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NOTE 
From: Netherlands delegation 
To: Council 
Subject: Progress on the Alliance on Climate Smart Agriculture 

-  Information from the Netherlands delegation 
  

Delegations will find, in the Annexes, a note from the Netherlands delegation to be dealt with under 

"Any other business" at the Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 19 May 2014.  
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ANNEX I 

 
 
Introduction  

Since the Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change in December 2013 in 

Johannesburg, South Africa there has been a lot of progress on the establishment of the Alliance on 

Climate Smart Agriculture.  

 
 
The Hague Consultative meeting 16-17 April 2014 

The department for Agriculture of the Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Netherlands, hosted a 

1,5 days consultative meeting, organized by the Interim Secretariat for the Alliance for CSA. The 

meeting focused on the proposed framework document, with .governance structure and looked at 

specific preparations for the upcoming Abu Dhabi Ascent meeting 4-5 May, in preparation of the 

envisaged launch of Alliance during the UN SG’s Climate Summit.  

 

Results 

• Consensus, in principle, on draft Framework Document for the Alliance for CSA with governance 

structure, to attract new supporters/participants to the Alliance. Further work needed in next 

month’s on the Alliance’s aspirational quantified goals; 

• Partnership enlarged with new supporters to the Alliance for CSA;.  

• Agreement on the next steps and broad timelines for advancing the Alliance for CSA 

development leading up to the Sept Climate Summit;  

• Communication documents will be updated along the agreed Framework document.  
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Abu Dhabi Ascent meeting 4-5 May 2014 

In preparation of the September 23rd Climate Summit the Abu Dhabi Ascent took place on May 4th 

and 5th 2014. The UN Secretary Generals Special Envoy for climate change, H.E. John Kufour 

presented on Climate and Agriculture and the Netherlands Minister Sharon Dijksma presented the 

proposal for an Alliance for CSA in the plenary meeting. 

The second day there was a special breakout session dedicated to Climate and Agriculture. The 

participants in the breakout session fully endorsed the inclusion of food and agriculture in the 

Secretary-General’s Climate Summit to enable scaled up action on two major challenges that must 

be addressed to secure a long-term future for humanity – nourishing a growing population and 

healing a warming planet.  

 

Results 

• The Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture will be launched at the Summit; 

• It will catalyze partnerships and initiatives that increase yields sustainably, become more resilient 

and reduce emissions. At the same time, they will conserve forests, top-soil and fish stocks;   

• A number of initiatives and activities were presented during the breakout session, and  might be 

linked to the ongoing work of the Alliance for CSA.   

 

Update 3 Action Groups  

• Investment: IFAD and WB as co-conveners with others are working on establishing the area of 

work to be covered.  A meeting of private sector actors is being planned for late June/early July.  

• Knowledge: FAO and CCAFS as co-conveners have recently concluded an on line survey to 

allow stakeholders to highlight knowledge requirements and gaps.  
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• Enabling Environment: Governments of Vietnam, South Africa and the Netherlands  will co-

organize an Asian regional consultative meeting as part of the formal preparatory work for 

launching the Alliance for CSA. 

 

Upcoming Events 

• FAO update meeting for Permanent Representatives – May June 2014 (date tbc) 

• Action Group on Knowledge side event at the International Encounters: Family  Farming and 

Research, Montpellier, June 1-3, 2004 

• Asian Regional Consultation, Vietnam, June 9-11, 2014 

• Global CSA Conference, The Netherlands, July 9-11, 2014 

• UN Secretary Generals Climate Summit, New York, 23 September 2014 
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ANNEX II 
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