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COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Brussels, 16 October 2001
(OR. fr)

12800/01

POLGEN 23

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENCY
to : General Affairs Council
Subject : Coordination of implementation of the plan of action to combat terrorism

1. The extraordinary meeting of the European Council on 21 September decided that the fight

against terrorism would, more than ever, be a priority objective of the European Union.  It

instructed the General Affairs Council to assume the role of coordination and providing

impetus to that end and to submit an overall report to the next European Council.

Instrument for monitoring implementation – the "road map"

2. The annex to this note contains a detailed "road map" of all the measures and initiatives to be

implemented under the action plan decided on following the events of 11 September 2001.

This is an exhaustive list – covering all the sectors concerned – of measures and instruments

to be gradually introduced over the coming months in order to achieve the various political

objectives indicated in the European Council's conclusions.  So that they are easier to grasp,

the various points have been grouped together under the headings "General Affairs Council",

"Justice and Home Affairs Council", "Ecofin Council" and "Transport Council".
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3. The Presidency will make a point of keeping in close contact with the European Parliament in

order to ensure optimum cooperation between the Council and the Parliament in their work on

the rapid adoption of legislative measures, particularly in those areas where accelerated

procedures are envisaged.

4. This document will serve as a working instrument for the General Affairs Council in its role

of coordinating and monitoring implementation of the European Council's plan of action.  It

will be updated weekly by Coreper in the light of the progress of work by the various

preparatory bodies.

Progress of work by the various Councils

5. The "road map" summarises the work already embarked on and the main forthcoming

activities in the various sectors in the light of recent meetings of the General Affairs Council

on 8 October and the JHA Council on 20 and 27/28 September, and of the four Council

meetings planned for 16 October (Ecofin Council, JHA Council, Joint JHA/Ecofin Council

and Transport/Telecommunications Council).  The main items on the agendas of these

Councils are:

(i) for the Ecofin Council, submission by the Presidency and the Commission of their
respective reports on combating the funding of terrorism;

(ii) for the joint JHA/Ecofin Council, examination of a package of measures to combat
money laundering, with the specific aim of combating the funding of terrorism;

(iii) for the JHA Council, an initial substantive examination of the practical details of the
European arrest warrant, procedures for extradition between Member States and the
definition of terrorism;

(iv) for the Transport/Telecommunications Council, a discussion of the practical follow-up
to be given to the 33rd Assembly of the ICAO and of the report submitted by the
Multidisciplinary Group on security issues in civil aviation.
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6. On the whole work is progressing in accordance with the planned timetables and, as the files

stand, it may be assumed that the objectives specified will generally be met.

7. The Presidency is submitting draft conclusions to the Council (cf. 12853/01); Coreper has

already given these an initial examination.

8. At the meeting of the European Council on 19 October 2001 the President of the General

Affairs Council will give an overall oral report on the implementation of the plan of action

reflecting the outcome of the Council's latest meetings on 16 and 17 October 2001.

9. The "road map" will be regularly updated by Coreper.  The General Affairs Council will

review the situation again at its next meeting.

_________________________
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