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In accordance with Article 3(1) of the Rules of Procedure of the European Council, the President of
the European Council, in close cooperation with the member of the European Council representing
the Member State holding the six-monthly Presidency of the Council and with the President of the
Commission, shall submit an annotated draft agenda to the General Affairs Council.
Delegations will find attached the annotated draft agenda submitted by the President of the
European Council, setting out the main items the European Council is expected to address on 4
February 2011.
In the light of the final discussion to be held by the General Affairs Council within the five days
preceding the European Council meeting, the President of the European Council shall draw up the
provisional agenda.
o
o

17163/10

o

DQPG

1

EN

The President of the European Council intends to restrict the agenda to the items which will
actually be examined by the European Council. The conclusions of the meeting will be brief and
will focus on decisions and general policies approved by the European Council.
o
o
I.

o

ENERGY
The European Council will discuss energy policy, including how it can best support the shift
towards an efficient low-carbon economy and greater security of supply, including through a
better integrated and interconnected energy market. It is expected to set orientations on
improving the functioning of the European energy market, especially as regards key missing
links, on promoting innovative solutions for sustainable energy and on ensuring effective
coordination and coherence of the Union's external energy action.

II.

INNOVATION
The European Council will discuss how to boost Europe's innovation potential to tackle the
most critical societal challenges Europe is facing. It is expected to set orientations in
particular as regards completing the European Research Area, improving framework
conditions for innovation, facilitating access to finance, and simplifying and rationalising EU
programmes.
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