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Delegations will find attached the joint conclusions of the EU Youth Conference that was held in

Rome on 13-15 October 2014.
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ANNEX
EU Youth Conference of the Italian Presidency
Joint Conclusions “Young People’s access to rights”

13-15 October 2014, Rome

In the framework of the EU Youth conference, youth representatives, together with representatives
from member states have gathered to reflect on two fundamental dimensions of youth policies: the

access to rights as well the autonomy for young people.

Indeed it becomes more and more necessary in Europe, at all levels, to develop strategies and
policies to match the needs of young people and support a natural progression towards adulthood.
This involves not only acting on policies that favour the transition from school to work, but also on
related areas such as access to credit, housing, youth well-being or the ability to participate in social
and civic activities, in order to provide the necessary tools to facilitate young people's attainment of
autonomy and participation in social life. With this situation in mind, the participants focused and
agreed on the following recommendations on access to rights in order to foster autonomy and

participation.

L. ROLE OF MEMBER STATES AND EU IN ENSURING YOUNG PEOPLE’S ACCESS TO
RIGHTS

1. The EU and Member States should develop and implement tailored mechanisms to tackle
multiple levels of discriminations such as those based on age, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
disability, religion, political preferences, gender identity, gender expression or socio-

economic background.
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2. The EU and Member States should appoint an independent ombudspersons for youth rights.
The role of the ombudsperson should be to increase awareness, to map and point out
challenges and discriminatory practices, and to systematically work to remove barriers to the

enjoyment of rights from young people.

II.  YOUNG PEOPLE ACCESS TO HOUSING, ACCESS TO CREDIT , INCOME SUPPORT
AND WELL-BEING

1. The European Commission and Member States should foster the development of alternative
financing schemes for young people (e.g. micro credits facilities, cooperatives etc), to prevent

them from starting their lives in huge debts.

2. Member States should complement the youth guarantee with income support schemes and

housing facilities, in order to ensure all young people’s right to autonomy.

III.  YOUTH ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL PROTECTION AND WELFARE
SYSTEMS

1. In order to reduce the mismatch between education systems and labor market, Member States

should constantly update the curricula focusing on practical and soft skills development.

2. The EU and Member States should guarantee that internships and apprenticeships, as a first
step to access the labor market, are properly compensated to avoid precarious conditions and

ensure youth autonomy.
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IV. RAISING AWARENESS AND MONITORING

1.  Member States should implement a continuous cross-sectoral approach, as well as support
inter- and national NGOs for awareness-raising activities, in order to ensure outreach to
disadvantaged young people and empower them to know and fully exercise their rights,
especially on local level.

2. Member States, in cooperation with NGOs, should provide services, including legal support,
guidance, online and offline information delivery tool, enabling young people themselves to
monitor and report infringements.

V. TOWARDS A NEW GENERATION OF YOUTH POLICY

1. Policy makers in cooperation with stakeholders should improve the visibility of youth policy
achievements through continuous youth policy assessment and impact analysis.

2. Member States and European Commission should further develop cross-sectoral and cross-
cutting youth policy approach in order to implement more coherent policies that guarantee
young people's access to rights.
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THE SUPPORT OF YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND YOUTH WORK TO THE
AUTONOMY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

In order to enhance youth autonomy through the quality non-formal education, stakeholders
involved the youth field should cooperate in a clear and transparent way to raise awareness in

society about the value of competences gained through youth work.

In order to support youth autonomy through quality youth work, Member States should build
strategic partnerships with representative youth work bodies and other stakeholders in order
to: establish legal framework, recognize the youth worker vocation/profession and set quality

frameworks, as well as provide information, ensure visibility and promote youth work.

ENHANCING THE PARTICIPATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN SOCIAL LIFE AND
THEIR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

In order to empower young people to become active citizens, Member States should provide
citizenship education at all stages of formal education and support non-formal education

providers so that young people are aware of and able to access their rights.

Local authorities, Member States and the European Commission should, in cooperation with
young people, establish legal and administrative mechanisms for genuine youth participation

in all stages of decision-making process, including follow-up.
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