 17 

February 2004; 

- promoting the mobility of researchers, including work on Community legislation on 

the rights of entry and residence of third-country researchers, in cooperation with 

other Council formations; 

- continuing work on RTD infrastructures of European interest. 

 

CREST meetings are scheduled to take place on: 

 

· 29 January 2004 (Brussels), 

· 1 and 2 April 2004 (Galway, Ireland), 

· 3 or 4 June 2004 (Brussels). 

 

A timetable of the Irish Presidency in the research sector and outline agendas of the 

CREST meetings will be provided in good time. 

 

3. Mr. ESCRITT (Commission services) informed the Committee on further progress in 

the implementation of FP 6, following the conclusion of the first calls for proposals. 

Modifications of work programmes have almost been completed. The Commission 

services are working hard with the aim of signing contracts and committing money 

before the end of 2003. The Commission intends to provide detailed information on the 

results of the first calls to the Committee at one of its next meetings. 

 

In the Commission's view, the following developments deserve particular attention: 

 

· the work of the panel charged with reviewing the effectiveness of the new 

instruments ("Marimón group"), which held a meeting on 20 October and has since 

held a series of hearings with programme managers, stakeholders and independent 

observers included in the project selection process. Hearings have also been held in 

Rome, Prague and Munich. A final report of the group is expected in June/July 2004. 



 
CREST 1201/04   ThB/kdv 5 
 DG C II  EN 

 

· the Trieste seminar on European RTD infrastructure on 21 November brought very 

positive results and showed the willingness of Member States to move forward on 

priority projects of European interest; the results of the seminar will be included in 

the Commission's communication on European research infrastructures scheduled for 

the second quarter of 2004;  

· the meeting of Commissioner BUSQUIN with the research  ministers of the acceding 

countries on 28 November which explored new possibilities for fully integrating the 

scientific talent and resources of acceding countries into ERA; 

· the ongoing work of the Commission services on basic research on which a 

communication is expected to be submitted in January 2004. 

 

In response to questions from delegations, Mr. ESCRITT informed the Committee on: 

 

· the promotion of cooperation between the European Union and intergovernmental 

research organisations, which will be the subject of a Commission communication 

scheduled for the second quarter of 2004; 

· the Commission's legislative and work programme 2004. 

 

The French delegation suggested that a short synthesis document from the Commission 

services on all ongoing and planned communications with regard to RTD and 

innovation would be helpful to the Committee's work. 

 

4. THREE PERCENT OBJECTIVE 

 

a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OPEN METHOD OF COORDINATION IN 

RELATION TO THE 3% OBJECTIVE: PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF 

ROADMAPS AND WORKING METHODS OF THE FIVE EXPERT GROUPS 

 

 The Committee was informed about the results of the kick-off meetings of the five 

expert groups on 

= the public research base and its links to industry (Mr. SANDBERG, 

Sweden); 

= SMEs and research (Prof. SIMOES, Portugal); 
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= fiscal measures for research (Mr. DE GROEN, Netherlands); 

= intellectual property and research (Mr. DAMBOIS, Commission services, 

on behalf of Ms PROSSER, Ireland); 

= research public spending and policy mixes (Mr. SERRIS, France); 

 

Room documents and a list of members of the expert groups were distributed to 

participants. 

 

Delegations underlined their satisfaction at the excellent work of the expert groups, and 

underlined the need for cooperation and dialogue between the groups in order to achieve 

synergies and avoid unnecessary overlaps. 

 

Ownership of the work on the Action Plan by Member States must also be assured, as 

this is an important condition for the successful application of the open method of co-

ordination. Several delegations asked for dissemination of key documents of the expert 

groups to all CREST participants, to ensure transparency and facilitate coordination. 

CREST should be responsible for drafting the synthesis report on the basis of the results 

from the five expert groups. The involvement of the Helsinki Group of Women in 

Science in the work on the 3% action plan was also suggested. 

 

The Chairman concluded that: 

 

- a draft questionnaire of expert group 5 covering in particular the national policy 

mixes and policy developments will be circulated with an invitation to delegations to 

provide comments by mid-January (written procedure);  

- meetings between the chairpersons and rapporteurs of the expert groups will be held 

regularly to facilitate coordination and avoid duplication of work; the steering group 

on the implementation of the mobility strategy (human resources) will also report to 

these meetings; 

- CREST Members are invited to disseminate information inside their national 

structures and assume responsibility for coordinating national positions between 

different ministries; their participation in the work of the expert groups is a valuable 

contribution for strengthening coherence of the policy approach; 
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- all key documents (agendas, invitations, conclusions and draft questionnaires) of all 

the expert groups will be disseminated to all CREST participants to achieve optimal 

transparency; 

- a small group (2 or 3) of volunteers among CREST Members will be asked to 

undertake the drafting of the first synthesis report reflecting the work of the five 

expert groups, scheduled to appear in June 2004; candidates are kindly invited to 

take contact with Mr. SARAGOSSI (Commission Services). 

 

b) REQUEST FOR INFORMATION WITHIN CONTEXT OF THE 3% ACTION PLAN: 

 

- INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH MONITORING ACTIVITY (SECTION 6.6. OF THE 

3% ACTION PLAN): 

- UPDATE OF CURRENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND TARGETS IN MEMBER 

STATES AND ASSOCIATED COUNTRIES (SECTION 2 OF THE 3% ACTION 

PLAN), "SNAPSHOT" 

 

Mr. GAVIGAN (Commission services) presented the Commission's requests for 

information to the Committee on the two points indicated above1. The deadlines for 

input were 16 December for updating achievements and targets in Member States and 

mid February 2004 for the industrial monitoring activity. Official statistics are only 

available for 2002 and more recent data are urgently needed to identify where the 

Member States and acceding/candidate countries are in relation to the Barcelona target. 

Provisional data and estimates are available in most countries for 2003, forecasts for 

2004. These would be most useful. 

 

Delegations indicated their support, while pointing to certain methodological problems 

that could affect the comparability of raw data and estimates.  

 

The Chairman concluded by thanking delegations for their readiness to cooperate .The 

information provided by them would be considered with prudence. 

                                                
1  Explanatory notes and templates have been distributed to delegations. 
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5. EUROPEAN SPACE POLICY 

 

Mr. TYTGAT (Commission services) gave a presentation to the Committee on the 

Commission's White Paper entitled "Space: a new European frontier for an enlarging Union: 

an action plan for implementing the European Space policy"1. 

 

Hard copies of his slides were distributed to delegations. 

 

Delegations welcomed the general thrust of the White Paper and made a number of 

observations, in particular: 

 

- the German delegation suggested the need for more intensive discussion on the timing of 

the various initiatives contained in the White Paper: while some parts should be 

implemented during FP 6, some would have to await the future FP 7 and there might also 

be the need to set priorities in the light of limited resources (not all worthwhile space 

activities would necessarily have to receive Community funding);  

- the Danish delegation pointed to the inclusion of GMES in the European Initiative for 

Growth and called for its opening up to private participation; the report on the initial period 

of GMES will contain proposals for the development of precursor services, which this 

delegation strongly supports; 

- the Portuguese delegation stressed the need for good cooperation between all actors in 

European space policy while respecting the identity and autonomy of ESA; 

- the Greek delegation informed the Committee of its intention to seek membership of ESA; 

- the Spanish delegation suggested the need for more detailed cost estimates, including 

military and dual-use applications. 

 

The Commission took note of these suggestions, and informed the Committee that the White 

Paper had been drafted in close cooperation with the ESA administration, thus reflecting a 

consensus between the two organisations.  

                                                
1  Doc. 14886/03 RECH 211 COMPET 62 IND 164 TRANS 293 POLARM 36 - 

COM(2003)673 final. 
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6. THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN THE EUROPE OF KNOWLEDGE: APRIL 2004 

CONFERENCE 

 

Mr. GEROLD (Commission services) informed the Committee on the conference relating to 

the role of universities in the Europe of knowledge scheduled to take place in April 2004 in 

Liège, Belgium. This will be a high-level conference involving about 1.000 participants from 

national governments, universities, learned societies, industrial researchers and other 

interested circles. Commissioner BUSQUIN had already addressed a letter of invitation to 

research ministers. 

 

8. OPENING OF NATIONAL PROGRAMMES: PROGRESS REPORTS 

 

Mr. HUGHES (Irish delegation) informed the Committee on progress in the "marine science" 

cluster. The final report of the cluster was distributed to delegations.  

Its main conclusions are that: 

 

- the participation of researchers from other Member States is not excluded; 

- there are no identifiable legal or administrative barriers to the participation of researchers 

from other EU Member States;  

- Member States have undertaken to further facilitate access by other Community 

researchers to their national programmes. 

 

Cooperation will continue in the form of ERANet projects: the first of them, BONUS, 

(covering marine science cooperation in the Baltic Sea region) has already been approved. 

Similar projects will follow for the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic. 

 

Mr. SMITS (Commission services) provided additional information on the state of ERANet 

projects in the other clusters (plant genomics, astrophysics, chemistry). 

 

Responding to questions from delegations, the Chairman concluded that an exchange of views 

to take stock of the overall issue of the co-ordination and co-operation of national RTD 

programmes would be on the agenda of one of the next CREST meetings. 
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8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

 

- TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS 

 

Mr. SMITS (Commission services) briefed the Committee on the state of affairs concerning 

the development of "technology platforms", a new concept which has triggered intensive 

stakeholder interest and discussion, promising to lead to successful public-private 

partnerships. A Commission communication on technology platforms is currently being 

prepared by the Commission services and is scheduled to be adopted during the Irish 

Presidency. 

 

- RESEARCH AND MANUFACTURING  

 

Following a request from the NL delegation, Ms. DE LA TORRE (Commission services) 

briefed the Committee on the outcome of the Milan seminar on RTD and training in industrial 

manufacturing. On that occasion Commissioner BUSQUIN indicated the possibility of setting 

up a High Level Group, which could draft an Action Plan on the basis of the background 

document from the Commission services which can be consulted on the web. 

 

_________________ 


